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OFTIMES the blackness which we believe 
we see in others is only our own shadow. 


FasHion is not beauty, it is a parasite 
from the mansions of wealth ; its votaries 
are the silly apes who follow it. 


INVENTIONS are the revelations of things 
that are; who then can deny that they 
come to man from spirit influence. 


SILENCE is tho best weapon with which 
to repel slander. The arrows fall harm- 
less from him who has no weak points in 
his armor. 


BerrerR worsbip in a poor old church 
with a patched roof than preach in a gor- 
geous Gothic temple with a heavy mort- 
gage upon it, 


Tue Pope asks publishers of Catholic 
papers the world over to send him their 
publications regularly. Having taken 
every thing else he could, he manfully 
tries to — take the papers. 


A PERSON who is conscious of honest 
purposes must not stop in his career to 
chide with each of his jealous friends or 
contend with all his envious foes, for in so 
doing the objects of his noble intentions 
will never be reached, 


ST. LOUIS, MO, EXOT.IDA WS, 1886. 


Tue laws of God are based on such 
exquisiely poised justice that when pro- 
perly understood they will become self 
evident and self convincing. 


“ Evit communications corrupt good 
manners;”’ but the soul that keeps com- 
pany with good spirits will harmonize 
with wisdom, kindness, beauty, purity 
and love. 


Tue editor who admits articles of his 
own shade of opinion only, is simply 
beholding himself in his own mirror, 
opaqne though it be, and asserting : “How 
perfect I am.” 


Ir the spirits we meet at seances or 
elsewhere do not improve us and do us 
good we may rest assured there is some- 
thing wrong and we had better change 
our conditions or meet other spirits, or 
perhaps hoth. 


Mankind has three grades of develop- 
ment—the physical, intellectual and spir- 
itual. Our progress in the first two seems 
to have almost culminated, while we are 
entering upon the era of the third. 


Tue Spiritual wave is advancing; the 
pure light of reason is pouring in upon 
the darkened mind of man, and not all the 
hue and cry of church or unbeliever can 
stop this flow from God’s eternal, ever- 
living, ever-loving mind. 


Tuose in quest of pure, elevating com- 
munications, should not go to a whisky- 
drinking, tobacco-chewing, immoral me- 


dium, or one afflicted with chronic lying ; | 


the manifestations coming through such a 
person, though often genuine enough, are 
apt to be wholly on the physical plane, ex- 
citing wonder instead of inspiring the soul 
with higher aspirations. 


True Spiritualism attracts the mind to 
the practical daily life application prin- 
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ciples which elevate the person, purify the 
character, and promote the temporal and 
spiritual welfare of theindividual. Who- 
ever teaches anything contrary to this, is 
a deceiver teaching lies, one who is him- 
self or herself carnal, corrupt and unspir- 
itual—ignorantly so, perhaps, but none 
the less unreliable. 


Our inner or spirit life surrounds us 
with an influence or atmosphere which 
is in conformity with itself and we should 
be most careful what that inner life is, 
so that all who come within this influence 
may perceive and be benefited by its in- 
fluence for good, The soul that goes 
through life to gates of spirit life with a 
good aura surrounding him need have 
little fear about his “house eternal in the 
heavens.” He takes his furniture with him. 


In materialization spirit does not be- 
come matter, it only causes material ele- 
ments to assume human shape, and uses 
that human form for the purpose of mak- 
ing its living existence and presence 
known to inquiring or doubting man. This 
it seems should establish the fact that 
spirit is an entity in itself separate and 
distinct from matter, yet having control 
over it to fashion it as it will. Some as- 
sume that this materializing phenomena 
is simply a power of the mind exerted 
upon matter through the agency of elec- 
tricity; but, even granting this, it is un- 
reasonable to suppose that this (mind) 
part of the spirit will become less power- 
full after it is relieved from the environ- 
ments of this body of matter. 


In the investigation of the spiritual 
phenomena, a captious, cynical and coldly 


| critical frame of mind is as much to be 


avoided as the blind credulity which ac- 
cepts all so-called manifestations as trust- 
worthy. Both spirits are wrong, and are 
alike detrimental to true spiritual growth. 
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The first will lead one to scoff at commun- 
icatious from his dearest friends on the 
spirit side, even when they give unmis- 
takable indications of their presence; 
while the other will cause him to greet 
with rapture flagrant frauds as genuine 
tests. The honest juror will hear evidence 
from witnesses and render just judgment. 


THOSE whose inner natures are actuated 
by the divine principles of love are ina 
way to comprehend all the truths of the 
ethical systems of morals and are being 
educated to perceive or receive spiritual 
truths from a still higher source of spirit 
life; things which have not yet been re- 
vealed and are not in those systems. The 
reception and publication of these newly 
revealed truts is inspirational revelation. 
Looking into ourselves from this stand- 
point, how many of us can reailze that 
we are practically true Spiritualists ? 


SPIRITUALISM is the only true consoler. 
While the Christian mourns and refuses 
to be comforted when some dear object of 
his affection is called to the higher life, 
the Spiritualist knows that those from 
whom he is severed in earth life are with 
him still,—invisible to the mortal senses, 
it may be, but tangible and ever present 
to the spiritual preceptions, Lifted above 
material doubt and uncertainty the Spirit- 
ualist whose life is pure and in harmony 
with the divine Spirit may “feel the touch 
of a vanished hand,” and hear “the sound 
of a voice that is still” to material ears, 
The Christian hopes; the Spiritualist knows. 


Brz a life ever so vile, some redeeming 
quality is hidden under the vileness. The 
spark of divinity that glows in every hu- 
man soul may be dimned and shrouded 
from the sight, but it is not extinguished, 
The diamond is but a homely pebble be- 
fore it is polished; the diver descends to 
slimy depths for the pearl, and the coral 
is buried in tangled masses of sea-weed: 
so the undeveloped spiritual nature may 
be stripped of the incrustations, slime and 
weeds of materiality, and unfold in beauty 
and perfection. But love must be the 
moulding influence and not hate; patience, 
not prejudice; perseverance, not indif- 
ference. 


Spirit intercourse is governed by fixed 
laws, which must be conformed to in order 
to receive satisfactory manifestations. 
One essential is harmony among those sit- 
ting for Spiritual phenomena; for discord- 
ant elements destroy the conditions neces- 


sury to produce satisfuctory manifesta- | 


tions. Jesus of Nazareth thoroughly un- 
derstood and taught this, through hig min- 
istry, Oftimes, when his disciples failed 
in works which they had undertaken, he 
attributed it to their lack of faith. “Oh, 
ye of little faith,” was almost a daily ex- 
clamation with him. In one place (Matt. 
xin, 58), the New Testament telis us that 
“he did not many wonders” in a certain 
place, “ because of their unbelief.” Numer- 
ous examples of this kind are given, and 
in many places where there were “ won- 
ders” performed, the narrative tells us 
that “they were all of one accord.” 


Know .ence of Spiritual truth will not 
come to persons faster than they are 
are able to receive it; although it passes 
before them, they will not comprehend it. 
It is not the quantity that a person eats, 
but only what is digested, that nourishes 
the natural body ; so, it is not the amount 
we see and hear that adds to our knowl- 
edge, but that which we receive and ap- 
propriate that will promote our spiritual 
growth. The natural body commences in 
infancy with food easy to assimilate; the 
intelligence of a child can comprehend 
only tha primary facts of intellectual 
knowledge; and justso the spiritual body 
must become as a child, and accept and 
practice the simple and yet fundamental 
truths of goodness, which form the essen- 
tial beginning of Spiritual unfoldment, 
Then one will be ready to receive greater 
problems in the works of nature, and in 
the system through which Divinity con- 
trols the universe. One may accepta few 
advanced truths without knowing and 
practicing the first principles, and forth- 
with proclaim himself aSpiritualist, while 
others pronounce him only a crank. Thus 
he becomes a stigma upon the cause rather 
than an ornament to it. Of intellectual 
knowledge one has aptly said that “a 
little learning is a dangerous thing.” So, 
a little knowledge here and there of Spir- 
itualism is apt to make a crank, a knave,a 
silly goose, or a babbling fool. For our 
good, and the credit of truth, we should 
master the primer first. 


WRITINGS OF A. J. DAVIS. 

To review the last work of the Pough- 
keepaie Secr, “ Beyond the Valloy,” is like 
repeating an oft told tale, since so many 
of the works of this well known author 
have been read by people who are inter- 
ested in Spiritualism throughout the civi- 
lized world. A fair review of his works 


would make a book in itself. Who has 
not heard of his Great Harmonia. In 
addition to this work, which is in five 
volumes, he has written twenty-five 
other books ertitled respectively, Views 
of Our Heavenly Home; Principles of 
Nature; Arabula; Death and the After 
Life; Principles of Nature, Her Divine 
Revelations; Children’s Progressive Ly- 
ceum; Approaching Crisis; Answers to 
Ever recurring Questions ; The Inner Life; 
Harmonial Man; The Temple; Harbin- 
ger of Health; Tale of a Physician; Philos- 
opby of Spiritual Intercourse; History and 
Philosophy of Evil; Stellar Key to Sum- 
mer Land; The Fountain; Philosophy of 
Special Providences; Penetralia, contain- 
ing Harmonia! Answers; Free Thoughts 
Concerning Religion; The Diakka; The 
Genesis and Ethics of Conjugal Love 
Morning Lectures; Memoranda of Per- 
sons, Places and Events; Magic Staff; and 
Beyond the Valley. This last work is a 
sequel to his “ Magic Staff,” and like it is 
a continuation of his autobiography. What 
he has seen “ Beyond the Valley ” is illus- 
trated by beautiful pen pictures before the 
mind of the reader, with a vividness and 
attractiveness nowhere else to be found. 

In reading this work we can almost 
imagine that we see him whose life has 
been so fully spent in the spread of Spirit- 
ual truth, standing like Moses on Pisgah’s 
height, while the angels not only held 
“the gates ajar” but threw them wide 
open to his comprehensively descriptive 
vision. His is not the view of a halluci- 
natory vision, but rather the teaching 
from the spiritual guides of one whose 
“roll” of truth is in his head, and who 
leans upon his well tried “ staff’ of sound 
judgment. Errors in his writings may 
become apparent as the higher attainments 
of spiritual knowledge may be unfolded 
to our progressive race; still he who has 
only the combined works of Andrew 
Jackson Davis, has on his shelf as good, 
if not a better library of spiritual philos- 
ophy than he could have by selecting the 
same number of books from all other 
authors combined, 


Wuen we look at tho work of Mrs, 
Cora L. V. Riclimond in the “Firat So- 
ciety of Spiritualists” in Chicago. for the 
past eleven years, and seo the good that 
has been accomplished with that people 
and the harmony that exists, we can well 
“point to it as an example where Spiritual- 
ism has promoted fraternal love and moral 
elevation. The weekly discourses are 
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saved to the congregation and to the 
world by publication. We show our ap- 
preciation of this work by frequently giv 
ing a reprint of parts of these discourses 
to readers. Without further comment we 
will end this notice by asking a plain 
question, which all may be able to answer 
for themselves, especially those who reg- 
ularly attend church or other lectures 
every Sunday—How many of your pas- 
tors or lecturers could have an annual vol- 
ume bound, including every sermon of tie 
year, which would give as much good 
sound instruction for man’s use either in 
this life or the life to come, as a volume 
of these weekly discourses would include ? 


Mrs, E. L, Watson’s work at San Frana 
cisco, California, is another most noted ex- 
ample of moral worth, grandly portrayed 
in continuous work on the platform, with 
a highly culturedaudience. Here, again, 
Spiritualism and a “woman” have the 
credit, and with the spirite receive the 
praise. Mrs. Watson does not need to de- 
pend on books, papers, nor philosophers 
fur her Spiritualism ; it comes to her from 
the spirit world, the source of all “Light.” 


SPIRITUAL, ETAICAL, AND HISTORICAL 
Discourses, is a volume of twenty-seven 
lectures, delivered under inspiration by 
W. J. Colville, in Berkeley Hall, Boston, 
during 1885-6, bound, and consisting of 
some 500 pages, In these discourses we 
have the various subjects treated in that 
outspoken, straight forward manner for 
which the utterances of this medium on 
the platform are so celebrated. In his 
subjects, on points which are of vital im 
portance to our times, his guides meet the 
issues squarely, and in words of condem- 
nation and even scathing rebuke, de- 
nounce the wrongs of our day, whether of 
political, social, or individual nature, and 
yet with no less precision and force do 
they point out remedies, and the better 


way, This is a remarkable feature in 
these and all lectures from Mr. Colville. 


He never. for a moment, leaves his list- 
eners in the dark, but, having clearly 
shown the error or corruption, he atonce 
proceeds to define the right way, or point 
out the remedy. He attributes his inform- 
ation to a higher power than himself, and 
does not spend time or words in self lau- 
dation. We may read page after page of 
his lectures, without once coming in con- 
tact with the pronoun I, so completely 
is self subdued under the bright light of 
spiritual influence and thought. The book 
is sent to us for sale at $1 each. 


. 


Lo! the Christmas tide is sobbing 
On the restless shores of Time, 

And its music deep and throbbing 
Has a tenderness sublime. 

Now it tells a wondrous story 
Filled with darkness and with glory, 
As it ripples, low and sweet, 

On the pebbles at our feet. 


Hark! the notes of music falling 
O’er the billows’ foaming crest, 
Youthful voices gladly calling 
In the mirthful laugh and jest. 
Now the flying feet are keeping 
Time to dancing billows leaping, 
And the graceful figures glide 
To the merry Christmas tide. 


Hush! there comes a solemn feeling 
From this slowly rolling wave, 
In the misty gloom revealing 
Nothing but an open grave. 
Sorrow stands in silence weeping, 
While the shadows hold in keeping 
All the laughter of the years 
Melted into falling tears. 


Now the moaning waves are telling 
Of the treasure and the worth, 
Of the coffers ever swelling 
With the hoarded wealth of earth; 
Of the bins with grain o’erflowing, 
Of the waving harvests growing, 
Gathered in and stored away 
From the broader light of day. 


For Light in the West- 
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Tons of fuel all useless lying, 
Bales of flannel rich and warm; 
While the wintry winds are sighing 
With their bitter cold and storm. 
*Mid the blasts so loudly breezing 
There are beings starving, freezing, — 
Dying ’mid the wealth and pride 
Of the selfish Christmas tide! 


And anon, the billows sighing 
Tell of infamy and woe; 
Of the sin and crime that’s lying 
Hidden in the wine cup’s glow; 
Of the serpent of temptation 
Coiled within a mighty nation, 
Luring o’er her sons most fair 
To its fatal, poison spare! 


Over all the joy and weeping, 
Over all the wrong and strife 
Angels tireless watch are keeping 
From the higher realms of life; 
Grieved that sinfulness yet smothers 
Love that should make mankind brothers, 
Grieved that truth from purer spheres 
Fails to dry the falling tears. 


Lo! the Christmas tide is swelling 
*Long the restless shores of Time, 
And a wondrous story telling 
Glad with love and dark with crime. 
O, that progress joy might render, 
Human hearts grow warm and tender, 
And a greater good abide 
At this ebbing Christmas tide. 


DISCORDANT SPIRITUALISM. 


p For Light ın the West. 


BY PROF. HENRY KIDDLE. 


The beginning of a now year offers an 
appropriate occasion for considering what 
is the condition of our cause as to the 
truths which it offers to the world — 
what are the principles and views which 
it advocates for the purpose of enlighten- 
ing mankind and improving their social, 
moral, and religious condition. Whither 
is the spiritual movement drifting, or be- 
ing steere i by those who have any con- 
trol over it ? 

The fundamental fact sought to be es- 
tablished—the manifestation of disembod- 
ied human spirits—is undoubtedly gaining 
ground; the believers in it are becoming 


more numerous every year, and could this | 


truth be properly reinforced by applica- 
tions which would satisfy the cultured, 
spiritual mind, the cause would show a 
progress and development that nothing 
could gainsay or arrest. Discord and cha- 
otic opinion, however, block the wheels, 
and what should be luxuriant growth be- 
comes only stunted, useless herbage, in 
great part at least, provoking more and 
more the question, especially among the 
proselytes, cui bono? 

In support of spirit existence and mani- 
festation, there has already been gathered 
a mass of evidence which ought to be ir- 
resistible; but prejudice and bigotry defy 
facts and logic, and forever cling to thei, 
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“dear delusions” with the tenacity of the 
Devil-fish, Their tentacles are numerous, 
and never quit their hold. Under their 
influence is developed an ingenuity of 
evasion similar to the proclivity of the 
animal we refer to, which darkens the 
waters in which it swims in order to es- 
cape its pursuer. Of this the so-called 
psychical research societies present a for- 
cible illustration. The influence of these 
societies is truly malign. 

Were Spiritualists at all agreed even in 
regard to the phenomenal facts, this influ- 
ence and other disturbing forces could be 
readily counteracted ; but no such agree- 
ment exists, except to a vory limited ex- 
tent, They are discordant—sadly, bit- 
terly, bigotedly discordant. They deny 
that they have any creed: they believe 
nothing, they know; and yet they have 
no uniformity of knowledge, and seem to 
be afraid to formulate what they think 
they know; and thus they present only 
broken ranks to the hostile forces of er- 
ror. Differences, one would think, could 
scarcely exist among those who had dis- 
covered methods of complete demonstra- 
tions, so as to entitle them to consider 
their attained results knowledge. 

A great deal of the opposition to creeds, 
or formulated statements of belief, is the 
result of misconception and prejudice. 
Every one must, in fact, have a creed; and 
it is not creeds that we should oppore but 
erroneous creeds, and statements of what 
is believed to be final and infallible truth, 
since all our views of truth should be pro- 
visional, progressive, and subject to review 
and correction. No finite mind can reach 
truth absolute. The logical aifference be- 
tween knowledge and belief is quite often 
very slight, and rather imaginary than 
real, ae an exhaustive analysis must show. 
Even the knowledge based on sensation 
and preception is, in the last analysis, only 
belief, since it depends on an intuitive 
faith in the evidence of our bodily senses, 
When these senses are deranged, we see, 
hear, or feel what really has no exis- 
tence; and no one cognizes anything di- 
rectly except by intuition; and, in this 
state of being, our intuitions do not agree, 
We should not, therefore, boast too posi- 
tively of our knowledge; for, in fact, we 
rarely transcend the realm of opinion, or 
hypothesis. 

Spiritualists are truly a heterogeneous 
class of people, whether considered ethi- 
cally, scientifically, or religiously. It is 
claimed for Modern Spiritualism that it 
involves a science, a philosophy, and a 


religion—a science as to its facts, a phil- 
osophy as to the interpretation of these 
facts and the doctrines derived from them; 
and a religion in its relation to theoreti- 
cal and practical theology, the cultivation 
of a closer spiritual relation to God, and 
the advancement of the human soul to- 
ward higher planes of spiritual existence, 
with its extrication from earthly, mater- 
ial conditions. 

No class of people present a greater di- 
versity of opinions and beliefs than Spirit- 
valists; and no movement was ever char- 
acterized by more incongruous principles 
than theirs. As long, however, as the 
spiritual movement confines itself to the 
basic facts of spirit existence and manifesta- 
tion, exercising the broadest liberty and 
liberality as to views professed in connec- 
tion with it a practical union and co-oper- 
ation is not wholly impossible; but, at 
present, it is obvious that there can be no 
general organization of Spiritualism upon 
any basis whether of science, philosophy, 
or religion, because there are no common 
views and principles. The outside world 
see in Spiritualism, and among Spiritual- 
ists, only a mass of discordant opinions 
anda wrangling crowd of controversialists. 

Even the phenomenalists or Spiritists, _ 
are very far from an agreement as to the 
phenomenal facts. Some for example, are 
utter disbelievers in what is called full- 
form materialization, a phase of spirit 
manifestation sustained by evidence cer- 
tainly as strong as that which supports 
any other. Then there are the psychists, 
or occultists, who hold that a large part 
of the phenomena are due to no external 
spiritual agency, and explain away as far 
as possible all spiritual manifestations as 
depending only on the occult powers of 
the incarnate spirit. 

The philosophic Spiritualists are even 
farther from homogeneity of views. There 
are, among them, the materialistic Spir- 
itualists, who attribute everything to mat- 
ter and its laws and potencies. Spirit, 
they hold, is only matter under special 
conditions ; while the non-materialistic 
Spiritualists are just as positive that mat- 
ter and spirit are generically and essen- 
tially unlike, spirit being sui generis, and 
having nothing in common with matter; 
and the less they know on this subtle 
topic, the more positive they often become, 
even resorting to coarse invective and ob- 
jurgation in the maintenance of their spir- 
itual opinions. Of this absurd course we 
have some recent illustrations, which 
would provoke a smile, if it were not | 


really sad to see a professed spiritual 
philosopher, and ono claiming to be tho 
medium of wise spirits too, severely and 
personally assail those of different views, 
as if personal vituperation could ever take 
the place of logical argument. It is this 
malign spirit that has so seriously injured 
the cause of true Spiritualism, and dis- 
graced it before the non-spiritualistic pub- 
lic, disgusting all cultured and intelligent 
minds and leading to the belief that the pro- 
fessed medium, boasting of his infallible 
“controls,” is only a psychomaniac or one 
possessed of evil spirits, the special charac- 
terstics of whom are vanity, conceit, and 
a foolish assumption of infallibility. 

As to religion, Spiritualism is still 
more discordant. The most extreme 
and contradictory views are advocated 
ranging from what has been called Christ- 
ian Spiritualism to downright atheism and 
the abnegation of all religious belief 
and practice. Spirit teaching, as in any 
respect a source of spiritual truth, is 
practically repudiated; for while some 
Spiritualists find in it the strongest sanc- 
tion of religious and theistic doctrines, 
others impute all such doctrines to ignor- 
ant or sectarian spirits still upon the earth 
plane, and impute the atheistic non-re- 
ligious teaching to highly-progressed, in- 
tellectual spirits, who, as they claim, are 
alone worthy of confidence. Thus they 
invert the rule of the Christian apostle: 
“ Beloved, believe not every spirit, but 
“try the spirits whether they are of God ; 
“ because many false prophets [or mediums 
“for deceiving spirits] have gone out into 
“the world.” 

Thus are we deprived of the means of 
obtaining anything approximating to a 
uniform basis of belief, the want of which 
must necessarily culminate in the forma- 
tion of a multitude of sectarian divisions 
in Spiritualism, notwithstanding the con- 
demnation so often pronounced upon the 
sects of Christianity, An armistice of sec- 
tarianism is, however, better than a con- 
tinuous war of angry controversial ists, 
whose aim is not truth but the silencing 
of their opponents. “Let each be per- 
suaded in his own mind.” 

This want of unanimity among the 
upholders of Modern Spiritualism is not 
at all surprising and doubtless arises from 
a philosuphic cause. The progress of 
truth will, we believe, certainly dimin- 
ish it, and in the end bring to our cause a 
greater degree of harmony of doctrine, 
Let us endeavor to cultivate moderation 
and humility, in our convictions, exercise 
less positivism in the assertions of our 
opinions, greater charity toward oppo- 
ents, and a willingness to “agree to disa- 
gree.’ The world will be more likely to 
accept the truths which we offer when 
they see that we ourselves unite harmon- 
iously in their advocacy, instead of mak- 
ing them a “ bone of contention.” 
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JESSE 
The experience of this famous medium in St. 
Louis largely contradicts the saying that “a 
prophet is not without honor, save in his own 
country.” His recent visit to this city was the 
fourth iu as many years, and at each visit he 
has been welcomed back by his old friends, 
whose appreciation is not deadened by time; 
while new converts add fresh enthusiasm to 
the ever-increasing number of his admirers. 
And the appreciation and enthusiasm are not 
in any sense confined to Spiritualists; it mat- 
ters not what one’s belief may be, 
his seances, once attended, strike 
the hearer with mingled feelings 
of surprise, wonder, and a grate- 
ful consideration for the person- 
ality through whom this great 
demonstration of psychic force is 
manifest. Nor is Mr. Shepard 
dependent alone on his gifts to 
command attention; individually 
he is certain of social recognition 
wherever he goes, and the more 
refined and intellectual the society, 
the more marked and positive the 
admission of his merits as a man. 
He has a gift precious in the eyes 
of all mankind—the gift of mak- 
ing friends, and of keeping his 
friends when made. Jesse Shep- 
ard, to-day, would be successful 
in any sphere of labor where 
experience, judgment, critical 
acumen and intellectuality are 
the basis of general acknowledg- 
ment and appreciation among 
higher minds. As a psychic, 
he is negative; as a man, he 
is positive. Those who under- 
stand him to be one of those indi- 
viduals who are easily moulded 
to suit the whims and foibles 
of selfishness and vulgar curiosity, will be 
disappointed. It is generally said of persons 
who are subject to spiritual influence, that they 
are visionary and impracticable; but there are 
few business men who know their business as 
well as Mr. Shepard knows his profession. 
With him, his calling is not, a visionary and 
flighty uncertainty, without order or method, 
lacking that reliability which practical meth- 
ods give; but a reality, covering a system of 
regular work, without which there would be no 
success for him in this world. He has certain 
hours for sleep, fixed hours for eating, special 
foods for special days, and in his seances he 
exercises the most exact regulations in regard 
to the seating of the sitters, rules in which he 
will brook no impertinent meddling or foolish 
experimenting. Mr. Shepard frankly says: 
“I have served my apprenticeship, mastered 
my profession, know my capabilities, and I 
never permit people to influence me in any- 
thing when I know my own business best.” 
His method of work has been so very successful 
that he is complimented wherever he goes. 


SHEPARD. 


St. Louis may be considered Mr. Shepard’s 
home, for it was here his parents resided dur- 
ing an important period of his youth, as well 
as his first psychical unfoldment. It was in 
the choir of St. Xavier’s Catholic Church, in 
this city, that he was first influenced to sing, 
one Sunday morning, at high mass. Prof. 
Kleber was the organist at that time (1868), 
and complimented the young novice on his first 
triumph, Mr. Shepard has been subject to 
spiritual visitations from his earliest child- 
hood, but did not know the meaning of such 


ri 


JESSE SHEPARD. 


| ualists who recognized the familiar signs of 
psychical control, and explained the philoso- 
phy to him—Mr. J. J. Outley, the well known 
Spiritualist here, being one of the very first to 
tell him of his wonderful psychical gifts. 

Mr, Shepard’s parents and immediate rela- 
tives are strict followers of the old school or- 
thodoxy, aud the family were communicants 
and members of Trinity Church, under Dr. 
Hutchinson, then the leading Episcopal Church 
of the city. Mr. Shepard’s sister, Letitia, had 
charge of a Sunday-school class at ‘Trinity 
Church, and Jesse himself was a member of 
a class taught by our wealthy townsman, Mr. 
Edward Simmons. His sister also taught a 
large class on Sunday afternoons at Dr. 
Brookes’ (Presbyterian) Church, and still an- 
other class at Mr. Smythe’s Sunday-school, at 
Eighth and Locust streets. Jesse attended all 
these Sunday meetings, besides the regular 
morning and evening services. 
entire Sabbath was required to carry out this 
rigorous orthodox system, from carly morning 
[till late in the evening. Some years later, 


influences until hecame in contact with Spirit- ' 


Literally, the ; 


when Mr. Shepard’s parents went to reside in 
Chicago, Jesse, then being of the proper age, 
was admitted as a communicant of St. James’ 
Episcopal Church by Dr. Clarkson, afterward 
Bishop of Nebraska. On the occasion of Miss 
Letitia Shepard’s first appearance as a class- 
ical reader, at Smith & Nixon’s Hall, in Chi- 
cago, Dr. Clarkson introduced the elocution- 
ist, and took a seat on the rostrum throughout 
the evening. ‘The honor shown Miss Shep- 
ard on this occasion was exceptional, and a 
mark of the esteem in which the family was 
held by the highest circles of society. Mr. 
Shepard’s parents were, in deed 
and fact, exemplary Christians, 
and ‘went about doing good,” 
not only nursing the sick and 
afflicted, but burying the dead on 
occasions when that sad office 
would otherwise have been per- 
formedby less warm and sympath- 
etic hearts. In these acts no dis- 
play was ever made; the deed 
always came from the heart, from 
the inner consciousness of souls 
who were ‘‘acquainted with grief” 
and sympathized with the sorrows 
and sufferings of afflicted human- 
ity. One of Jesse’s earliest recol- 
lections is walking long distances 
to carry well-prepared food and 
nourishment to the sick and needy; 
thus it was that the famous psychic 
was from infancy brought up in 
an atmosphere of benevolence and 
well-doing—a fact which may in 
part account for his profound 
sympathy for all who are in dis- 
tress and trouble. Mr. Shepards 
parents not only did good in a 
substantial and practical way, but 
they taught their children every 
important rule of life, and, above 
all, to respect age and virtue. 
“ Honor thy father and thy mother,” was a 
maxim familiar in the household, and one 
which has always been obeyed to the letter. 

Dr. Shepard is a magnificent specimen of a 
typical old school gentleman, over eighty years 
of age, and six feet two inches in height. His 
father and grandfather were wealthy landed 
proprietors in the old country. Mrs. Shepard, 
in her youth, was noted for her great beauty, 
and isa descendant of Constantia Grierson, 
the most learned woman of her day. Miss 
Shepard was for a long time London corres- 
pondent of the Chicago Inter-Ocewn, writing 
under the nom de plume of ‘‘Galatea.’”? Sheis 
a favorite in the most intellectual circles of 
London, not only for her distinguished per- 
sonal beauty, but also for the sweetness of her 
disposition and rare accomplishments. 

In 1871 Mr. Shepard’s parents and sister ac- 
companied him to Europe, and they have ever 
since resided in England, living in London a 
part of each year. They are still strictly or- 
thodox in principle and practice, and never 
a day passes without Bible reading and family 
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prayer. Thesubjectand philosophy of Spirit- 
ualism are never touched upon, and Mr. Shep- 
ard says that he is contented that they should 
maintain their accustomed beliefs, in which 
they have always found consolation and hap- 
piness. Between the psychic and his parents 
the utmost harmony and affection exists; and 
yet they are strongly opposed to all forms of 
belief and practice not sanctioned by the 
Church. Mr. Shepard says that when he first 
began to give seances, his mother was so 
affected as to become seriously ill, as she gave 
up all hope of his spiritual salvation; but when 
she saw that he won the consideration and re- 
spect of the best people everywhere he went, 
she learned to accustom her feelings to the 
new order of things. But it has always been 
a severe trial for his parents, who, although 
the subject of Spiritualism is never mentioned 
in Mr. Shepard’s presence, are bitterly opposed 
to our philosophy in any form. This, how- 
ever, does not in the slightest degree mar the 
family ties of respect and affection, which 
have never for a single day ceased to exist. 

Mr. Shepard’s work in St Louis during the 
past four years has been productive of phe- 
nomenal results; it forms a striking chapter 
in the history of Spiritualism in this locality, 
and the revival which he inaugurated during 
his first visit has continued in its effects up to 
the present hour, until a spiritual influence is 
‘felt in quarters where our philosc phy was pre- 
viously either unknown or scoffed at. Many of 
our prominent merchants, musicians, lawyers, 
physicians, critics, and society leaders may be 
numbered among his converts during this 
period, several of whom were developed as 
mediums while members of Mr. Shepard's 
classes. Of the mediums developed, Mrs. 
Michael Goettler is among the most remark- 
able. This lady’s gifts have of late assumed 
marked and extraordinary features; the test, 
mental, clairvoyant, and magnetic phases sur- 
prising her friends by the power displayed. 
To enumerate the numerous phases of medi- 
umship which his seances haye unfolded in 
different homes all over the city, would re- 
quire several columns, and can only be touched 
upon here. 

One of the most remarkable results of his 
psychical powers is shown in the encomiums 
with which the representative newspapers of 
this and every other country have honored 
these artistic and phenomenal seances. In this 
particular sphere, the gifts and the work of 
Jesse Shepard are absolutely without a paral- 
lel. All agree that his peculiar powers have 
never been equaled; that they can not be imi- 
tated, and that they are unique. No one who 
has not seen these press notices can form an 
adequate idea of their bulk and quality. Three 
large books are required to hold the notices, 
criticisms and essays culled from the great 
dailies of Europe and America, to say nothing 
of the Spiritual press. Many of these notices 
fill three columns of fine print, and the writers 
usually finish by asserting their inability to do 
justice to what they heard. The daily Repub- 


“can, of this city, which is, in a great meas- 
ure, the representative of Catholic orthodoxy 
here, gave an extended account of one of Mr. 
Shepard’s seances, which fully adinitted the 
phenomenal and spiritual character of the per- 
formance. This, we believe, was the first time 
the Republican gave a professional psychic a 
notice in which ample justice was accorded the 
phenomena throughout. The Globe Democrat 
and the Post-Dispatch vied with each other in 
pen pictures of the seances, admitting that the 
music could not be adequately described. But 
itis a difficult thing to say in what part of the 
world Jesse Shepard’s seances have been most 
successful. In looking over his scrap-books 
we chance upon certain elaborate articles 
which strike us as particularly accurate and 
appreciative; as, for instance, an essay by 
Stanley Fowler, the founder of the Chicago 
Evening Journal, or an account in the Louis- 
ville Courier Journal, or one from the New 
Orleans Picayune. And after reading these, 
we chance upon one in a Parisian paper, and 
so we say, ‘‘ the last is the best.” And soitis 
with this psychic’s work everywhere, the last 
seems the best; probably for the reason that 
there is no end to the marvelous inspirations 
which are poured in upon the performer and 
listener at each successive seance. As an ex- 
ample of this, we may cite Mr. Shepard’s 
seances in Cincinnati, at the residence of Dr. 
Dennis, where upwards of seventy musical rep- 
resentations were given, which were attended 
by many of the most competent musicians and 
critics of that city. Several persons attended 
every seance held, the concensus of opinion 
being that notwo seances were alike, although 
all were equally brilliant and powerful. 

he following notices will give some idea 
of the scope and universality of this psychic’s 
work in different parts of the world. The 
Chicago Times of January 4th, 1880, says: 

‘“ The exceptional and romantic career of Jesse 
Shepard, the famous phenomenal singer, would 
appear, if recounted in full, more like a tale of 
fiction than a recital of facts in :he history of his 
musical triumphs in all parts of the world. It is 
a common thing to read of the success of self- 
made men in business, and of how they had 
fought against fate and a selfish world for years 
before they gained a firm footing in commercial 
life; but who ever heard of a self-made musician, 
possessed of natural gifts both in vocal and in- 
strumental music? Young Shepard began at an 
early age to develope extraordinary talent for 
the piano, and made his first appeirance in pub- 
lic, before a critical Boston audience, in 1868. 
Competent judges pronounced the performance 
a remarkable one, but Shepard had no faith in his 
own talent, and at once decided on going to Paris 
and undergoing a thorough course of instruction 
under one of the great masters. When he arrived 
there, the young artist was at once asked to a 
reception by Wertel, the famous teacher of 
Jenny Lind, of Neilson, and of Marie Roze, and 
invited to sing before the most fastidious and 
critical audience in the world, composed of pro- 
fessors and their now distinguished pupils. 

“Tt was a trying ordeal for one so young and 
inexperienced. Wertel requested the newcomer 


to sing the most difficult ariain Meyerbeer’s mas- 
torpiece, and when he had finished the great 
teacher declared that Shepard’s voice was already 
beyond the range of practice or culture, and that 
he needed neither. This sudden and unexpected 
verdict was more than the skeptical young singer 
could believe, so a few days after he started in 
quest of Auber, the eminent French composer 
and the director of the Imperial’ conservatorium 
of music. Here he received the same verdict. 
But still he was inclined to have no faith in his 
own gifts, and desired something more decisive 
and definite. With this view he called upon 
Gastinelle, the famous composer of grand masses 


and sacred music. 
“Tt was at this point that Shepard b-gan his as- 


tonishing career in Europe. Upon hearing him 
sing, Gastinelle immediately engaged him to lead 
the grand chorus and sing the solos in the new 
mass to be performed for the first time on March 
25, 1869, in the Cathedral of Notre Dame, with 
an orcHestra of a hundred musicians and a 
chorus of two hundred voices. It must be re- 
membered that during ail this time Shepard had 
received no lessons in singing, had not practiced 
ascale of vocal music, and was ignorant of the 
methods of voice culture. He next appeared at 
high mass in St. Eustache, one of the largest 
churchesin Paris, and, finally, under the patron- 
age of the great singer and composer, the 
Countess Luigi de Lievers, at her select classi- 
cal concerts, then the leading events of the mu- 
sical world. AN this was accomplished in a few 
weeks, without any letters of introduction, and 
without any passport but that of his natural gift 
of singing. After remaining in Paris till the 
close of the season he next appeared in London, 
a perfect stranger, unannounced and unattended. 
In London his concerts were given in the man- 
sions of the nobility and with greater success 
than was ever attained by an unknown artist. 
“The young prodigy appeared in London 
under the patronage of the dowager Countess 
Combermere, at her mansion in Belgrave square, 
and subsequently under the patronage of the 
dowager Vicountess Gort, Lady Dunsany, and 
other society leaders. The most distinguished 
embassadors then in England were present, 
besides members of the royal family, at a recep- 
tion given by the Countess Combermere in his 
honor. The artist’s fame was now established in 
England and he was at once invited to other cen- 
tres of music and fashion. The question was 
asked on every hand, ‘Whois he, and where 
did he come from?’ It seemed as if a musical 
genius had suddenly made his appearance, from 
no one could tell where, and the mystery was all 
the greater, as none of the English papers had 
contained notices of him, and the general public 
was ignorant of his presence in London. It was 
not until he had been giving concerts in tho 
mansions of the nobility for some time that no- 
tices appeared in the journals. After a season of 
extraordinary success in England he went to 
Baden-Baden, again a stranger in a strange 
land. Here he was a guest of a nobleman, and 
he wasimmediately made acquainted with the 
elite of notables then congregated in that cele- 
brated German watering-pluce. It wasin Baden- 
Baden that he achieved one of the most remark - 
able successes ever experienced by an artist. His 
music both vocal and instrumental created a 
sensation absolutely without a parallel since the 
days when Mozart charmed the cognoscenti of 
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Vienna by his splendid genius. 

‘ Thoe season at Baden was exceptionally bril- 
liant. The queen of Prussia and many of the 
prominent nobles of Europe were there, and 
Gabrielle Kraus was singing with other great 
stars at the grand opera, yet the now intrepid 
musician encouraged by his previous success did 
not refuse when the Bishop of Baden begged 
that he would sing in the cathedral at high mass 
in order that church-goers might hear the wonder- 
ful music. On the following Sunday, Jesse 
Shepard appeared before the great organ with- 
out a note of written music, and in the presence 
of an immense congregation, composed of vari- 
ous denominations, singers, musicians, nobles 
and critics. The majority were drawn together 
to witness the most trying ordeal of his career. 
The young artist sang his own music, and upon 
the first notes ringing through the vast edifice 
all voices hushed and every one felt the deep re- 
ligious inspiration of the moment; then, as the 
voice grew stronger, it seemed as if it filled every 
part of the church, fromaltar todome. Perhaps 
the most wonderful part of this performance was, 
that Shepard manipulated the large organ, and 
sang at the same time, something never before 
attempted by a singer. After this triumph, he 
was praised by the great critics, and compli- 
mentedin every tongue. People wanted toknow 
where he studied music, and what was the name 
of his singing master. Madame Viardo Garcia, 
the sister of Malibran, and one of the famous 
teachers of singing in Europe, received the new 
prodigy at her chateau and invited him to take 
part ata select concert under her patronage. 
But this was only the beginning of perpetual 
musical triumphs, which, during the artist’s so- 
journ in Europe, seemed to have no end. He 
received invitations from every great capitol on 
the continent, from court dignitaries, impres- 
sarios, composers, and the dilettanti. He next 
visited St. Petersburg, that most fastidious of all 
cities for an artist to appear in 

“ Young Shepard’s life in Russia was a verita- 
ble romance, and does not seem to be analogous 
to the experience of any other musician. Arriv- 
ing there without friend or manager, he found 
all doors open at Lis ceming, and did not have 
to waitfor friends. He made his first appearance, 
amid great enthusiasm, at a select concert, after 
which he was invited tothe most recherche soirees 
in St. Petersburg, and his success was established 
in society beyond all cavil. After spending one 
year at the Russian capital and after having been 
a guest at the Imperiai palace at Gatchina, and 
at the Episcopal palace, he returned to England. 
From there he came to America, where he ap- 
peared in all the principal cities with the most 
pronounced success. He next visited Australia 
remaining there one year, appearing in Sydney, 
Melbourne, and Ballarat. In Melbourne his con- 
certs were given under the patronage of the lead- 
ing citizens and 
Nothing equal to the enthusiasm which his 
music creates has been known since the days of 
Jenny Lind.” 

Prof. Rodes Buchannan, in the New York 
Times, writes : 

“Tf you would listen to the wonderful musical 
performances of Jesse Shepard, you would never 
again sneer at ‘Ghostly music,” and if you should 
hear him (a young man of very limited educa- 
tion) declaiming with eloquence in the language 
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of Bacon and of Shakespeare in a literary style 
worthy of those authors, and then, with equal 
fluency, speaking in Hebrew from the Prophet 
Jeremiah, and in Chinese from Confucius, and 
learn that the Hebrew and Chinese could be 
fully recognized by those acquainted with those 
languages, and that the orations were worthy in 
style of their spiritual origin, you would prob- 
ably feel less inclined to treat such subjects with 
coarse jest and idle persiflage.” 


At a farewell reception in Chicago resolu- 
tions were passed respecting Mr. Shepard's 
work. Judge Edward S. Holbrook, of that 
city, supported the resolutions by the follow- 
ing remarks: 

“I cannot let so favorable an opportunity pass 
without a few remarks. Ihave kept my eye on 
this young man ever since his boyhood. I was 
acquainted with him long before he was known 
to the world Look at his wonderful articles in 
the Tames! Why, itis something we can show 
to all the world and be proud of. My profession 
leads me into those walks of life where critical 
and skeptical minds prevail. [ am brought in 
contact with lawyers, judges, and clergymen. 
You have no idea of the sensation this young 
man is creating. The other day, while in Joliet, 
I was asked by several lawyers if I could tell them 
auything about Jesse Shepard. They wanted to 
know something about this new wonder. They 
had been reading Bacon's essays in the Times. 
They asked me if he was educated, and I told 
them no; itis the spirit world coming down to 
you; will you hear it? For instance, these Ba- 
conic essays possess all the philosopher’s individ- 
uality, his profundity, his style, and his wonder- 
ful depth of thought. If it is not Bacon himself, 
it is some one just as great. 

“Spiritualism and mediums have been con- 
stantly assailed and ridiculed for lack of force, 
intelligence and culture in the phenomena pro- 


| duced. But here we have the force, the power 


which carries conviction with it. 
power which cannot be ridiculed. 
itis elevating. 
night. 
spheres, 


We have a 
Itis thrilling, 
We have listened to Mozart to- 
We have listenel tothe music of the 

I tell you we have a power here that 
defies the world, and if anyone can produce such 
music, now is the time to try. In the olden time 
they used to hear the angels sing. We have 
heard them sing to-night. If it is not the angels, 
what is it—can anyone tell?” 


The Daily Leader, of Grand Rapids, July 
12th, 1886, says: 

“In the work accomplished Spiritualists have 
great cause to rejoice, inasmuch as so many of 
our people, those occupying the highest positions 


| in society, have been deeply interested concern- 


ing the great question—if a man die shall he live 
again? It is a great thing to say that more has 
been accomplished than has been previously done 
by any worker who has visited us, yet such is 
the fact.” 

La Lumier, of Paris, July, 1884, 


among 
other things remarks: 


“Allthat we can say is, that after having known 
him, we and our numerous friends appreciate the 
fact, that his excellent reputation does not suffer 
by an intimate acquaintance. The gifts of this 


| young medium give him an exceptional place in 


the artistic world, and are the cause of marks of 
esteem and sympathy from our celebrated musi- 


cians; the illustrious composer, Samuel David, 
presenting his great work, ‘The Triumph of 
Peace,’ with the following inscription: ‘To my 
excellent friend and artist, Jesse Shepard.’ ” 

The Paris Figaro, the leading daily of the 
French capital, spoke of the singing of Mali- 
bran, and for the first time complimented art- 
istic mediumship. But it is a difficult task, in 
a limited space, to give anything like an ade- 
quate account of the actual work accom- 
plished, for we find that we have left out some 
of the most important and most wonderful 
achievements at various times and places 
during his career, and we shall close this short 
sketch by calling attention to what we believe 
to be one of the most remarkable triumphs 
ever gained forour cause. We allude to the 
many concerts given by Mr. Shepard in 
churches. 

In San Francisco several concerts were given 
under the patronage of Rev. Dr. Kalloch’s 
Baptist congregation, at the Metropolitan Tem- 
ple. A psychical seance was also held in the 
Temple, under the immediate supervision of 
Dr. Kalloch, which was the means of his con- 
version to Spiritualism, ashe preached a Spir- 
itual sermon afew weeks later, and gave up 
the ministry. The Temple is now occupied by 
a flourishing society of Spiritualists. At San 
Luis Obispo, a concert was given in the Jesuit 
Church, under the patronage of Father Rous- 
elle, the priest in charge. Father Rouselle, 
knowing the source of the music, said he was 
only too glad to have an opportunity of letting 
his people listen to such melody. The church 
was crowded on this occasion. At Chico, Cali- 
fornia, two performances were given in the 
Congregational Church. At Portland, Oregon, 
and in Walla Walla, the Unitarian Churches 
were placed at his disposal by the pastors and 
their congregations. At Leadville, the Method- 
ist Church was freely offered, and Mr. Shepard 
could have given the concert in the Episcopal 
Church, had he been so inclined. In Denver, a 
series were given in the Unitarian Church. 
The pastor of the Washington, D. C., Baptist 
Church assisted in the selling of tickets, and 
the whole congregation attended the concert 
there, The Mother Superior of the celebrated 
Convent of the Visitation, at Washington, in- 
vited Mr. Shepard tosing and play in the con- 
cert hall of that institution. One hundred nuns 
were present on this memorable occasion. 
Rey. Dr. Minot Savage, of Boston, offered his 
church fur a performance. In Paris Mr. Shep- 
ard was appointed leader of the great choir of 
Notre Dame, although M. Gastinelle, the mu- 
sical director, was aware of the psychic’s igno- 
rance of written music. He also sang at 
Saint Eustache, one of the largest and oldest 
churches in Europe. A curious fact is that Mr. 
Shepard’s first singing took place in a Cath- 
olic Church of our city, and that all through 
his career he has been identéfied with the se- 
verest orthodox elements in filling a mission 
there which no one else could fill. 

For the benefit of those who have not 
attended Mr. Shepard’s seances, we will at- 
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tempt a description of one of these grand per- 
f ormances—not scientifically in allits minuta, 
but plainly and briefly as possible, from the 
fact that, in order to notice his work among 
the principal nations of the civilized world, 
some of our readers may think we have given 
too much space already. Those lately held in 
this city were given at the residences of Mrs. 
Meara, on Pine street, and of M. Goettler, 
Esq., South Broadway, and attended by some 
select friends only, as the medium's stay here 
was short, because of his engagements ahead 
on his way to California, one of which, at 
Kansas City, has been previously noticed. 

On the 21st of November, at the residence 
of Mr. Goettler, some twenty persons were 
present. By invitation the writer of this re- 
mained in the room in which the circle was to 
be formed, and observed the placing of the 
seats, the arrangement of the piano and other 
furniture in the room. At the appointed time 
Mr. Shepard called sitters from the adjoining 
apartment one by one, and placed them in the 
circle, which reached from one end of the 
piano around in front, and to the other end of 
it, leaving a space inside of the circle in front of 
the piano, the medium taking his seat on the 
stool at the instrument. The doors were fast- 
ened, and the lights put out. A familiar tune 
was played onthe piano, in which the circle 
joined; then the performance commenced. 
First, however, we will say that in the audi- 
ence were several mediums, two of which were 
clairvoyants, and from one of whom, Mrs. 
Thomas, we have the following description: 
‘* As soon as the lights were put out, I saw Mr. 
Rhepard’s spirit guides; they were five in 
number, four males and one female. I could 
not tell their nationality, but they were ancient, 
except the lady, who seemed a German. I saw 
many others, three of whom I recognized from 
their portraits, with which I am familiar— 
Martin Luther, the great reformer; John Wes- 
ley founder of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
and Oliver Cromwell, of England. These were 
inside our circle, while immediately outside of 
it I saw a spirit circle, all in radiant white. 
Above this was another circle, whose garments 
shown like burnished silver, and having crowns 
on their heads. Then above these was another 
circle, clothed in white, but with a mellow, 
golden light emanating from their persons. 
Above these, and over all of us, was a dome 
about twenty feet in height, whose light, inall 
colors of the rainbow, shimmered down upon 
the circle; while from the middle of it threads 
of light, like rays from a diamond, centered 
upon the medium.” Mrs. Goettler clairvoy- 
antly ‘‘ saw part of this, but not all.’ 

The first performance was from Mozart—~ 
not extraordinary, but enough to awaken our 
apprehensions that something was to follow, 
and sure enough, there was ‘music in the 
air.” The harp, and other instruments, while 
being played, seemed to float around over our 
heads, and from them came the sweetest music 
in harmony with the principal. One clairvoy- 
ant said she saw the spirit with the harp. Sing- 


ing from Sontag, with piano accompaniment, 
came next. The voice, clear and distinct from 
the instrument, seemed to rise to «< high © ” 
with the utmost ease, executing a trill of won- 
derful clearness and beauty. Her soprano, con- 
trasted with that of La Blache in this duet, 
which, on his part, descended to the deep bass, 
and yet maintaining the wonderful power, 
seemed to usa performance absolutely beyond 
that of the natural human. 

At last the famous Egyptian march was an- 
nounced to come next. Here, again, descrip- 
tion falls far short of the real. Sounds, like the 
tramp of solid battallions, with the roll of 
drums and the clash of battle lines—with the 
boom of artillery, and sometimes the roaring 
thunder-sounds rising above all, as from a 
battle in the distance—impressed the listeners 
with awe and admiration. The booming effect 
seemed to be produced at times from the 
strings of the piano being struck with heavy 
drum sticks. Never before have we heard 
anything that seemed so much like as if a 
blacksmith boy were in the back part of a 
piano with a hammer, trying to break it. Cer- 
tainly, no mortal could have produced such 
sounds from those strings, without breaking 
them. With the close of this the end of the 
piano was raised several inches from the floor, 
and came down with a force that shook the 
building, We can not add to a description of 
this seance, so as to aid the mind of the reader 
in a comprehension of it, better than by quot- 
ing, from a private letterto a friend, from the 
pen of Professor Jacob Kraus, the eminent 
philologist and orientalist of Jerusalem, Pales- 
tine, who is regarded by scholars as the great- 
est authority in his special field of research. 
He is also a scientific musician, and knows 
whereof he speaks. 

“12 Bonp STREET, Boston, Mass., 
April 1, 1875. 

‘t DEAR SIR :—In answer to your letter, I would 
say that Mr. Jesse Shepard has lived with me this 
severe winter more than three weeks, during 
which time I have had sufficient opportunities of 
forming an idea of his peculiar musical talent. 
Not only is his Egyptian March, as you say, 
grand beyond description, but many others, such 
as Assyrian, Babylonian, Ancient Israelite, In- 
dian, Persian, etc., are equally wonderful in the 
highest degree. He is the greatest living musi- 
cian of his kind, and is called by some the ‘ mu- 
sical wonder.’ His musical talent is a fact, just 
like other facts ; for exa uple, like Shakespeare, 
Schiller, Homer, etc., so that we can say the 
nineteenth century has produced this peculiar 
musical wonder. It is thesame law which has 
produced in Germauy a Schiller and a Goethe, 
and in England a Shakespeare and Milton. How 
this law worked to effectsuch phenomena may be 
difficult to explain, and these phenomena them- 
selves may not be conscious of it, or even not al- 
ways know of it themselves. The ‘ Philosophus 
Teutonicus,’ in his several works, explains very 
many things, if not all things; and reading his 
books may afford similar food as music affords, 
and may enlighten you in regard to other ques- 
tions; therefore, enjoy true philosophy, and en- 

: 


joy sublime music. 


“T remain, yours truly, J. F. Kraus.” 


If space would permit, we would write 
of Mr, Shepard, when, as a child and youth, 
he was on our streets. He went with other 
boys, but was not always of them and with 
them. He was peculiar, perhaps, at times, 
eccentric, and, like the Webster boy, appa- 
rently lazy, and other peculiarities having sim- 
ilar illustrious examples we might mention; 
but we note only one: 

Professor Gilfillen, of this city, whose instant 
and sad death recently occurred, from falling 
while engaged in training vines on the front of 
his home, and who was principal of one of the 
Schools that young Shepard attended often, 
said that “he could not teach him like other 
boys, because he would not study like other 
boys.” 

The musical part of the work of this medium 
is a revelation in itself. There are those who 
will not heed table tipping, spirit rapping, 
slate writing——who will not look at form mate- 
rialization, nor listen to the still voice of inspi- 
ration—who are overtaken with convincing 
surprise while they sit and listen to the won- 
drous music given to mortal ears through 
Jesse Shepard. Notwithstanding their learn- 
ing and culture, they return to his seances 
again and again, at last being constrained to 
say, ‘it must be true!” 


MOTHERS AND DAUGHTERS. 


Youth's Companion: A young girl, beautiful 
and attractive, while engaged to he married to 
an honest, honorable gentleman a few years ago, 
became entangled in the toils of a scape-grace, 
who wished to marry her solely for her fortune. 
The girl was giddy «and weak and unable to free 
herself. 

“ Why do you not go to your mother?’ asked a 
friend. “It is she who should protect you from 
such a villian.” 

“ Mother is at the head of two or three charit- 
able organizations,” was the reply. ‘‘She has 
too many foundlings and emigrants and ragged 
schools to care for to attend to my love affairs.” 

Her mother knew nothing of the matter until 
she broke her engagement and married the man 
whom ske feared even before marriage, who 
treated her with cruelty and forced her to leave 
him in a year a broken hearted woman. Like too 
many American girls, she was left to choose her 
husband without the help or advice of any friend. 

Now, it is right for a mother to take part in 
organized charities, and to care for foundlings, 
emigrants, or any other of God’s needy creatures, 
provided she does not neglect those children 
whom He has put especially in her charge. The 
duty of a mother to her girls does not end when 
she has fed, clothed and educated them. 

One of the most womanly women in the court 
of Queen Victoria, herself middle-aged, presented 
a friend to her aged mother, with the tender 
words: “She is not only my mother, but my 
most intimate friend.” 

How many of the girl readers claim their 
mothers as an intimate friend? It is usually the 
faul: of the daughter if this loving comradeship 
does not exist. 


Women can stand tight shoes, tight gloves, 
and tight waists, but they properly draw the 
line at tight husbands. —X 
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For Light in the West, 


MEMORY. 
BY GEORGE 8PAULDING GREEN. 
Memory, ’tis a backward look 
O'er the pathway of the past, 


Memory, ’tis our spirit book 
Where dear images are cast. 


Home and father, home and mother, 
How we bring them up again; 

Home and sister, home and brother— 
A golden, pearl-strung chain. 


Higher than the towering mountain ; 
Bro der than the ocean wide; 
Deeper than the deepest fountain, 
Are Memory’s jewels true and tried. 


For Light in the West. 
SPIRITUAL SPECULATIONS—REVIEW. 


BY JOHN CUNINGHĦHAM. 
PanT III. 


Spirit Hmbodiment—Intuition. 

Mr A. J. Davis affirms (in “ Answers to 
Questions,” page 55,) and Mr. Kiddle 
quotes, the following: 

“Spirit without a body is not individualized, 
Spirit is the impersonal essence of the omnipres- 
ent Father and Mother. It is personalized and 
secreted from the universal ocean of divine prin- 
ciples by means of the forming and containing 
soul. Hence spirit cannot exist disembodied. It 
would be swallowed up, like a drop of water, in 
the common sea of infinite principles.” 

As l have shown, Mr. Davis has made 
an improper and confusing distinction 
between the accepted ordinafy meanings 
of the English words spirit and soul; and 
he here means by soul the spiritual body 
(what Kardec calls peri spirit or spirit’s 
material vestment, after it is excarnated). 
By tho “ Mother” he means, as shown by 
his writings, the material universe or 
“Nature”. By the “ Father” he means 
the “Supreme Divine Mind” or God. 
Whether by God he means a personal or 
impersonal Essence, it is not needful just 
here to inquire; but what he here means 
by “spirit” is something primarily imper- 
sonal. But, by the way, it is to be inferred 
from his writings, that Man in his en- 
tirety, is an offspring from a male Divine 
Mind by a female material Existence! If 
true, it at least illustrates what Mind can 
do with Matter. 

Mr. Davis, in his published works, has 
set forth an elaborate theory of a sort of 
universe of what he designates as Ideas 
and Principles; and he places or scales 
this sub-infinitude of elementaries between 
God, on one hand, and common or inani_ 
mate Matter, on the other. This interme, 
diate section of the total Infinite, he treats 
as the active and re-active machinery of 
the universe. J have been compelled to 
present his theory in this outlined or 


imned aspect, to enable tho reader more 
readily to understand his method and 
purport in its exposition, Butin my view, 
the universe, inclusive of all, is the exis- 
tence and the action of Spirit and Matter, 
in correlation—this existence and action I 
can perceive and comprehend to some ex- 
tent; beyond this much, I cannot now go, 
and must await progression. In the in- 
finite ages, Mr. Davis and I may come to 
learn much. Yethe leaves us ina maze 
as to the natures and qualities of these 
“ Ideas and Principles”—whether they be 
of the spiritual or material—and under 
their assumed system he classes, as factors, 
spirit as sublimated matter and even Love 
as a physical emotion, and Life as only a 
natural phenomenon, However, in later 
years, he came to regard spirit, in a rela- 
tion, as ‘pure reason; intuition; God in 
the flesh.” He did, also, ever admit that 
God was immaterial. 

Esteoming, as I do, tho soul to be also 
an immaterial and an ever living unchange- 
able intolligent entity, I must repudiate 
the assumption in the above extract, that 
it is a material secretory source of the per- 
sonalizing of spirit. In the light ofappar- 
ent facts, a human soul is a spirit in the 
fesh, and when so-called death occurs, it 
leaves the flesh; these facts furnish us tho 
postulates: incarnation and excarnation. 
These at various times haye been seem- 
ingly assumed by Mr. Davis; and if, ac- 
cording to his formula of “The Human 
Constitution,” spirit is “God in the flesh” 
and is “Intuition,” why his assertion that 
“spirit cannot exist disembodied,” spec- 
ially as he means, without physical embodi- 
ment? Ona theory of the universe that 
matter is an effect in it and not the cause 
of it, neither the idea nor fact of a physi- 
cal embodiment is requisite to spirit—it 
being the divine originating and control- 
ling solf-existent power. And what other 
theory could the “pure reason” or the 
“intuition” of an intelligent being (spirit) 
form or hold? The idea or principle of an 
Omniscient, Omnipotent or “Omnipres- 
ent” paternal Individuality absolutely re- 
quires this theory. Yet Mr. Davis seems 
to have been beclouded by a notion that 
the “Supreme Divine Mind” was a sort 
of “ Ocean”—and not a Personality. The 
obsessing influence to materialistic reason- 
ing and comparisons bewildered him. 

Spirit( humanized as an “immortal 
soul”) is an emanation from God, who is 
commensurate with the universe ; and by 
mere differentiation it becomes individual- 
ized. It is “personalized” in the preparation 


for and process of incarnation or embadi- 
ment, Asan eternal and divine essence, 
it was previously a something in being 
and sufficient in essence to itself (so I 
am impressed,) without or with a body. 
Every drop of “ the common sea of infin- 
ite principles” exists, sui generis, Did Mr. 
Davis assume that a spirit had a material 
embodiment antecedent to incarnation? 
or, a8 he for a time assumed, did he mean 
that spirit was in itself “an indissoluble 
unity of the finest particles of matter”? 
And I am inspired to state here, that in 
the analogies of the dual universe of spirit 
and matter, spirit is as much a particled 
element of the spiritual domain as an atom 
or molecule is of the material. Spirit as 
an entity is the controlling power, and 
therefore not dependent on matter. Asa 
mode of reasoning I ask: Cannot God 
exist without physical embodiment or can 
it be denied that HE 1s Spirit? The duality 
of His universes requires correlation of its 
two entities ; but neither of these entities 
requires what is called embodiment, one 
by or in the other or vice versa. 

The difference between the theory ex- 
pounded by Mr. A. J. Davis and that by 
myself, may be here outlined in some fun- 
damental respects, by two extracts from 
my essay on “Spirit and Matter—Evolu- 
tion and Progress :” — 

(1) “A leading distinction between spirit and 
matter is that spirit is personal and matter is im- 
personal. It is the personal consciousness of 
spirit which is the touchstone or absolute test of 


the difference of essezce between itself aud mat- 
ter —one knows itself, the other does not.” 

(2). 
an entity. 

t A spirit incarnated; its first rational [pure 
reason] consciousness is of or relates to its own 
nature or entity. By this is not meant, precisely, 
its original intuition of its existence; nor yet its 
idea of itself as a primordial intelligent essence 
or, rather, personage. These preceded its sub- 
mergence into matter, and its constriction to 
active and mission work within its realm. Its 
primary realization of this new relative condition 
consiste in an act cf reason—a new spiritual or a 
menta! function arising from or springing out of 
tho new organic relation of soul and body. Hence 
the ever leading human consciousness as to one- 
self may properly be termed rational. But there 
is a primitive consciousness in spirit (not existent 
in matter, )apart from incarnation or matter 
which may be self-perceived as inherent, and 
may be termed innate, and which informs it 
what is its*essence or ils identity with the origi 
nal self-existent Supreme Entity.” 


Thus divulges spirit, as to itself; and 
also, it is but fair induction from apparent 
conditions and from the inter-relations of 
fitting effect and cause ; and this statement 
describes a process of progression ; and, also, 


“ Spirit and soul are identical as 
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it indicate what intuition is. It furnishes 
the meaning of “God in the flesh.” Mr. 
Davis has defined, among other inconsis- 
tent definitions, spirit to be intuition; but 
he did not say in what respect. Its action 
must have been suspended in him when in 
his “superior condition,” or he could 
never have affirmed that intuition (the 
divine in the flesh!) partook of the qual- 
ity “of the finest particles of matter.” 

Spirit is never embodied ; it is not in itself 
“abody’”! Nor isits any material vestment, 
of its kind or essence. If this is nottrue, 
then it is but dust, and never .was or be- 
came “a living soul,” 

It is well known that particles of mat- 
ter can through chemical affinity be com- 
pounded, and into various forms and sub- 
stances in embodiments of different na- 
tures and qualities; and yet that they can 
be resolved back into their original elo- 
ments. And an “ unspiritual’’ skeptic may 
ask: Ifa spirit must be embodied, why 
does it leave the human body? Or, if 
matter be impenetrable, how can there be 
a change in condition or place? 

SPIRIT’S RELATION TO SPACE AND “ MASS” OR 
. MATTER. š 

Spirits do interpermeate matter. To 
say : “ Spirit without a body is not indi- 
vidualized,” is one proposition, and one 
founded on an unreliable assumption or 
theory ; and to aver that: “Spirit cannot 
exist disembodied,” is another proposi- 
tion, and a preposterous one. Spirit infuses 
itself into matter and incites its evoluting 
operations for some ultimate purpose ; but 
it does not follow that matter in turn is 
infused into spirit, either to change or 
compound its essence or to procure for it 
a place in space. Space is infinite, and 
has sufficient room for both—as is inces- 
santly demonstrated by facts without re- 
gard to speculations to the contrary. Mr. 
Kiddle quotes from Isaac Taylor : “ Body 
“í is the necessary means of bringing mind 
‘into relationship with space and exten- 
“tion, and so giving it place. A disem- 
“ bodied spirit, or sheer mind, is nowhere. 
“ When we talk of absolute immateriality, 
“and wish to withdraw mind altogether 
“from matter, we must no longer allow 
“ourselves to imagine that it is, or that 
“it can be, in any place or that it has any 
‘¢kind of relationship to the visible and 
‘extended universe.” Why not? All these 
assertions are predicated of the theory of 
absolute materialism, and of the supposed 
fact that the material mass, through exten- 
non and impenetrability (Kiddle), absolutely 
fills space, which is indefinite extension 


in all directions! These are palpaple non- 
sequiturs, and run into reductio ad absur- 
dums, Under this theory, how can a body 
which fills its own space completely, make 
place for spirit, when spirit cannot for it- 
self? The “body ’’ has no place to spare, 
and the entity of spirit is of course totally 
excluded! Yetthe theory by assuming 
embodiment ( according to Mr, Taylor ) 
assumes the existence of spirit in space. 
Or, if absolute Mass completely fills space 
(however infinite,) why talk of spirit and 
its intelligence at all. In either view, the 
materiality or immateriality of spirit is 
not involved nor dependent on space as 
such. The whole question becomes 
changed, and to this: Is Mass, spirit and 
intelligence? For, spirit does exist. 

It is very well to address such an argu- 
ment to Materialists, to those who can only 
conceive that substance must be material. 
To put an answer in a common shape, I 
ask; Could not God make an immaterial 
as well as a material substance, orin other 
words, essence or entity? Mr. Kiddle chides 
me for not pausing to define words; other 
people can look to their dictionaries as 
wellasI;andI do not write for those 
who will not trouble themselves to look 
into one. Any thing that exists is sub- 
stance—an entity or something in being ; 
and mankind has long and widely recog- 
nized the thought and fact of an immater- 
ial and intellectual BEING; and called it 
“spirit” or some corresponding name; 
and because such being has manifested its 
existence and demonstrated the quality of 
its essence, 

Any good standard work on “ Natural” 
or “ Physical” Philosophy will inform Mr. 
Kiddle that no portion of matter nor mass 
in general, although it has extension, is 
either impenetrable or incompressible, as 
fact; and common experience demon- 
strates it is not. To assume it to be fact 
in the abstract, will not do. Perkins set- 
tled it in the concrete as to water, which 
although penetrable, was supposed to be 
incompressible. Spiritualism in its facts, 
and especially manifested in thousands of 
seances, shows that spirit bas intellectual 
existence ; that it is personalized; that it 
has power over matter and can fashion 
its particles into compound forms ; that it 
readily and unobstructedly passes through 
matter without apparently disturbing its 
place; and that it can evon pass matter 
through matter or transpose their places. 
Do either of the parties herein named 
propose to deny these facts? In short, 
spirit and matter do occupy space, whether 


or not spirit be an immaterial or mater 
ial essence. The Divine plan embraces 
and induces the harmony of their associ- 
ation and action ! 

The idea of a “necessary” body, pre- 
cludes change. Mr. Taylor, in speaking 
of spirit “combining itself with matter, 
by means ofa corporeal lodgment,’’ per- 
force implies a hiatus, during which, how- 
ever short, spirit is not embodied. What 
was its condition before lodgment? 

SPACE AND MASS — THEIR RELATION. 

What is space? What right has any one 
to assume that it is something or that it is 
not? May it not be a mere imagination, 
suggested by the fact that the mass of 
matter requires, and has what are called, 
length, breadth und depth or hight—or 
an ideal measurement? Letussee. Length, 
breadth and thickness are abstractions or 
mathematical ideas; wherein is their con- 
creteness? Not they, but mass, is the con- 
crete. They constitute only dimensions; 
and dimensions are only fictitious or imag- 
ined measurements, Measurement of mass 
is a mere mathematical system, and insti- 
tuted to meet the exigencies of our ideas 
or reasoning. An architect may have an 
edifice and its dimensions in his ‘f mind’s 
eye”; but it has as such neither existence 
nor space, apart from his idea, until it is 
put into coicrete substance and shape. 

When Zoellner found there were facts 
which could not be accounted for- on the 
hypothesis of three material dimensions, 
he endeavored to imagine, and he pre- 
sumed, a fourth. His “transcendental 
physics” or theory failed to embrace the 
truth that dimensions were not physical 
facts in themselves. And Slade had to il- 
lustrate to him that spiritual or immaterial 
facts had to account and did, in truth, ac- 
count for the actual phenomena which 
Prof. Z. had really perceived. Therefore, 
whether space be dimension or dimension 
be space, it is not a material something. 
Space, then, must be idealistic or be spir- 
itual. Has either a circle cr its centre, 
length, breadth and thickness in any real 
condition? Then, what connection have 
dimensions or space with the question of 
the materiality or immateriality of spirit? 
—as Mr. Kiddle insists. Or, what has 
space to do with what is the substance or 
quality of either Mass or Spirit? Mass 
suggests, and only suggests, the concep- 
tion or postulate of space. Mass occupi s, 
by its own extension; but occupancy is 
not space — they imply different ideas. 
Space is similar to time; and time is no 
entity or something. It isa limited mode 
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of measuring a portion of eternity. 

The spacial theory has led some writers 
to imagine and postulate a centre of the 
universe, and to suppose that, by positive 
and nogative or polaric forces, all ele- 
ments, whether physical or spiritual (sub- 
limated material), were drawn or tethered 
to that centre. This is strictly material- 
istic and very visionary. A centre im- 
plics limits or outlines ; the centres of any 
objects, such as articles or rooms, depend 
on their respective sizes and shapes, and 
are all apart as to their locale, The centre 
of one acre or of a box is not the centre 
of another; and its location within its lim- 
its is determined by its external figure. 
The centre ofa circle is a point within it, 
at equal distances from every part of its 
circumference or limit, What is without 
limit, is without centre. If the universe is 
limitless, it is centerless; because any and 
all points (numberless)in it must be esti- 
mated as at equally infinite distances from 
the illimitably ultimating exterior, and 
one is as much central or not central as 
another to the universe! Thus or there- 
fore there cannot be myriads of centres to 
the universe, nor one, What strange freaks 
illogical or baseless ideas display! A cen- 
tre of the universe is not at all supposable 
(neither the earth nor the sun nor any 
star) unless we associate the idea with God. 
Nor, on the same reasoning, can we sup- 
pose that there isa centre of gravitation or 
physical attraction in the universe. All 
portions of it equally attract or are equally 
attracted ; there ia, therefore, an universal 
equilibrium ; hence no universal motion in 
any given direction, however there may, 
within, be counter-currents of motion. 

Churleston, 8. C., Dec. 1886. 


Queries: A young man was to speak to 
the toast, ‘The Ladies.’ He got the lines of 
Pope on vice mixed with those of Scott on 
woman, and delivered himself as follows: “I 
rise to say that [ have no doubt but that I 
voice the sentiment of every gentleman here 
when I say, in the familiar lines: 

‘O woman, in our hours of ease, 
Uncertain, coy, and hard to please; 
But too oft seen, familiar with thy face, 
We first endure, then pity, then embrace.’ ” 


National Weekly: There is a speck of his- 
tory connected with the origin of church pews 
that cannot help but prove interesting. In the 
early days of the Anglo-Saxon and some of the 
Norman churches, a stone bench afforded the 
only sitting accommodations for visitors or mem- 
bers. Inthe year 1319 they are spoken of as 
sitting on the ground, or in a sitting, or in a 
standing posture. Ata latter period the people 
introduced low, three-legged stools, and they 
were placed in no uniform order in the church. 
Directly after the Norman conquest wooden 
seats came in fashion. In 1387 a decree was 


issued that none should call any seat in the 
church his own except noblemen and patrons, 
each entering and holding the one he first found. 
From 1530 to 1549 seats were more appropriated, 
and a crowbar guarded the entrance, bearing the 
initials of the owner. It wasin 1608 that galler- 
ies were first thought of. And as early as 1614 
ews were arranged to afford comfort by being 

aized or cushioned, while the sides around were 
so high as to hide the occupants —a device of the 
Puritans to avoid being seen by the officer, who 
reported those who did not stand when the name 
of Jesus was mentioned. 


For Light ın the West. 
THE ELIMINATION OF CHRISTIAN 
MYTHS. 
BY MRS. M. L. MCGINDLEY, 

Since the first dawn ofthe enlightenment 
of mankind every form of religious faith 
has been veiled and shrouded in dogmas 
based on what were denominated holy or 
sacred mysteries. The religious systems 
ef the Egyptians were especially prolific 
with this combination of superstition, their 
devotees passing through a symbolic initi- 
ation which was complex, and in many 
respects tragic, some of the elements of 
which are still visible in our existing secret 
fraternities. 

The Roman and Grecian mythologies 
partook largely of the Egyptian in this 
regard, the inner courts of their temples 
being sealed books to those who wor- 
shiped at their shrine, the mysterious 
proclamations of their oracles resulting 
from aninterior, hidden priestcraft; while 
the Jewish oligarchy formulated their 
enunciations as to the Divine will and re- 
quirements within the interior courts of 
the temples, through which they held the 
masses under the fear and wrath of Jeho- 
vah, and thus maintaining what has al- 
ways been claimed by the Christian clergy 
as a theocracy. The collosal organizations 
of the Christian faith were simply the out- 
growth of the ancient religions, 

The story of the immaculate concep- 
tion resulting as it did from the general 
belief in that age that heroesand heroines 
were begotten by gods made it quite easy 
to cause a belief of that kind to be made 
general among the people; hence, the 
early teachers of Christianity were able 
without difficulty to instil in the minds 
of the Jews, Grecians and Romans the 
dogma or doctrine of the God paternity of 
Jesus, and to erect on that superstructure 
that unparalleled combination of priestly 
theories which fastened upon the world 
the various denominations of the Christ- 
ian religion. A retrospective view will 
demonstrate the fact, that this system 
was not established and sustained even in 
that early age without difficulty; for the 
remnants of a grand civilization that had 


existed at Athens, Rome and Alexandria 


| furnished independant thinkers who pub- 


lically questioned the truth of the remark- 
able claims of the early Christian fathers, 
Hence, Christianity had but a sickly ex- 
istence until Constantine and his succes- 
sors compelled obedience to its mandates 
by military power, through which obedi- 
ence to the behests of the Church was 
secured. The priesthood, the allies of the 
tyrants, having destroyed almost the last 
vestage of ancient learning, thus sank the 
world into ignorance, and prepared the 
people for the reception of their illogical 
and unreasonable doctrines, All impar- 
tial thinkers have imputed to the Chris- 
tian religion thus organized and per- 
petuated the phenomenal ignorance, de- 
gradation and despotism that existed dur- 
ing the dark ages, and they must admit 
that civilization dawned upon the world 
only when disintegration of the Church 
began, by that process of evolution which 
produced such independant rational think- 
ers as questioned the truth of the super- 
natural origin of the Christian faith, and 
demonstrated the fallacy of the holy ori- 
gin of those myths which resulted in its 
dogmas, 

A long line of gigantic frauds based up- 
on the superstitions of the people, and 
interwoven in the very framework of gov- 
ernments cannot be eliminated from the 
minds of the masses, and successfully 
overthrown without a slow process of cul- 
ture, and the toil of independant thinkers 
and patient reformers for many genera- 
tions, The reformation, while it dis- 
carded many of the worst and most un- 
reasonable dogmas of the Mother Church 
necessarily retained the basic theories of 
immaculate conception, atonement, a burn- 
ing hell and the necessity of an unques- 
tioned acceptance of these dogmas. It 
seems that it can be successfully proven 
that the various rival denominations are 
the fruits of that evolution which is lead- 
ing up to independant thought; for each 
sect is gradually diverging in belief from 
what was considered the essential doctrine 
of the evangelical churches, thus bringing 
in their train the parent sects to a more 
rational conception ofreligious truth. It 
would be unfair to claim chat the Catholic 
Church is not the recipient of the fruits 
of this evolution, for the careful observer 
cannot fail to see a slow but sure advance- 
ment in all departments of that great 
ecclesiastical organization. The Mother 
Church under the benign influence of mod- 
ern civilization is being compelled to cast 
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aside her heritage of ancient superstition ; 
while we note with pleasure such radical 
changes of formulated creeds among the 
Congregational and other denominations 
as are bringing them abreast of thet cur- 
rent of advanced free thought whi . vill 
surely lead them to tho recognition of vhe 
truth of the Spiritual philosophy. It is 
needless to say that the demonstration of 
scientific truth must produce this result 
when every form of religion must be sub- 
jected to the crucible of human reason. 
The origin of species, the exclusive propo- 
gation of the human family, the boundless- 
ness of the universe filled with rolling, peo- 
pled worlds, all under the rule of univers- 
al law must demonstrate to every rational 
individual the absurdity of what are 
termed miracles and the supernatural ori- 
gin of the founder of Christianity; while 
the clear, unquestioned fact that punish- 
ment follows violation of moral and nat- 
ural Jaws in a just degree precludes the 
belief in the atonement, as all persons 
thus answer and pay the penalty for every 
iniquity. 

The belief in the individualized person- 
ality of the Governor of this endless uni- 
verse will not much longer be accepted by 
any person in this enlightenedage. This 
view is unworthy of the attributes of 
Deity, and has a direct tendency to dwarf 
the intellect. It is not for us to know 
whether worlds could have been peopled 
and governed other than by natural evol- 
utionary development, which results in 
animal and human suffering; but wo may 
well believe from spiritual things which 
we have obtained that there is a natural, 
compensating Power in the celestial uni- 
verse which compensates for the suffering 
and hardships that have been experienced. 
It seems evident that the elimination of 
a belief in supernaturalism from the ortho- 
dox churches of the world must re estab- 
lish them upon a groundwork of useful- 
ness which renders them an essential aux- 
ilary ina progressive civilization. Noris 
it unreasonable to expect that this revolu- 
tion will be attained within an early per- 
iod, when we contemplate the unparal- 
leled advancement in every department 
of intellectual development that this gen- 
eration has secured, for we can well aver 
that more practical and scientific knowl- 
edgo has been secured by the race within 
the last thirty years than had been at- 
tained in all the ages of the past; while 
that universal march of genius is steadily 
moving on to'certain conquest, thus storm- 
ing the citadals of ancient superstition, 


and under its genial guidance advancing 
the masses in an unprecedented ratio. 

As in the ancient civilizations, and espec- 
ially before their culmination and decline, 
the recognition of the fact that the spirits 
of a grand and heroic ancestry guided and 
controlled the movements ot those who 
left monuments of literature and art to 
succeeding generations, so we may well 
know and truthfully proclaim that the 
evolutionary process above indicated, 
through which our advancement is secured 
is the fruits of the iabor of that immense 
host of spirits whose silent but effective 
influence permeates every avenue of hu- 
man enterprise, and lends inspiration to 
all those who labor for the elevation of 
mankind. 

The laws of spiritual intercourse and 
control are so fine and subtle as to pro- 
clude any great and valuable control over 
the ignorant and undeveloped ; hence, as 
we progress in morals and intellectual 
culture, spiritual aid will be extended in 
a greater degree. This will be seen in 
the fact that the heavenly messengers at 
the birth of our new philosophy could 
indicate their presence only by the tiny 
rap, since which time they have continu- 
ously exhibited higher degrees of mani- 
festations in the almost numberless phases 
of mediumship,— especially materializa- 
tion, independant slate-writing and clair. 
voyant power. Indeed, our opponents 
have almost ceased to use the weapon of 
ridicule, as our demonstrations of spirit 
power have in the last few years become 
so conclusive and astounding. We bave 
reached the portico of rational religious 
thought, and in a few years at most we 
will safely walk the corridors, securely 
housed in the citadel, Our cause is a glor- 
ious one. Let us be true to our trust, and 
our reward is assured. 


PEN PICTURE OF THE HEREAFTER. 


{From ‘‘ Sermons of the Rev. C. H. Spurgeon, of London,” 
Second Series, Sermon XVII, page 275. Italics ours.] 


There is a real fire in hell, as truly as you 
have now a real body—a fire exactly like that 
which we have on earth in every thing except 
this, that it will not consume, though it will 
torture you. 

You have seen the asbestos lying in the fire 
red hot, but when you take it out it is uncon- 
sumed. So your body will be prepared by God 
in such a way that it will burn forever without 
being consumed: it will lie, not as you con- 
sider, in metaphorical fire, but in actual flame. 
Did our Saviour mean fictions when he said he 
would cast body and soul into hell? What 
should there be a pit for if there were no 
bodies? why fire, why chains, if there were to 


be no bodies? Can fire touch the soul? can 
pits shnt in spirit? can chains fetter souls? No ; 
pits, and fire, and chains are for bodies, and 
bodies shall be there. Thou wilt sleep in the 
dust a little while. When thou diest, thy soul 
will be tormented alone—that will be a hell for 
it—but at the day of judgment thy body will join 
thy soul, and then thou wilt have twin hells; 
body and soul shall be together, each brim- 
full of pain, thy soul sweating in its inmost 
pore drops of blood, and thy body, from head 
to foot, suffused with agony ; conscience, judg- 
ment, memory, all tortured; but more, thy 
head tormented with racking pains, thine eyes, 
starting from their sockets with sights of 
blood and woe; thine ears tormented with 


“ Bullen moans and hollow groans, 
And shrieks of tortured ghosts.’? 


Thine heart beating high with fever; thy - 


pulse rattling at an enormous rate in agony; 
thy limbs cracking like the martyrs in the fire, 
and yet unburnt; thyself, put ina vessel of 
hot oil, pained, yet coming out undestroyed ; 
all thy veins becoming a road for the hot feet 
of pain to travel on; every nerve a string on 
which the devil shall ever play his diabolical 
tune of Hell’s Unutterable Lament; thy soul 
forever and ever aching, and “thy body palpi- 
tating in unison with thy soul. . . . If 
God be true, and this Bible be true, what I 
have said is the truth, and you will find it one 
day to be so. 


Tyndall, in “ Fragments of Science”: When 
I attempt to give the Power which I see mani- 
fested in the universe an objective form, per- 
sonal or otherwise, it slips away from me, de- 
clining all intellectual manipulation. I dare 
not, save poetically, use the pronoun + He” 
regarding it; I dare not call it a «Mind; I 
refuse to call it even a “ Cause.” Its mystery 
overshadows me; but it remains a mystery, 
while the objective frames which some of my 
neighbors try to make it fit seem to me to 
distort and desecrate it. 


The deacon’s wife wanted to jot down the 
text, and, leaning over to her scapegrace 
nephew, she whispered : “ Have you got a card 
about you?” “You can’t play in church!” 
was his solemn, reproving answer; and the 
good woman was so flustered that she forgot 
all about the text. j 


Cleveland Leader: The inquisition against 
the Andover ‘heretics’ has commenced. Must 
men accept their theology ready made by hu- 
man conventions and under penalty of perse- 
cution, or shall they have the right to exer- 
cise their powers of reason and their con- 
sciences? 


W. S. Gilbert is credited with a witty re- 
mark: ‘It is easy enough for Bishops to be 
good on salaries of £5,000 a year,” said the 
satirical dramatist, looking round upon a cir- 
cle of literary friends, ‘‘ but we have 10 be good 
for nothing —(a pause)—and some of us are ` 
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For Light in the West. 


SPIRIT OF LIGHT. 


BY DELAVAN DF YOE. 
STANZA XIII. 

Hail! new-born son of light, and monitor 

Of God, chosen the heavens to explore, 
And all the earth to teach the law of truth 
And love in all its purity; mankind to save 
From superstition, ignorance and sin— 

Sin unto transgression of the laws divine 
Decreed unto the world, the unfoldment 
Thereof essential to the minds of men 
Wherein the Spirit dwells, 

Eighteen hundred years have fled 
Since most divine this Light on earth appeared; 
Yet new to-day, though o’er the time-worn past, 
The shadows countless fall, the horiz nto dim 
Of his most loyal birth. 

Condemn him not, nor swell the lay 
Disputants raise against the new-born truth— 
Truth untorighteousness and love perpetual 
In every pore through him diffused the light 
Divine, o’er all the earth to spread, while mercy 
Shone celestial 
A beacon star, with glorious power, given 


A light unquenchable— 


A luminous guide to all aspiring souls; 

The angels at whose birth obeisance paid 

In worship of the new-born Medium King. 
Deep darkness fled and thro’ the gates of Heaven 
Elysian wisdom shines. 

Seer and saint in silence dwelt 
Conjoint in prayer, with hope eternal blessed. 
Powers astringent fell; disasters fled, 

While crimson marked thesky. The virgin’s lamp 
Was lit, and doctrines ancient overhauled 

By priests and kings—into the vastydepths 

Of time they wallow’d, seeking for authority— 
A record of another age and day 

In which the Medium King should come. 

Herod, the king, with power unresigned 
Vaunting in avarice and pride, with hau’ty mien 
In dread of wisdom’s guide, ordained of God— 
By ancient prophets warned ,—to overthrow 
Straightway he sent his wise men forth to search 
The land to find the promised King, 

Beneath the star of Bethlehem. 

The new-born star appeared, as was foretold, 
Guide and sign of heaven, the place denoting 
Where in mortal form the spirit immortal lay. 

The shepherds guarding their flocks 
Great visions had, of spirits hovering ’round 
Materializing in the open air. 

No cabinet to demonstrate their power, 

Other than the circling canopy of heaven. 
Following the star’s reflecting rays 

In circles falling, onward the wise men trod— 
Twas heaven's usher to where in open manger 
The Son of Light appeared. 

Beholding the issue divine, in prayer 
They knelt, their spirit guides directing, 


And ’gainst the orders of the king 

With message to return, now captivated 

By the spirit of light, enlisted 

And in new roles of peace departed hence 

Into a distant land, the tyrant king 

To shun and joyful news to spread. 

While Joseph, acting as the spirit father 

Of the spirit child and Medium guide « 
On earth, most worthily by counsel wise, 
Knowing the king’s decree, to Egypt fled. 

Then into Nazareth went, the wife and child con- 
There to unfold the ancient law [ducting, 
Which, given in the ages past, set forth 

The time and place wherein the Tree of Life 


Should bloom. 
The wige men not returning, 


Their time of absence being overdue, 
The wily king with rage and turbulent, 
By the spirits of matter held to earth 
And blinded by the spirits astral, 
The crown defending, deaf to heaven’s call, 
‘With hate implacable he issued 
The doomed decree, his slayers sending forth— 
To death he put the children of the land, 
There to unburied lie, the earth bestrewing 
With skulls of babes and sucklings wrenched 
In anger from the mothers’ arms. 

Iniquity and mammon ruled the earth 
And desolation spread o’er all the land. 
The spirits of light with arms outstretched, 
Dispatched to earth with holy consolation— 
Borne on the waves of light with love they came 
All broken bearts to heal, 

Directed by the Father of light the medium child 
For a term of years seclusion sought ; 
Then in due time came forth a lustrous star. 
At early age within the temple gorgeous 
Inspired of God, amid high priests and kings, 
Marvelous in power of speech he stood. 
He taught the highest learned the law divine, 
And yielding to his childlike form and voice 
They bowed him reverence. 

So spake the enemy of sin; to lure 
Their thoughts astray dark spirits tried ; 
But he, unknown to them his exit made— 
By guides was wafted to a spirit cone; 
Hence many spheres exploring. 
’T ween life and death he held the veil; his power 
Yet,no man knew, until again he came 
In full materialized form, to break 
The chains of evil and of death ; 
Offering to the world the key that opes 
The portal of immortal life. 
The spirit Divine through him- 
In lustrous beauty shone: empyrean light, 
Of God Most High the emblem, as sower 
He scattered the seed of truth eternal, 
Preaching and teaching wisdom, with the law 
Of Heaven as guide. 

This being his mission objective, 
To rend the chains of darkness and enrol 


The world of matter neath the armor of light, 
Bowing to God’s decree, and with the hosts 

Of spirits as guides, the noxious hordes, 

The luxurious priests and kings bedecked 

In regal garb most rightly he condemned : 
Threatening the church and crown combined— 
Holding by despotic power mankind 

In dread ; claiming equality with God— 

To aid those under yokes and burdens held 
Grievous to bear ; to break their bonds 

His power like light’ning flashed into the depths 
[ing 
The priests and kings his marvelous work behold- 
A secret session called; feasting, they sought 
Him to destroy,—inhuman foes to thus 


Of time, to ages yet unborn. 


Invoke the pangs of death on one 
Whose light of life eternal love displayed, 
All mankind to redeem. [fore, 
Then brought they him the Roman Governor be- 
And Pilate, after due examination said: 
What evil hath he done—I see no wrong in him! 
But the mob, by high priests led, still cried: 
Away with him! Away with him! — 
Whereat the Governor unable to resist, assented : 
He washed his hands in token of his innocence, 
And to the priests assembled said, 
His blood be on your heads! 

For him the daughters of Jerusalem 
In sorrow we pt; to them he mildly said: 
Nay; weep not now, but for your children weep, 
Who in future ages, when the world shall know 
The object thus designed shall weep for me, 
And for the many scourged, ere I return, 
For doing the Master’s will. 

Then bore they him to Calvary’s hill, 
The curséd cross, emblem empyrean, erected— 
In right angles formed, extremes to never meet, 
The highest heaven reaching, and the lowest earth; 
Of time a type, and fixed laws representing,— 
Infinite lines that none but Deity can trace. 
The hour arrived, and nailed thereto 
The mortal form in seeming agony hung; 
His spirit, yielding to the God of Light, 
No mortal pain he felt; 
Living in death, his spiritual eye 
Scanning the darkness of their hearts 
Forgave them; and unto the priests he said : 
Ye know not what ye do, 

Then from the tomb did he arise, 
And when in early dawn the Marys came, 
And saw the stone displaced, that which was sealed 
And over which a guard was placed ; 
The sepulchre wherein the body lay deserted ; 
The guard prostrate as dead upon the ground, 
Much wonder they displayed. 
His spirit then appeared, but said to them, 
My form is not complete, so touch me not; 
I must ascend, to build the temple strong. 
Again, before the twelve, the doors fast locked, 
To their astonished gaze he stood, and bearing 
The olive branch of peace, ‘The dow’ting Thomas, 
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By the medium of God’s request, thrusting 
Into his sida his hand withdrew his doubts, 
Vouched his return, in form materialized 


Like unto life ere bleeding on the cross he died. 


Eighteen, the number symbolic, 
The years from birth ere he within the temple stood, 
And eighteen hundred years since his ascent 
Of his second coming typical seems,— 
When thro’ the forms of man great spirit power 
To-day is manifest : e’en those who run may read 
Aud the visions of light behold, that spirits 
Through mankind are now unfolding. 
Incorporate with nature is the law ; 
The burning pride of man to quench, 
And render soluble the brazen gods of Mammon, 
The ultimate would seem of all the souls, 
Enlightened, spiritual and from the spheres 
Of light returning and inspiring man 


With Love DIVINE. 


For Light in the West. 
THE HOLIDAYS. 


Like all other holidays, Christmas is 
kept in a variety of ways, The word hol- 
iday has become very much corrupted, 
and with the masses it too often means a 
day of feasting and—debauchery. That 
holidays are good in their place, if pro- 
perly and sensibly kept, there can be no 
doubt; but the great majority of people 
run to an extreme either on one side or 
the other, in keeping them. 

For a’parent to drive his family offa 
long distance to church, that they may 
listen to a long winded sermon, as the 
writer was compelled to when young, is 
enough to sour the disposition of any one, 
but between this and the other extreme, 
that of spending the day in revelry, there 
is a happy medium, a middle course avoid- 
ing the pitfalls on botu sides, but which 
unhappily has few followers. 

To think, to reason, is a God-given gift, 
yet how few act up to it How few there 
are who in the matter of the observance 
and enjoyment of a holiday, think and 
decide for themselves how it should be 
spent. Surely itis not by drinking and 
carousing, or gorging the stomach with 
an enormous amount of rich and indiges- 
tible food. Surely itis not in spending 
much of the time in listening to the dis- 
cription of an angry God anda fiery tor- 
ment He is said to have propared for those 
who cannot receive or believe all the dog- 
mas of this, that or the other church, many 
of which are not only inconsistent, but an- 


tagonistic to each other. These are only 
stumbling-blocks in the way to eternal hap- 
piness, and have no place in the benificent 
and unalterable design of the Creator for 
His creature Man. 

Holidays if properly, sensibly kept are 
as an oasis in the dessert of the toilsome 
life of the workingman, be he working 
with his hands or his brain, The way for 
such a person to keep his holidays is to 
do that which will give him a change 
physically and mentally from his daily 
occupation. If ho iskept in doors during 
the week, let him on Sunday, (for Sunday 
was instituted as a day of rest, or a holi- 
day), take his family out into the parks 
or if possible into the woods and green 
fiolds in summer, and hear the voice of 
God in Nature, in the carolof the birds, 
the murmuring stream and the sighing 
winds, all proclaiming the love of God for 
all created things. But If he cannot get 
there, let him make home as cheerful as 
possible for all who arein it. Don’t cramp, 
hedge in and destroy the bouyancy of 
childhood and youth. Give the young 
all the scope possible within the bounds 
of decorum and reason. Teach your chil- 
dren by precept and example to aspire to 
high and noble thoughts and actions, and 
you will have erected in your own home 
a “temple to the living God,” where the 
angels will love to come and commune 
with you, if you will only open the door 
of your heart to receive them, By doing 
this, you will make holidays a blessing 
rather than a curse—a source of improve- 
ment and pleasure instead of a training 
school for recklessness and often for vice 
and crime. 

Let us come to a proper understanding 
as to what ourrelations are to God and our 
fellowmen. Let us weigh these in the 
light of reason and intelligence and not in 
the false light of the dark ages, when the 
earth was supposed to be the only planet 
created, and that God stood ready to 
pounce down upon His poor, ignorant 
creature, man, the work of His own hand 
for any little disobedience of some arbi- 
trary and meaningless law. But let us 
learn that God’s ways are perfect and un- 
changeable; that He makes no mistakes ; 
that man is safe in His hands; that God 
is stronger than the Devil (ifthere be any) 
and man combined; that God’s purposes 
are for man’s good, and will be carried 
out, as against all the powers of darkness, 
which is ignorance and nothing more nor 
less. Then we will know that our whole 
duty to God is to do right and fear not; 


that belief, or unbelief is all the same to 
God; that ignorance is the root ofall evil, 
and that when man knows more ha will 
do better and be better. The subject nat- 
urally leads to the venerable Christmas 
ghost, 

SANTA CLAUB. 

We shall never forget the zest with 
which we hailed the holidays, when a 
child, and how important a personage 
“ Santa Claus” wasin our estimation. How 
we used to belabor our sainted mother 
with all sorts of questions, — how he 
looked ; if he were like the pictures they 
made of him; if he came down the chimney 
as reported ; if he would bring us auch and 
such things, and if she would send him 
word what we wanted. The answer ¿o 
all these questions would be: If you are 
a good boy he willno doubt bring you 
something, but if you are not you will not 
likely get anything. 

Therefore, it is unnecessary to say that 
we were on good behavior for weeks be- 
fore Christmas ; and many were the threats 
thrown out by our mother, when we were 
the least unruly. We were assured that 
Santa Claus was taking cognizance of all 
such direlections. When Christmas did 
come, with what misgivings did we hang 
up our stockings, fearing that inthe hurry 
of the distribution, and the number of the 
children to be remembered, we might be 
forgotten; or worse than all, in our vain 
efforts to be good we might have done 
something that would displease Santa 
Claus, and he might give us the “go by” 
in consequence. But what was our de- 
light the next morning to find that “dear 
old Santa Claus” had not only remembered 
us, but had brought us the very things we 
wished for, And again and again did we 
ask how “Santy ” knew it. 

We can well remember, too, as we grew 
into boyhood, how disappointed we were 
when we were made aware of the fact that 
“dear old Santa” was a myth, that our 
own dear mother was the personification 
of the ideal benefactor of our childhood. 

So, one after another of the illusions of 
childhood and maturer years pass away, 
and we are apt to think that nothing does 
orcan take theirplace. Although “Santa 
Claus ” as a personality may be a myth, 
he isa reprosentative of many other influ- 
ences who can and do come, though all un- 
seen, to do us good—not, perhaps, in the 
way of childish toys or the more costly 
gew-gaws of maturer years, but by im- 
parting to us things that do not “ perish 
with the using.” 
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And these pure and exalted spirits, glow- 
ing with the light of God’s love and ever 
ready to shower down upon us the truth 
and the way that leads to everlasting hap- 
piness, are worth more than any treasures 
of earth. Santa Claus is not all a myth; 
he is the embodiment of a noble, generous 
soul which quietly, almost stealthily, gives 
without even waiting for thanks, and with- 
out thought ofreward. In the spirit world 
to do good is the aim and object ofall, and 
if those of earth hfe would only give heed 
to the still, small voice of the spirit, they 
would live happier and purer lives here, 
and would hereafter find a habitation pre- 
pared for them eternal in the heavens. B 


AN EXPLANATION. 
To the Editor of Light in the West: 

“ Vituperation” ! Yes, thus properly, 
does your vigorous South Carolina con- 
tributor, of December 4th, designate some 
of the criticism and hostility evoked against 
Mr. Kiddle in 1879, by his publication of 
“Spiritnal Communications,” ete. : but 
Andrew Jackson Davis, whose name your 
correspondent mentions, was not one of 
the vituperators. Yet the report of an 
interview with him in the New York 
World of May 10th, 1879, might have con- 
veyed something of such an impression to 
its readers. Ifso, it was because of mis- 
takes. Some time ago, conversing with 
Mr. Davis on this matter he assured me that 
he had been misrepresented in the New 
York World; that what he did say was, 
that he “considered Mr. Kiddle’s conclu- 
“sions as to Lord Byron’s spirit, founded 
“upon insufficient evidence, and that the 
“effect of his book would prove a disad- 
“vantage to himself (Mr. Kiddle)in his 
“ recognized public capacity as superinten- 
« dent of the public schools.” In the hope 
that this explanation (briefand late though 
it be) may scotch the old-time slanderous 
report, though it may not kill it, I am 
yours fraternally, Jie BIG 

Hyde Park, Mass., December 22, 1886. 


AN ENJOYABLE MEETING 


Omro. Wis., Dec. 15th 1886.—The quar- 
terly meeting of the Wisconsin State 
Association of Spiritualists just held in 
this place was a very pleasant, social 
and instructive one. Representative 
Spiritualists from Milwaukee, Sheboy- 
gan Falls, Stevens Point, Ripon, Milton 
Junction, Livingston and other towns 
were present. Questions of importance 
were discussed at conference. The speak- 
ing by John L. Potter, of Wonewoc, and 


C. W. Cook, of Neenah, Wis., was ex- 
ceptionally good, and in accord with 
the progress of the age. The singing 
by Misses Cora and Vinnie Phillips was 
highly pleasing. Prof. Lockwood pre- 


| sided with his usual dignity and suavity ; 


he is universally liked by the members 
of the organization. There is no flag- 
ging or lack of interest while he occu- 
pies the chair. The following lines 
were given through C. W. Cook the 
night the meeting closed: 


‘« Little deeds of kinduess,”’ 
Little gems of thought, 
Given in our blindness 
From the angels brought— 


Bid us each remember, 
Through the coming day, 

Made this bleak December 
Like the flowery May. 


And the future ages 
As they come and go, 

From mem’ry’s choicest pages, 
Can neve: blot, we know, 


The joys and truths we've garnered, 
At this meeting here, 

From this interblending, 
Of earth with spirit sphere. 


And now as duty leads us 
To part and homeward go, 
May joy and truth still feed us, 
As we journey here below. 


And in all the great forever, 
As sure as right is right, 
Though distance may us sever, 
The spirit will unite. 
Dr. J. C. PHILLIPS, See’y. 


A STORY OF GENERAL GARFIELD. 


Washington correspondent of the New York 
World: I heard a new story about Gen. Garfield 
the other day which has never appeared in any of 
his published biographies. He was a mystic toa 
certain extent. He had superstitions, and in 


convers:tion with his friends said he had strange 
gifts of foresight. His maternal grandfather was 
the brother of the celebrated Unitarian minister 
Hosea Ballou. This grandfather had the gift of 
second sight. His predictions are matters of 
family history handed down by decendants of the 
Garfields and Ballous. Two of Garfield’s sisters 
are said to be mediums of more than ordinary 
power Gen. Garfie!d himself wasa believer in 
spiritual communications. The authority for 
this is Mrs. A. G. Riddle, the wife of the District- 
Attorney here. Mr. Riddle was one of Gen. 
Garfield’s most intimate friends. Gen. Garfield 
began the study of law in Mr. Riddle’s office. 
Mr. Riddle was his chosen biographer in the 
Presidential campaign of 1880. 
lawyer of high standing in Washington. who has 
been employed as a Special Assistant Attorney- 
General in a number of prominent cases. Gen. 
Garfield was a frequent caller at the house of the 
Riddles. He has told both Mr. and Mrs. Riddle 
that one day his father appeared to him when he 
was a very small boy. The story is interesting 
merely because Gen. Garfield told it and believed 
it, as there is nothing in the outline of the story 
as given by him to make any particular appeal to 
one’s credulity. Gen. Garfield’s father died just 
before the son was two yearsold Yet for along 
time Gen. Garfield says he retained a distinct and 
lively recollection of his father. One day about 
six months after his father’s death, as others fix 
the time, the boy, as Gen. Garfield many times 
related in after life, was at play alone near the 
cabin when his father came up to him smiling, 
and in his then well-remembered way and ordi- 


r. Riddle is a | 


nary dress spoke to him cheerily, called him 
“ My son” or “ my child” and laid his hand en- 
dearingly on his head. The child, in his eager 
joy at his father’s return, ran into the house, call- 
ing his mother in his piping, loud, childish tones 
to come out, saying “Father has come back!” 
The boy immediately turned back to where he 
had left, as hehad supposed, his father the instant 
before, only to find vacancy and silence. At not 
finding him he was utterly overcome, and cried 
with the abandon of a heart-broken child. His 
mother has often related the incident, what he 
said and did on this occasion. Mr. Riddle, in 
closing the little account he gave me of this story 
the other day, said: “I have heard the General 
relate the incident, the memory of which was as 
fresh and as real to him as any well-remembered 
incident of his life.” 


IN CHURCH. 
“ Life is short!” the preacher cried 
From his pulpit up on high 
Jameson heard, and softly sighed : 
= True! ah, true! And so am I.” 
“ Life is real! the preacher said, 
Jameson nodded. Vain regrets 
Bowed in retrospect his head, 
“So,” he sighed,“ are all my debts. 
“ J ife is earnest!” next he heard, 
Cold sweat oozed through all his pores, 
“Yes,” he whispered, “that’s the word, 
So are all my creditors.” —Somerville Jour 


A MISSIONARY IN BURMAH. 

Boston Transcript:—A missionary, writing 
from Burmah, says he sleeps every night with a 
pistol under his head, and he never ventures into 
the Sabbath school without a revolver in his hip 
pocket. He says it is very funny when the superin- 
tendant gives out the hymn“ Come, ye sinners,” 
when one reflects that he has his weapon ready in 
case they should come too suddenly. 


Mr. Winks—I wish, Mrs. Winks, you 
would read this article on the duties of a wife. 

Mrs. Winks—I haven’t time to read now. 
What does it say? 

« Well, it says, for one thing, that it is the 
duty ofa wife to cultivate assimilation, and 
so far as possible, have the same tastes as her 
husband.” 

« I never thought of that.” 

“ I suppose not.” 

“ No, but if yow ll bring a bottle of whisky 
home with you, ll try. And say, don’t for- 
get to bring me a latch key, and some poker 
chips, and some fine ‘two-for’ cigars, and 

* Human nature could stand no more, 
and the front door closed with a bang. 


Astronomers tell us, in their own simplel, 
intelligent way, that the gradual lengthening of 
the days is due to the * obliquity of the eclip- 
tic of the terrestrial horizon.” 
set at rest the foolish idea that the days are 


longer because the sun rises earlier and sets 
later. 


He took ‘‘two fingers” before he went, 
To brace his nerves a bit; 

On hunting woodcock was he bent, 
And hunted away with grit: 

But the liquor muddled his whirling brain, 
As liquor will often do; 

And the gun went off in a moment, 


And it took two fingers, too! —<. 


This ought to ` 
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Tranacribed for Light in the West. 
INSPIRATIONAL. 


THROUGH THE MEDIUMSHIP OF MRS. YEATMAN-SMITH. 


OCTOBER 24, 1885.— RHYMNS FOR THE BIRTH- 
DAY OF AN AGED PERSON :— 
The wheel of time in ceaseless round, 
Again has measured out the bound 
By which we count the little span 
Of conscious hfe bestowed on man. 


The early years, the tears, the joys, 

The laugh unfeigned, the sports, the toys, 
All quickly pass, nor leave a trace 

To mark the path of childhood’s race. 


But soon the tasks of school we find, 

To usher in the youthful mind 

To trains of thought both strange and new, 
Showing the path it should pursue. 


Those scenes and lessons e’en when past, 
Oblivion o’er them ne’er will cast 

Her dreary pall of sombre gloom, 

For mem'ry lightens up the room— . 


And oft in after life the name 

Of many a schoolmate brings the same 
Remembrance and reflections back to mind— 
"Tis then that we begin to know mankind. 


Now entering on the cares of life, 

The struggling soul midst woes and strife 
Looks fearful ’round, lest some mischance 
Should block the way to its advance. 


For, through all life the soul aspires 
To raise itself above the fires 
Of lurid ignorance and woe, 
That bafile oft the soul below. 
The race is run, the goal’s in sight; 
The spirit, by the wings of love 
Supported, waits to take its flight, 
To rest in mansions far above 
All earth’s mistakes and feeble light, 
And join the universal choir, 
Forever rising higher, higher. 


JANUARY 30, 1886.—The thoughts will give a few 
expressions on the anxiety of mankind to gain 

a knowledge of the future: — 

The wish to peep into futurity seems 
engraven in the very nature of man. 
Ancient history gives proofs of this in de- 
scribing the foretelling of events as being 
made a part of their religious duties ; and 
the belief in the power of the priesthood 
to foretell by oracles, by sacrifices, by 
auguries, placed it in the power of that 
ciass to blind and deceive the ignorant 
with false and puerile teachings, But 
as men emerge from the obscurity of ignor- 
ance, still the uncertainty of the future of 
earth events leads many to a superstitious 
observance of omens, and they will con- 
sult fortune tellers, astrologers, business 
mediums, etc, to ascertain beforehand 
what will be the result of movements 


whether public or private. And it mat- 
ters little how many are deceived; the 
hits are remembered, the misses are 
ignored or forgotten and some fresh move- 
ment is started. Again the result is 
awaited, and appeals are made to those 
who are supposed to know all things pres- 
ent, past or future. 

It is a great mistake to think that 
earthly affairs so occupy the thoughts of 
spirits removed from that lower sphere 
as to make it their study how the changes 
inaugurated by mortals will progress, 
Slowly, slowly, mankind are endeavoring 
to elevate themselves, and it seems prob- 
able that the elevation of woman may 
help to secure this end. This idea arises 
from the consideration that the nature of 
woman should be refined, gentle, persua- 
sive,and by these powers she may hu- 
manize mankind, teaching harmony, truth- 
fulness and mercy. But when we consid- 
er the imperfections of human characters, 
we are led to see many difficulties to be 
overcome; and as such changes disturb 
society, it takes time and experience to 
contruct a new order of affairs. Per- 
haps at the close of the next hundred 
years the looked for changes will have 
been completed, and the equilibrium of 
society be regained. There is no doubt 
that eventually women will gain their 
rights; but they will lose many privileges 
now granted to them as the weaker sex. 
The band that controls these communica- 
tions makes no pretence to foretelling 
future earthly events, but reasoning from 
the past wo have a basis for what may be 
the future. The only object with us, is to 
induce mankind individually to so train 
the thoughts and order the actions, as to 
prepare a happy future for themselves 
when earth and all its concernsshall have 
faded from their sight. 

DECEMBER 6, 1885,— The band will consider 

Woman in her spiritual nature: — 

Woman, by reason of her more delicate 
organization, should naturally be pro- 
tected by man when the physical powers 
are to be called into action; and because 
of this dependence (?) she has been con- 
sidered the inferior of her brother. But 
as man gradually emerges from the sav- 
age state, and as his spiritual nature be- 
comes more and more developed, he will 
be enabled to perceive the spiritual nature 
of woman. True nobility in any man 
will cause him to acknowledge this; but 
such is the tyranny of custom, that in 
these days of enlightenment there are 


those who consider the female inferior to 


the male. But with the higher civiliza- 
tion now dawning, women are found capa- 
ble of understanding abstruse studies, and 
their powers of reasoning arc as clear as 
those of man. We speak now of those 
who think—there are in both SeXeR, 
thoughtless, frivolous triflers, whose chief 
concern is for the requirements of the pres- 
ent, and the gratification of the wants— 
real or fancied—of the physical body. 

Now, let us consider the employments 
natural to the sex; and here motherhood 
stands pre-eminently first. From the in- 
stant that life start into existence, the 
disposition, habits and vicious or virtuous 
propensities of the mother are impressed 
on the embryotic form. The mother is 
the first to instill ideas when the child 18 
developing as an immortal being, and 
what those ideas will be must depend on 
her spiritual development. Here is seen 
the necessity of superior training for wo- 
men, Ifthe human race is to be elevated 
they must be the first teachers ; their ro- 
sponsibilities are equal to the highest 
known; to them is entrusted the physical, 
moral and intellectual training of immor- 
tal beings. Who shall consider them in- 
ferior! No thoughtful man will, we are 
sure. Indeed a man’s character may be 
almost fairly understood by his estimate 
of woman ; one who respects his mother, 
sisters, wife, will rarely be found among the 
dissolute. Woman is worthy of the high- 
est respect so long as she fulfills the duties 
incumbent on her and respeets herself, 
In spirit life woman and man are equal 
in eyery respect; for when the physical 
body is dropped, the thoughts take the 
form of the spiritual nature as developed 
in earth life. A friend will control the 
pencil :— 

My Dear Frienp: I wish to write a few 
words on the subject of this communica- 
tion; it was often considered by me when 
in earth life. I thought woman should 
be equally educated with man in intel- 
lectual studies; then she would better re- 
tain her influence over her children as 
they advanced in knowledge, It is too 
often the case that the parents are de- 
spised by the children because their “book 
knowledge” is inferior, forgetting that 
good common sense and experience are 
far superior to all the attainments ac 
quired in a scholastic education. My 
thoughts in this respect are not changed. 
Elevate woman and mankind will be ben- 
ifitted; for if woman is true to what 
should be her nature, purity, truth and 
charity will prevail, Farewell. M.J., 
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Reported for Light in the West. 
ADVERSITY. 

Impromptu poem given by Ouina through her medium, 
‘t Water Lily,’’ (Mrs. Cora L. V. Richmond), at the close 
of the morning discourse, Sunday, December 5th, the sub- 
ject being suggested by one in the audience. 

The germ, from out the chalice of the flower 
Where it sparkles ’neath the sea of gold 

Is placed within the earth; its dower 
Within the darkness, death and mold 

Seemingly is hidden from the sight 
Forever; out of day’s blest light. 


Patience, behold the light appears, 
In the small shoot of tender green, 

And, after all the hopes and fears, 
Anon the chalice of light is seen. 


The little bird within the nest 
Is held by prison walls at first, 
And knows not of the wondrous quest; 
When, at the last its wings shall burst 
The binding barriers and go free, 
Singing its song triumphantly. 


Out in the winter’s night the oak 
Makes fearful groaning in the storm, 
Yet not a twig is often broke. 
The bark grows rough to keep life warm, 
And the strong current underneath 
Prepares the way for the living sheath. 


Until at last the tree has ’risen 

Strong in its power and strength and might, 
Preserving life through the wintry prison 

In leafy banners of delight. 


So thou, O Soul, must learn to know 
That the life thus planted near the sod 

Must grow as the lily’s green doth grow 
And whiten ’neath sorrow, to God. 


You tread the earth and you complain, 
Which makes your trials hard to bear; 

God knoweth it is but through pain 
You grow to heights where angels are. 


And thus, amid the storm and death 
And sorrow of this lower state, 
You learn to breathe the higher breath 
And learn at last beyond all hate; 
And shadow-gleams upon the earth 
The wonder of the heavenly birth. 


SPIRITUALISM; Tue Ligut AnD THE 
DARKNES3,—GIVEN EXPRESSLY FOR THIS 
PAPER BY THE GUIDES OF MRS. RICHMOND, 
THROUGH THEIR MEDIUM: 

This is an age of materiality. By a 
rare and beautiful antithesis, which never 
fails in the spiritual any more than in tho 
mortal world, it is also an age of spirit- 
uality. 

There never was a period in human his- 
tory when all material forces were so 
active, 80 preponderant as now; and there 
never was a period when the spiritual 
forces of this earth (and its spiritual states 
beyond) were as active. 

All science is pressing forward to cul- 
mination. The astronomer finds new ac- 
quisitions daily to his methods for discov- 


ering tho planets and resolving the far-off 


nebula with moving and well organized 
systems. 


The chemist is daily proving in bis all 
solving crucible that substance in its or- 
ganic state is but a term, and the students 
of all physical sciences are more and more 
tracing their various lines of thought and 
investigation to the great primal cause; 
which to them is “the realm of the un- 
knowable.” 

Even in the department of inventions, 
or discoveries that relate to the mechani- 
cal arts, gigantic strides are being made 
toward results long ago predicted by the 
spirit world through their instruments 
(media) and dreamed of by the prophets 
of science. 

The steam engine of Watt is the accepted 
motor power of the world. The inven- 
tions of Edison have revolutionized the 
artificial light of the world ; the telephone 
and phonograph the transmission and per- 
petuation of thought by sound. The 
solar engine of Ericsson will supersede 
steam and redeem the arid deserts of the 
earth; the air ship will take the place of 
the wonderful palaces propelled by steam 
that float upon the sea. 

In the realm of metaphysical thought 
and transcendental philosophy the world 
may be said to have plunged at one bound 
from the schools of the perplexing and 
intricate problems of Kant and Heigel into 
the labyrinth of materialism or the dull 
and vapid negations of the agnostics, 
whose only watchword seems to be, “I 
do not know,” or “I consider it unthink- 
able.” Tho ethics of the world is an en- 
deavor to solve the depressing questions 
of human misery and moral wrong by the 
methods of social science associations, and 
schools for discussing heredity; while 
the practical good that is being wrought 
in the world by the desire to improve the 
condition of the suffering, often fails from 
lack of support. 

But there are stupendous benefuctions 
— institutions for providing for the moral 
wanta of the poor and unfortunate, At 
the base, however, of all this splendid 
superstructure — as well as at its dome — 
all is dark. The theological foundation 
being wrong, all is wrong, There can be 
no adequate moral, or social solvent unless 
the center of life is properly placed, unless 
the basis is plain and clear, unless the 
whole fabric of being is strong and secure, 

The uncertainty thrown over man’s 
spiritual nature and destiny by the con- 
tending factions of Theology and Mator- 


ialism ; the lack of proper data — amount | 


ing to knowledge—among the differ ent 
religious bodies, upon which to make cer- 
tain to mortals the evidence of future life, 
and above all the difficulties surrounding 
the “ plan of salvation,” and on the other 
side the veil of depressing doubt thrown 
over the whole subject by the advocates 
of ultra Materialism and the denials of the 
Agnostics,— these had caused an ebb-tide 
in the moral and spiritual forces that gov- 
ern the world. 

Modern Spiritualism came in answer to 
the world’s great need ; it was not an acci- 
dental discovery, nor a casual incident 
thrown by chance into human history, 
The terrible blindness of the spiritual con- 
ceptions of mankind; the darkness into 
which the world was plunged; the lack of 
power among leaders and teachers to guide 
the world aright; the bare and dreary 
wastes of the sands of annihilation meet- 
ing the gaze after a voyage over charm- 
ing intellectual seas ; the dread alternative 
of Hades as the possible escape from an- 
nihilation, and the still more terrible 
(because exclusive) Heaven into which 
only the few might pass, while the loved 
ones were lift to perish ; these, confronting 
the spirit of man at every turn; crossing 
his threshold with the dread messenger 
Death; meeting him in the hour of danger 
and adversity, and staring at him with 
mocking eyes in the midst of his joys, 
could not but turn every hope into doubt, 
every promise into uncertainty, every joy 
into sorrow, every weakness into an in- 
tolerable galling chain. 

By the gradual yetcummulative light of 
Spiritualism all is changed. 

Into the nignt (nox and chaos were the 
primal progenitors of matter) of material 
life the light of spiritual being was sud- 
denly turned. Matter ceased to be pri- 
mal, became secondary to spirit; for this 
light revealed the eternity of spirit. 

Into the negationsand denials of Mater- 
ialism the light of Spiritualism poured 
the whole line of evidence — facts, ( palpa- 
ble to every sense), mental proof, (palpa- 
ble to every intelligence), identity, (pal- 
pable to each individual friend),— ethical 
and moral evidence revealed by the exact 
state of spirits, who had ceased to inhabit 
material forms and still were identified ; 
conscious, affectionate, moral and spirit- 
ual beings. Into the night of human error 
was poured the light of progress and hope 
for all; into the troublesome and discour- 
aging tenets of theology, the light of the 
absolute immortality of every soul, and 
the gradual victory over all material 
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things, over all mortal weakness; into the 
night and vortex of human crime and ha- 
tred and revenge, the all-redeeming power 
of love and the equal opportunity for all 
in the kingdom of eternity. 

The grave robbed of its terror; death 
no longer a brooding, dark winged mon- 
ster, but an angel of light; the spiritual 
realm brought close to the mortal dwell- 
ings, to the lives and hearts of those who 
are still plodding on wearily, or struggling 
bravely below,— what other light, scen 
through the mists and darkness of time 
has wrought such wonder in the world 
in 80 shorla space of time? And yet 
its full glory is only hinted at. As the 
dawn compared to the day; as a prelude 
to a symphony ; as the tiny shoot to the 
full grown plant blooming and fruitful; 
as the child to the man,— such is the light 
of Spiritualism to-day compared with the 
future, 

A few, only, among the children of 
earth, have caught the first notes of this 
wondrous anthem and listen for more: 
a few, only, chosen as its instruments for 
manifesting this presence or teaching this 
truth, or convinced by the evidence 
brought to the fireside and the sanctuary, 
are ready to avow the truth, 

Yet these are days of rapid culmination 
— as said before —and when the dawn is 
here, day is not far distant. In the far 
north the winter morning is slow to come. 
The gray of dawn, the slowly increasing 
light require hours and hours of prepara- 
tion before the sun appears. And then 
the day is scarcely day. But in the trop- 
ics you see a red gleam in the sky and 
prepare for a long walk to sce the sun 
rise — ere you reach the door it is 
already day. 

The tropic dawn of the new day is here; 
ere you make ready to enjoy the sunrise 
it has arisen. The glory is upon you; 
the messengers, swiftfooted are at your 
gates. The light illumines the darkness; 
the prisoner is released from his chains of 
fear and doubt; and ignorance, blindness, 
prejudice, bigotry, intolerance, can no 
longer obscure the light. The angels of 
‘Truth and Love and Charity and Peace 
are here, Spiritualism illumines the world. 


There's an old yarn about a haughty peer of 
England’s realm who had married. The dignity 
of his postion was such thatit did not occur to 
him that there was anything he ought not to 
have if he wanted it. Large estates called him 
lord, and hundreds of tenantry, and, like many 
other haughty old peers, he did not want to let 
them go to his relations. He wanted an heir. 


LIGHT IN THE WEST. 


A child was born unto the haughty union, and 
he waited anxiously for the result, 

“ Well, doctor, what is it? What is it? It isa 
boy; a boy—of course.” 

“No, my lord; it’s a girl.” 

“Tut, tut; you must be mistaken.” 

“ No, my lord ; it is a girl.” 

“A girl! Bless me! Bless me! I thought 
my wife was fully informed of my wishes in this 
respect.” 


(Transcribed for Light in the West] 
HARMONY. 


BY MRS CONANT, THROUGH MRS. §, C. SCOVELL_ 

Harmony is the song of the angels ; 
their voices mingle in unison, and the 
theme makes music throughout the 
spheres. Men and women are prone to 
the opposite—prone to let the small, 
vexatious things belonging to earth’s 
existence enter into and surround their 
lives to that extent, that inharmony 18 
the result. Within herself, Nature is 
harmony. The green of the grass con- 
trasts pleasantly with the dark soil 
from which it springs. The blue of the 
sky only takes to itself a softer hue, in 
comparison with the fleecy white clouds 
floating so lazily along. The brilliant 
sunset we so often witness, is an added 
glory tothe evening’s close, harmon- 
izing, as it doea, with the dying day. 
As the full glare of the sunlight fades 
away, the twilight’s harmony of sound 
begins. First, the twitter of the many 
birds, seeking their homes after the 
day's busy hunt and song; the full burst 
of melody ending in a drowsy chirp, as 
the last ray cf the sunlight sinks behind 
the floating clouds of the golden-belted 
horizon, 

Through the evening’s quiet we can 
feel the angel’s presence ; aye, the rustle 
of their bright garments, as they pass 
by us on their different missions for the 
good of the children of earth. The 
sounds are borne to our ears through the 
harmonious stillness that surrounds us. 
The waves of old ocean beat with a ryth- 
mic swell against the pebbled shore, and 
even when the tempest lashes its bosom 
into foam, the grandeur of the sight, the 
mighty volumes of sound, is the har- 
mony of the elements, as the waves rise 
and fall responsive to the command of 
their mighty agitator—the wind. Man 
gazes, fascinated by the wonders of 
nature’s harmony. 

When we visit the glades and vast 
swamps of the Sunny South land, we 
find their depths filled with strange ani- 
mals. Here itis that the Africans, in 
times past, sought shelter from the gaunt 


and cruel blood-hounds and their mas- 
ters, with still less kindness in their 
hearts than the dumb animals taught to 
hunt man to his death. Yet the strange 
animals, with the hunted Africans, are 
in harmony with their surroundings. 
Visit the icy confines of Greenland, Ice- 
land, Labrador and Newfoundland; here 
you find the natives in complete har- 
mony with their environments. Go 
where you will, you find man in har- 
mony with his native place; but gradu- 
ally he drifts out of this, and by his 
desires for adventure and farther knowl- 
edge of the world, other countries and 
other people, he slips away from his na- 
tive place, and in time comes into inhar- 
monious conditions. Then commences 
his own inharmony. Why? Because 
he does not strive to fit himself to his 
new life; he tries to bring his new coun- 
try and inhabitants to his ideas ot living, 
instead of adapting himself to theirs. 
Men are brought together from the anti- 
podes, as it were, and each one holds to 
the one idea of the superiority of their 
country and its inhabitants over their 
present dwelling-place. Thus, man be- 
comes inharmonious with his surround- 
ings, through his own fault, and by his 
desire to force his own ideas, and pecu- 
liar ways and manners on the people of 
another country than his own native 
home. When we speak of the inhabit- 
anta ofthe lowlands or marshes of the 
South, we unconsciously picture a low, 
brutal type of man. Why? Becauseits 
dense darkness and general gloomy ap- 
pearance imbues us with the thought of 
crime and gloom, its fastnesses the 
hiding-place of all that ie evil. Yet here 
we find the glorious scarlet trumpet- 
flower in all its bəauty; the vine climb- 
ing in natıve luxuriance, is an oasis in 
the desert of night. Does it seem out 
of place? Not at all; it is just the 
needed tinge of brilliancy to lighten up 
the darkness, The beauty of the scarlet 
bloom receives addıtional brightness 


from its dark background. 
We find man the only animal that 


produces inharmony, from the fact that 
he is the only one endowed with sufi. 
cient reasoning powers to always know 
right from wrong. To him we look for 
an adjustment of all difficulties, through 
the power he possesses to regulate his 
passions and desires; but here we wit- 
ness inharmony in all its phases. Hu- 


man kind, endowed with wisdom to rule 
their own natures, become small enough 
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to waste precious hours in bandying 
words about the mere whiffs of life— 
things that are not worth one golden 
thought of man’s mind. Harmony is 
the proof of love; if we love our neigh- 
bors as we should, there will be no time 
for this fault finding spirit; we will be 
too busy trying to do good to yield our 
thoughts captive to the censuring of oth- 
ers. Let each bea law unto himself, 
anda guard over his own actions and 
words; then will we understand the 
necessity of harmony withall. The per- 
fect law of Liberty is one we cannot 
transgress without interfering with our 


fellow-mortals. 
We must give to all due deference in 


their peculiar views; thus perfect har- 
mony is produced. Let harmony abide 
with us as the angel of light to guide us 
through life’s trials, and when this is 
done the perfect law of nature’s har- 
mony will be fulfilled. When we study 
the lawsof nature we see the perfect har- 
mony in the distribution of animal life 
and, ofall other life. It is necessary for 
the general information of the world 
that man, and other organic life, should 
migrate from their native homes,—and 
if in migrating they will carry with them 
love in their hearts for their new homes 
and their surroundings, how much bet- 
ter for their comfort and the pleasure of 
those which are in their natural ele- 
ments! Animals in distributing them- 
selves and being distributed over the 
earth’s surface are not always responsi- 
ble for this condition, they are led by 
wind and tide; while man is the arbi- 
tratcr of his own destiny to a great ex- 
tent. He can remain or depart as rea- 
son dictates ; therefore, we judge man 
as perfectly capable of causing his own 
condition of harmony, or the opposite, 
as the case may be. 

Is there such a condition as perfect 
harmony ? we hear someoneask. Yes; 
and if you do not attain to that, it 
is your own fault; for even with in- 
harmonious surroundings you can ren- 
der yourself positive tothem. And if 
in the midst of a battle you can produce 
a quiet within yourself. It is a hard 
lesson to learn, and one to the fulfill- 
ment of which some persons never ar- 
rive; but there are some who do,—some 
who are as oil on the water, whose very 
presence calms the preturbed minds of 


others. 
Resolve to be one of that class, and 


harmony will rule the world. The love- 


ly colors of the sea shall fade impercep- 
tibly, as it were, into the white of its 
foundation ; thus should our presence 
blend with that of others,—quiet and 
firm in our intentions to make the best 
of this life, that the next may be all the 
brighter. When trialscome, meet them 
bravely and do not let them make you 
so unhappy that you become inharmon- 
ious to your associates ; rather let them 
be the fire that refines, proving your 
power to stand up nobly and fece the 
crosses of life, claiming them as, your 
crown in the soul land. 

Harmony ! the name is replete with 
the murmuring music of the sea, the 
waves of whose coming we hear in the 
distance before they reach the shining 
strand. The angels sing to us of the 
harmony of the spheres, and we cannot 
but believe what each day proves a 
truth ; love reigns, and where there is 
love, harmony is a natural result. 
Strive, then, in the distribution of your 
lives and abiding places to carry love as 
the golden anchor that shall control 
your actiona at all times, Then will 
prefect harmony be instilled and all be 
the better for the trial. 


For Light in the West. 
MINISTERS OF THE CHURCH. 
BY JOHN WETHERBEE. 

Ministers (chat is the clerical frater- 
nity), as a whole, are a very timid set ; 
of course there are exceptions, but I am 
speaking of them as a class. They were 
proverbially pro-slavery in ante-bellum 
days. They proved by the Bible that 
slavery wasa Divine institution and the 
whole anti-slavery movement had no 
countenance or aid from the pulpit. I 
have no time to argue the point; I state 
afact. Slavery is abolished. The fanat- 
ics, or prime movers in that agitation, 
have proved that nothing is so successful 
as success; the pulpit-denounced move. 
ment ic now the fashion. One can now 
hardly finda minister old enough to be 
quoted, who is not an abolitionist, and 
always was one; and some who treated 
that cause contemptuously, now credit 
themselves with strong alliance with it. 
Ministers are a conspicuous feature of 
the ** bread and butter’’ brigade. 

History repeats itself. The ministers’ 
calling almost rests on a future life; 
without it they are all ‘‘ fifth wheels ’’— 
a superfluity. They have no proof of a 
fnture life, and, as a class, they turn a 
deaf ear to any that is offered. They 


realize, en masse, that in this age, as the 
Rabbi Schindler said in his discourse 
last evening, ‘‘ Nothing can stand that 
is not supported by facta; ’’ and yet they 
turn their backs on the facts that are 
offered, because, like the anti-slavery 
movement, it started outside of the 
Church, just as Christianity did. Intel- 
figence from ‘‘over the river,” which 
the Spiritualists have, is all that will 
save the Bible and the Church, and the 
ministers of the Bible and the Church 
do not see it. When, like the anti- 
slavery movement, it becomes a recog- 
nized success and fashion, they will all 
claim heaven-born Spiritualism as their 
child—the progeny of the Church; and 
they will all have assurance enough to 
say that they always believed init. I 
would rather call the class timid than 
hypocritical, but I would not miss many 
if I said hypocrites in this connection. 
Why? Because they belong to the 
“ bread and butter ” brigade, and prefer 
popularity to unfashionable truth. 
Now, I am aware there are many min- 
isters of high standing who have had 
evidence of our truth; they enjoy it 
privately, allow its sentiments to color 
their preaching ; use its consoling influ- 
ence at funerals, and some, at heart, 
would be infidels, or, at best, agnostics, 
but for our facts. They love fat salaries 
and high positions in society rather than 
alliance with unpopular truth and ‘‘short 
rations.” I do not know that I blame 
them; I do not know but that I have 
made a mistake myself, in hoisting up 
the Spiritual flag; 1 am very sure I 
would now have something of a sinking 
fund instead of an empty pocket if I had 
been silent; but my wisdom came too 


late. 
Now, let us consider the ministerial 


class as they appear to-day; the wide 
chasm between them and the laity that 
once existed has so narrowed itself, that 
there is hardly any distinction between 
them. Youcan hardly tell, on the score 
of intelligence and culture, where the 
clergymen leave off and the laity begin. 
It seems to me that, considering the posi- 
tion they once held as we remember them 
half a century ago, and traditionally still 
further back, they are ‘‘lost arts” as 
Divine institutions—a little lower than 
the angels—God’s messengers to their 
fellow-men. 

Ministers are generally echolarly, and 
men of culture. Intellectually ttey hold 
their own; but on that point the laity 
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also are more cultured, and in the depart- 
ment of knowledge, the pews to-day 
often fully match the pulpit. The trend 
of humanity has been in the direction of 
culture and intelligence, and has gained 
on the cloth; hence the narrowness of 
the chasm between them. The high 
peaks of theology are not so prominent 
a feature as they were in olden times ; 
but it is due to the rise of the general 
level, the valleys, plains and foothills of 
human life ; so that thé once high peaks 
remind one of many of the objects ın 
city life. Let me make my point clearer 
by an illustration: Take the Old State 
House, the venerable building that 
stands at the head of State street, in this 
city. There is the steeple inits center, 

pointing a iittle way skyward, like a 
modest church spire. Once it could be 
conspicuously seen above the buildings 
that covered the eastern part of the city; 
but look at it now; all the buildings in 
its vicinity overtop it. The Equitable 
Building, the Rialto, the Merchants? 
Bank, Rogers’ & Sears’ Buildings, and 
many others, have shot up beyond it, 
and look down on it—not contemptu- 

ously, for “ the world, the flesh and the 

devil” appreciate sentiment, or pretend 
to. The physical aspect of that old 

building is a dwarf by the side of the 

more elevated blossoms of commerce ; 

but, in a sentimental or ideal point of 
view, the ancient is the taller institu- 

tion. This seems to be the situation of 
the Church—the world has run on ahead 

ofit. Theodore Parker, a somewhat out- 

lawed minister, said 12 his day that they 

had lost their ancient influence ; here 
are his words: ‘‘ Priests have had their 

‘day,and in dull corners still aim to pro. 

‘tract their favorite and most ancient 

“night ; but the sun has risen with heal- 

“ing on his wings.” 

An ineident occurs to me which I may 
relate forits point. When a lad L used 
to listen to an ancient ancestress who 
was born in 1750, and who, in her youth, 
had sat and listened to one who was born 
in 1675, She told me, fully believing in 
its truth, that a well-dressed young man, 
of affable manners, came into a tailor’s 
shop on Cambridge street, and after se- 
lecting his cloth, was measured for a suit 
of clothes. This must have happened 
nearly two hundred years ago, when 
Harvard College itself was young, and 
the tailor thought his customer was, or 
might be one of its students. The suit 
was to be ready on a certain day, and j 


the young man was to call for it at a cer- 
tain hour; but in going out of the shop, 
the tailor got sight of the end of a tail 
that had got unloosened and thus ex- 
posed, and he knew then that the cus- 
The tailor was 
very much scared, but he made the gar- 


tomer was the devil, 


ments—he was afraid to do otherwise. 


The dangerous time drew near when 
the *‘ Evil One ” was tocall for them, 
which would fix the tailor’s fate, giving 


the old song a personal application— 


“ And the devil put his paw 
On the little tai-lor, 
With his broadcloth underhis” arm. 


The tailor sent for his minister, told 


him the circumstances, and the worthy 


divine said he would be on hand and 
When the 


take care of the visitor. 
proper time came, Bible in band, he and 
the tailor waited for the caudled cus 
tomer, who came at the appointed time. 


The minister took the bundle and handed 
it to the customer, who, in taking it 


looked angrily at the “‘little tailor,” and 
said, as he departed: 
been for that crooked stick,’’ pointing to 
the clergyman, ‘I would have had you.” 

The devil in those days, ıt seems, had 
no place for a minister or holy man, as 
such were called, Of course, his ‘‘sable 
majesty ” isa myth to-day, but that old 
legend will answer fora pointer; tor, 


suppose there were a devil who *‘ went 


about like a roaring lion, seeking whom 
he might devour,” as we have been told, 
who would feel any safer for finishing 
such a transaction under the protection 
of a minister? This traditional inci- 
dent is, of course, apochryphal, but it 
will convey an idea of the then and now, 
and show how the gap between the pew 
and the pulpit has narrowed, or closed, 
within a century or two. 

Spiritualism is a religious movement ; 
like Christianity 1t sprouted outside of 
the Church. It has illuminated every- 
thing; sacred and profane history has 
had its light thrown on them. It is the 
master-key that unlocks and explains 
more mysteries than any other key in the 
possession of mankind. It bas rational- 
ized the Bible; ıt converted its fables 
and some ofits miracles into facts. Spir- 
itualism 18 in no sense modern, for the 
spirit- world always had close connection 
and mysterious communication with 
this. To all thoughtful Spiritualists, 
this philosophy has reproduced the fore- 
world, with the angels of God as factors 
in all ita affairs. One of these days 


“ If it had not 


those priests that Theodore Parker says 
have had their day will no longer be able 
to ‘‘ protract their most ancient night,” 
for our light, already shining into their 
churches, will brighten them still more, 
and the ‘‘stone that the builders re- 
jected ’’ will have become the head of 
the corner. Many a church edifice 
will become a Spiritual temple, and then 
this theological regiment of the “ bread 
and butter” brigade will, to a man, 
declare that they were always believers 
in man’s survival of death, and that, as 
Spirits, they walked the earth unseen, 
and at times communicated intelligently 
with the sons and daughters of men. 
Well, we can only say, ‘‘ better late 
than never.” In the meantime they 
should be modest, and, living as they 
do, in glass houses, they should not 
throw stones. Boston, Mass. 


Written expressly for Light in the West. 
DISCIPLINE. 
A Christmas Story in Six Chapters. 
BY JESSIE WANNALL LEE. 
CHAPTER Ws 
t‘ For by their fruitas ye know tbem.” 

Spencer Garton’s heroism on the night 
of the fire had caused a revulsion of feel- 
ing in Weston. Mr. Blote had called 
the next day, and with tears thanked 
him warmly and gratefully. 

‘* I have not treated you well, Garton, 
I acknowledge; I humbly ask your for- 
giveness,’? he had said. ‘Your unsel- 
fish disregard of personal safety, in res. 
cuing from death the childof a man who 
has done you great injustice, makes me 
ashamed. I feel that I can never repay 
you;’’ and Mr. Blote wrung his hand 
warmly 

‘I do not ask your gratitude, and you 
owe me no thanks, my dear sir,’’ replied 
Garton; “I simply did my duty, and 
am heartily glad that I was the instru- 
ment in saving an object dear to you.” 

‘*But you risked your life, Garton, 
and for me and mine—I, the man who 
bas deeply wronged you!” 

“ That makes no difference, Mr. Blote. 
My religion teaches me to do as I would 
be done by. ‘If thine enemy hunger, 
feed him; if he thirst, give him to drink,’ 
and I might add, if his house takes fire, 
help him to save it,” replied Spencer, 
pleasantly. 

‘I don’t understand that kind of reli- 
gion, Garton, and I am the last man you 
should have befriended,” returned the 
persistent Mr, Blote. 

i “Mr. Blote, if you failed to do your 
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duty, that is no reason why I should fail 
in mine ; two wrongs never make a right. 
The obligation to do good whenever we 
can remains. Do not feel indebted to 
me in the least; I assure you 1t gives me 
great pleasure to think that I could help 
you;” and Garton frankly offered his 
hand, which Mr. Blote grasped heartily. 

« You see, Garton, I might as well 
make a clean breast of it, 1 will feel bet- 
ter; I not only was unjust to you myself, 
but was the cause of others being so. I 
also feel that all your struggles and mis- 
fortunes are due to me, and on my soul 
I am sorry, Garton, humbly sorry, and 
beg you again to forgive me,” 

“ Say no more, my dearsir; I forgive 
you from my heart. I am glad that you 
can see how unjust you were. But I 
pledge you my word I bear you no ill- 
will, and am heartily sorry for your 


loss.” 
‘© Oh, never mind that loss! Whatis 


the loss of a few thousand trashy dollars 
to the loss of one’s self-respect? I’ve 
been’ an old idiot, Garton —a confounded 
old idiot; and you must come back to 
the office, or I shall feel that you have 
not forgiven me! ”’ 

‘‘T thank you kindly; but you see I 
have not changed my vupinions—I am 
still a Spiritualist! I might still injure 
the firm,” laughed Spencer, good na- 
turedly. 

“Oh, hang the firm, and hang me for 
an old driveller, Garton I?” The man’s 
voice was earnest and truthful. ‘‘ If to 
be a Spiritualist is to be like you, then I 
want to be one. There, now!” 

‘God bless you, Mr. Blote, replied 
Spencer, with feeling. ‘‘l never doubted 
but you would see your way some day, 
and I have only done, as well as I could, 
what Spiritualism has taught me. Now 
that Lillian is safe and uninjured, and 
you will be my friend instead of my 
enemy, I am happy; for ‘to erris human, 
but to forgive is divine.’ And while in 
the flesh and human, we will err aud 
commit many faults.” 

« Well, say again that you have for- 
given me—it does me good; and come 
up to the office when you get over this 
ugly sprain, and we will talk about this 
religion, philosophy, or whatever it is 
that teaches men to do good in return for 
evil. By the way, how is your shoulder?”’ 

‘ The doctor says itis an ugly sprain, 
but I hopeit isnot so bad. It pains me 
considerably sometimes, and my hand 
1g quite useless.” 


“ Well, take a good rest, and don’t 
worry about ways and meana. I hope 
the fire that burnt up my house has burnt 
out my selfish old fossil of a heart! It 
has been worth that much to me, blamed 
old fool. And, Garton, you’re to bave 
nothing to do with the doctor’s bill; 
that’s my affair, and you musn’t meddle. 
Lillian wishee to come out to-morrow to 
see you; she says she hasn’t thanked 
you yet.” 

‘Tell the dear child there is no need; 
that the grateful glance of her sweet 
blue eyes was hanks enough, and I’m 
glad to have been of service to her.” 

«a Well, good-bye, Garton, I hope to 
see you again very soon. I might as well 
add this to my confession, that we have 
not gone on well without you, and you 
must come back, and on a double salary, 
too. Good-bye!” 

‘¢ Poor Mr. Blote, how sorry I am for 
him, and yet I honor him for his frank- 
ness, Kate,” said Spencer to his wife. 
‘ May the angels guide him out of dark- 
ness into light.’’ 

* * * * x x * x 

In a luxuriously furnished apartment 
of the Hotel in San Francisco, 
California, two gentlemen were sitting in 
earnest conversation. Both were fine 
looking men, well preserved, about sixty 
years of age, and apparently in perfect 
health. One would not suppose that 
either of them had an uncertain tenure 
upon life, and that, at any moment, he 
might be summoned on that voyage 
whither we are all bound. Butit was 
true, and Ralph Gartonhad called in his 
physician for a serious consultation. 

“I do not say that there is immediate 
danger, mind; but I dosay that it would 
be well to set your house ın order, and 
settle up your affairs. You would not 
like to find, when you get over there, 
that something had been left undone, but 
was past being remedied. Besides, we 
don’t want to be burdened with material 
cares in the summer land.’’ 

“ No, indeed, I havn’t cared to burden 
myself with them here; but there are 
some matters that I must attend to at 
once, if you think there is any danger, 
But really, I had no idea that there was 
anything seriously the matter with my 
heart, though it has troubled me mote 
than usual lately ; otherwise I have en- 
joyed pretty good health.’’ 


‘¢ Well, as I said, there is no immedi- 
ate danger,” replied Dr. Lisle; ‘‘but I 
think it best for youto know that the 


change is inevitable, and, even at the 
longest, would not give you many years 
to live. The transition called death is 
not such a bugbear to you, I know, that 
I should mince matters; and you had 
better clear your mind of all care and 
anxiety, and quietly bide your time. 
But I do earnestly hope that you may 
be spared to us along time yet; I should 
regret your leaving me alone, dear old 
friend,” said Dr. Lisle, with feeling, 
“ and I should miss you more than I can 
express.” 

The two men gat in silence, musing. 
Each was thinking of the strong bond of 
sympathy which had united them for so 
many years. 

Both were true ard sincere Spiritual- 
ists, and had found in each other’s com- 
panionship that perfect harmony which 
makes the friendship of Spiritualists 
closer, and unlike any other. But they 
had no foolish fears, no perplexing uncer- 
tainty in regard to the future. Each 
held himeelf in readiness for that final 
state of transition that opens upon a 
broader and more complete life. There 
was a faith founded upon the rock of 
Truth. They could say of a verity, “I 
know.” 

Doctor Lisle took his departure, and 
Ralph Garton sat in silent communion 
with his own thoughts. 

“ Let me see,” he mused. ‘‘ Theonly 
relative that I know of is a cousin—a 
Spencer Garton, who was but a lad when 
I waslast in New Hampshire. He muat 
be about thirty now. Dear, dear, how 
time flies! Now, the question is, what 
kind of a fellow has he grown up to be? 
If he is like all the Garton’s that I have 
known, heshould be a cousin to be proud 
of. Strange, how I bave had Spenver 
in my thoughtsthe past two months, I 
am strongly impressed to hunt him uap— 
why shouldn’t I? I must leave my 
money to some one, andI’d rather leave 
it to one of my own blood than to strang- 
ers, Yes, I think I will hunt up my 
cousin Spencer, and make him a visit; 
and now that I have made the resolution 
I feel better. I think my impression 
comes from spirit influence, and, God 
bless them, I will not disregard their 
wishes if I know it!” 


CHAPTER VI. 


tt Fo onr light affliction, which ia for the moment, work 
eth for us more and more exceedingly an eternal weight of 
glory.” 


Three years had elapsed since Spencer 
Garton left the employ of Blote & Co.— 
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three years of harassing eare and wast 
ing anxiety—in which silver threads had 
been woven into the brown masses of his 
hair, and deep lines graven on his brow. 
But the dauntless spirit of old still 
looked from the kindly eyes, and the 
strong, brave face bore the refining stamp 
of spiritual grace and beauty. As he 
grew older his trust in his heavenly 
guides was strengthened, for he felt that 
the discipline they had laid upon him 
had brought him toa higher spiritual 
unfoldment, and had purified him, as 
gold is refined by fire. And Kate had 
proved herself worthy of him. Shehad 
accepted her lot with a sweet resignation 
and self-abnegation beautiful to see. Her 
first care had ever been for Spencer. He 
was worthy of the best love a woman 
could give, and she was proud of him— 
proud of the strength and courage that 
bore him so bravely through all their 
difficulties and disappointments—proud 
of the dignity that lent a softened grace 
to his bearing, and proved ashieldinvul- 
nerabie to the sarcasm and inuendoes 
that recoiled trom him pointless and 
harmless. She was proud of the supe- 
riority that rose above the vulgar slings 
and arrows of ignorance and prejudice, 
and could look down upon them with a 
sad disdain and pity. 

Kate still kept up her innocent little 
fiction of haying an abundance of every- 
thing. She polished over her shabby 
furniture, patched and darned the worn 
garments with loving fingers, and shed 
many a silent tear over the threadbare 
places in Spencer’s best coat. ‘‘Precious 
old thing,” she would tell herself, “if 
ever the day comes when Spencer can 
buy a new coat and things, I mean to put 
these away sacredly, as sanctification 
garments ; for if ever there was a human 
angel, it’e Spencer.” 

‘ To morrow is Christmas eve, dar- 
ling,” said Kate, as she slipped her hand 
under his lame shoulder, and nestled 
close beside him; ‘‘ and I feel that some- 
thing pleasant is going to happen. My 
heart is as light as a bird’s, and I am all 
trembling with happy anticipation, I 
believe I am going to get that new black 
silk for a Christmas present; hadn’t you 
better add a ceal skin cloak,” and Kate 
looked up roguishly. 

‘* Foolish little wife! As if you didn’t 
look sweeter and prettier in that simple 
print, with your snowy collar and glist- 
ening hair ;’’ and he kissed the shining 
curls that clustered around her face, 
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t“ And ye shall walk in silk attire, 
And siller hae to spare.” 
Sang Kate, as she danced away from him 
to tie on her gingham apron, and pre- 
pare supper. 

** Poor girl,’’ sighed Spencer, ‘* I wish 
I could make her a queen! How brave 
and noble she is ; and why should I ever 
murmur, when the treasure of her faith- 
ful, loyal heart is mine, my bonnie 
Katol ” 

For if Spencer did murmur, it was for 
her sake, and not his own; andit hurt 
him to see her tolling day after day, with 
never a shadow upon her sunny face, nor 
an impatient word upon her lips. And 
as he sat there in the twilight silence, 
he heard the sweet low whisper: ‘*Well 
done, thou good and faithful servant. 
The end is near,and great is thy reward.”’ 
* * * * * * * * 

Again it was Christmas eve —a crisp, 
clear, glorious night, with myriads of 
stars glietening in tbe frosty blue, and 
sending their tiny rays into the very 
hearts of the ice crystals that hung 
sparkling from the barren trees, and 
fringed the overhanging roofs and gables 
of Weston. Merry voices floated out 
upon the air, and the chiming clock in 
the old church steeple rang out the 
quarters, and mingled with the musical 
echo of sleigh bells bounding along the 
glistening roads, that echoed back the 
metallic ring of flying hoofs, in a mad, 
merry race. 

The ehops displayed their brilliant 
wares to the crowds of expectant chil 
dren who pressed eager faces against the 
window panes, shading their eyes from 
the dazzling gas jets that flooded the 
streets with mellow light. 

A boy stood gazing thoughtfully atthe 
long rows of delicious looking turkeys 
in the butcher’s window—turkeys large 
and small, plump and lean, with paper 
fringes around their throats, and bunches 
ofcool, green celery reposing on their 
breasts. 

‘* Well, my little man, are you choos- 
ing your Christmas turkey ? ’’ sounded 
a pleasant voice in his ear, as the owner, 
a cheery-looking old gentleman muffled 
in furs, looked down into his face. ‘‘Are 
you buyi! g your Christmas presents to- 
night?” 

“ Oh, yes, sir; I’ve bought all but the 
turkey, and I was trying to make up my 
mind whick was the fattest and most 
tenderest.” 

‘ Well, perhaps I can help you to de- 


cide; let us go in and see.” 

‘Oh, no, sir; I’m buying ‘em in my 
mind ! ” 

‘In your mind? Why, whata queer 
boy ; what do you mean?” And the 
gentleman looked at him curiously . 

** Why, you see, sir, it does me almost 
as much good to buy ’em that way as if 
I had the money; I’ve bought lots o’ 
things that way to-night,” 

‘‘ Oh, you have ?” laughed the gen- 
tileman. ‘‘ Then you have no trouble to 
carry them home; and pray, what have 
you bought ? ”’ 

“ Well, you see, there’s a gentleman 
what’s been awful good to us children, 
though he’s awful poor hisself ; and as I 
think there’s nothin’ too good for him 
and missus, and as he’s got a lama 
shoulder what was most broke a savin’ 
Mr. Blote’s little girl from the fire—an’ 
it’s mighty hard for him to get any rest, 
I bought him a chair, one of them foldin’ 
things you can hist up and let down— 
mighty comfortable, I should think,” 
replied the boy. 

“Well, now, that was 
thoughtful, indeed ! 
buy the missus ? ” 

‘Oh, I bought her a elegant dress, 
with velvet things down the front; and 
such a cloak! all fur and soft—just like 
this,” laying his hand on the gentle- 
man’s sable cuff. 

‘*That was sensible. Now, do you 
think she will like the dress and cloak?” 

“ Oh, she’s bound to like ’em; and 
they cost a heap o’ money, too!” 

‘No doubt! You must be quite a 
millionaire —in your mind,” said the 
gentleman, much amused. 

‘* Why, as long as I’m buying them 
that way, I might as well pick out the 
best ”’ 

‘* Certainly, the best is always the 
cheapest. Well, what else did you buy?” 

‘t Oh, I bou. bt some shoes and stock- 
ins’ for the children at home, and some 
candy to putin ’em; for, you see, it’s 
awful disappointin’ for the little ones to 
wake up and not find nothin’ in their 
stockin’s Christmas morning !”’ 

‘* Indeed, ıt must be! And pray, how 
old are you?” inquired the gentleman, 

“Tm thirteen next May, and I’m the 
oldest of them all,” he answered, with 
pride. 

‘ You are a queer boy, as I said, and 
a good one, I’ll be bound. And what 
may your name be, my son?’?’ 

“Harper—Joel Harper; you see, I 


kind and 
And what did you 


was named after my grandfather.” 

“Yes, I see. Now, Joel, for whom 
did you want the turkey ?’’ pursued the 
old gentleman, more and more interested 
in his chance acquaintance. ‘‘ And what 
did you buy for yourself?” 

“ Oh, I didn’t buy nothin’ for myself 
yet; but I would hke to have a knife I 
seen in a winder over there, with four 
blades —it was a awful nice ona 1” 

‘‘ Perhaps Santa Claus will send it to 
you; suppose you wait and see! ” 

‘Oh, Santa Claus never comes to our 
house ; we’re too poor! ”’ 

“No? That’s not kind in Santa Claus; 
I must see about that. But you didn’t 
tell me about the turkey. ” 

“ Why, you see, the turkey is for Mrs. 
Garton, too. She—”’ 

« Whom did you say ?”’ 

“« Mrs. Garton.”’ 

‘And is it Mrs. Garton’s husband 
who has the lame shoulder? ” 

“Yes, sir; he got it hurted at the fire.” 

“ Do you know his first name, my 
boy,” inquired the gentleman, excitedly. 

it Yes, sir, it’s Spencer—Spencer Gar- 
ton, and he lives way back in Weaton.”’ 

‘© Why, pless my soul, boy, do you 
know that you are an angel ? I am look 
ing for this very Spencer Garton, and 
only arrived here to-night. Bless my 
soul ; now, what do you think ; my name 
is Garton too, and I am his cousin. ”’ 

The boy stared in bewilderment, and 
made no reply. The gentleman con- 


tinued : 
“ Do you mean to tell me that Spen- 


cer Garton, my cousin, 1s too poor to 
buy a Christmas turkey?” demanded 
the gentleman, sharply. l 

“ It’s not my fault, I’m sure I’d buy 
it if I could; for he’s been awful good to 
me,” retorted Joel, in an injured tone, 

«I’m not blaming you, you foolish 
boy ; I’m only shocked at the idea of a 
Garton’s inability to buy a Christmas 
turkey. God bless my soul—and to 
think I never knew it! But come; we 
are losing time,” added the gentleman 
hurriedly. ‘‘ And we bave a great deal 
to do; for you must help me.”’ 

“Heip you?” 

t Yes, don’t you see? I’m going to 
play Santa Claus, and you must go witn 
me to show me the way. Hurry along, 
now, and don’t stop to look in the win- 
dows.” And Ralph Garton started off 
with rapid strides to to put his suddenly 
conceived plan in execution. 

Joel looked on in utter amazement, as 
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his new friend wentinto a dry goods 
store, and bought the very dress and 
cloak selected by Joel, never thinking 
whether they would fit or not. Then to 
the furniture warerooms for the invalid 
chair; thence to the confectioner’s; next 
to the grocer’s, and lastly to the butch- 
er’s, where the finest turkey was bought, 
smothered in celery, and flanked right 
and left by the choicest oysters. And, 
as he insisted upon carrying all the bun- 
dles himself, (except the chair, which 
he ordered to be sent immediately), he 
looked like a veritable Santa Claus in- 
deed when he knocked at the door of 
Spencer Garton’s dwelling. 

Joel was stationed outside, to remain 
until called for. Kate, in response to 
the resounding knock, opened the door, 
and Ralph Garton stumbled in, loaded 
down with parcels, and convulsed with 
inward laughter. 

** Oh, Spencer; do look here!” cried 
Kate, as she ran back and pulled her 
husband into the room. ‘‘ My dream is 
realized, and here is Santa Claus.”’ 

‘¢ Have I the honor of addressing Mr. 
Spencer Garton and Mrs. Spencer Gar- 
ton?” asked Santa Claus, dropping his 
bundles on the floor. ‘I believe I am 
not mistaken. No! you are the fool- 
hardy young man who is in the habit of 
snatching young people from the ja vs of 
death, and getting a sprained shoulder 
for your pains, I understand. And you, 
madam, are the soft-hearted woman who 
runs around in the snow, putting shoes 
and stockings on little frozen feet, catch- 
ing your death, no doubt, while doing it ! 
And here is the unsophisticated young 
person ” ( going to the door and beck- 
oning'Joel ) ‘‘ to whom I am indebted 
for the valuable information that enabled 
me to find you out in your nefarious 
practices!’ And Santa Claus threw 
himself back and laughed heartily. 

Spencer and Kate had not spoken a 
word; they were dumb with astonish- 
ment, 

‘¢ But now,” said Ralph Garton, dofi- 
ing his hat, and bowing deferentially. 
‘© You will pardon an old man this little 
frolic on Christmas eve, and nermit me 
to introduce myself in due form. Spen- 
cer, my dear boy, Iam Ralph Garton, 
your cousin, late of San Francisco, Cali- 
fornia, and delighted to make your ac- 
quaintance, Give me a cousin’s welcome, 
and forgive this little escapade.”’ 

It needed no second invitation to do 
that, and Ralph soon found himself at 
home with his new-found relations, who 
vied with each other in kind and affec- 
tionate attentions to the guest who was 
no stranger. 

After the first shock of joyful surprise, 
and when Kate had ecstatically admired 


| 


her dress and seal ekin cloak, and had 
made Spencer try his new chair, whieh 
had arrived promptly, and had given 


Joel a hearty kiss and embrace, and 
tucked him in a warm corner by the fire- 
side, the two cousins sat by the cheerful 
grate, recalling long vanished scenes 


| of the past. and discussing plaas for the 


future; while Kate, with her lovely face 
aglow with happiness, flitted like a sun- 
beam back and forth, on hospitable 
thoughts intent. 

After the morrow Ralph would return 
to California, and settle his affairs with- 
out delay. Spencer and Kate must be 
his heirs, he said. He had an hundred 
thousand dollars to leave them, and he 
believed they would use it wisely and 
nobly, for the greatest good to them- 
selves and humanity. 

Joel was not forgotten ; he received 
the coveted knife for a Christmas pres- 
ent, and a handsome suit of clothes be- 
sides. And when Spencer recounted the 
noble heroism of the little fellow on the 
memorable night of the fire, the touch- 
ing story brought tears to the kind eyes 
of Ralph Garton, who said such heroism 
should Ðe rewarded, so Joel received a 
beautiful silver wateh. 

The Harper children had cau3e to 
bless the generous benefactors whose 
ever ready hands scattered blessings and 
bounties wherever poverty and distress 
appealed to their sympathies ; and no 
one rejoiced more heartily in Spencer’s 
good fortune than his former employer 
Swelton Blote. ‘The fire had proved a 
blessing in disguise ; for it burnt away 
the barriers in his spiritnal path, and 
purged his soul from the dross of sordid 
selfishness. He remained Spencer’s 
firm and faithful friead and took Joal 
Harper under his guardiansbip—sent 
him to school, and finally gave him em- 
ployment in the offics of Blote & Co., 
where he remained, until step by stap, 
he rose to a position of trust and use- 
fulness. 

When Mr. Blote at last avowed him- 
self a Spiritualist, underthe pure and 
beautiful teachings of that faith, he said: 
“Baut for Garton, L should never have 
real'zed the utter worthlessness of my 
profession and practice. A treeis known 
by its fruit; and, asin Garton’s case, 
the fruit was good; I thought I’d like 
to get a purchase on the tree, and now I 
am proud to call myself a Spiritualist.’’ 

There was but one shadow upon the 
joy and peace that had come to Spencer 
and Kate Garton—the shadow of an 
impending sorrow. For Ralph had told 
them of the comiog parting, when his 
earth life would be ended, and he should 
join the innumerable throng —the iavis- 
ible witnesses that encompass us about. 
There was no fear, no doubt—only the 
peaceful serenity that comes with the 
consciousness of a life well spent in the 
service of God and humanity—a life 
blossoming with kindly deeds —golden 
sheaves to be gathered by the Heavenly 
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Reapers, in God’s own harvest time. 
With happy, grateful hearts and tearful 
thanksgiving, that little household band 
poured out their prayers to the loving 
Father, who bad sent his angels to guide 
them through the thorny paths of trial 
and discipline. Anda great peace en- 
folded them, as they watched and prayed 
through the solemn hours, until the 
dawn’s rosy heralds flashed their ban- 
ners in the eastern sky ; while over all 
brooded the wondrous spell of the holy 
Christmas tide, and to their listening 
ears was borne the echo of those joyful 
tidings that have rung down the centu 
ries since first they were proclaimed by 
angels on Judean hills— 

“ PEAOE ON EARTH, AND GOOD WILL TO MEN.” 


A *“COCOANUT PI.” 
(Baked for Light in the West.) 


"Twas the night before Christmas, and all thro’ 
the house, 

Not a creature was stirring, not” 
ling —a - ling. 

Note.—It seems I Cannot Sing the Old Song. 


ting -a- 


A New York paper says that several rich 
dudes of that city have bound themselves by 
a solemn vow not to wear overcoats this win- 
ter. We expect to hear next that a number 
of well dowered dudines, in a fit of economy, 
have sworn by the Holy Guming Chew to 
wear but one blanket on their poodles. 


A CHESTNUT ‘ TURN-OVER,” 
The ‘‘funny man’? we do detest 
‘EA — pvoy Joy uo pusys of pey oys J] 
Who aims at us his ancient jest— 
n ‘MOYOUIOS 4; 78 403 p oqs MoUy ƏM 
A joke(?) so aged, stale and hoary— 
— puos Aprosyy soys nood SHIL 
The same old weary, dreary story 
BUHEZ 8 0} 67u99 U97 Joq [LOM Mop 
Of how we curious daughters uf Eve, 
“MOY3 € JO pupy 4880] 94} £4903 oqs J] 
(Though this latter fact we deeply grieve) 
* MOYBWOS JNO Jl puy [1.248 49q noć mg 
Must stand on our heads a point to find 
‘ MOUY 07} JOU qno oys Furqzowos 341 
Tn these comical(?) lires from the ‘‘funny man’s’? mind. 
‘UBUIOA ¥ soom Surly Aus sory) JT 


Webster tells us that an Agnostic is “ one 
who professes ignorance.” Just so; and if 
we all told the truth, Agnosticism might claim 
for its own about nine-tenths of the human 
family. 

The Chicago Mail wickedly asserts that the 
New York papers are for sale in Canada so that 
‘the who runs may read.” If this be true we have 
at last found one point of resemblance between 
the New York press and Holy Writ. ( See 
Hapvuxkau II: 2.) 


WEDDING BELLS. 
** Hear ihe mellow wedding bells,—Golden bells.?? 
SKEPPER— PHILLIPS Married, Dec. 
22nd, 1886, at the residence of the bride’s 
parents, by Geo. B. Elliot, Esq., Joseph 
P. Skepper of Omaha, Neb., to Miss 


Cora P. Phillips, eldest daughter of Dr. 


J. C. Phillips, secretary of the State 


Association of Spiritualists, of Omro, 
Wisconsin. Immediately after the cer- 


emony the newly wedded pair left for 


Omaha, tbeir future home. 


MRS. SCOVELL AT ODESSA. 
To the Editor of Light in the West: 


Knowing that you are the friend of 


every good worker, it gives me pleasure 
to write you that Mrs. Sallie C. Scovell 
appeared on the platform at this place on 
the nights of December 17th and 18th, 
and gave us a fine talk from her gaides 


each night. She is a lady in every re- 


spect, and wins the highest respect of all 
who meet her. Her mediumistic gifts 
are varied. Ina trance condition, when 


there is nothing to disturb her, she is re- 


markably good; I think better with the 
sitters’ friends than with her usual control. 
With me she was absolutely correct, as 
the tests were such that I knew and 
could not be mistaken. Her psychometric 
readings when indisturbed wereas nearly 
perfect as they could well be, and as good 


at her public exhibitions as the most of 


Mand E. Lord’s efforts in Kansas City 
this fall. 

The subject of Mrs. Scovell’s first lecture 
was, 


We 
have heard dozens of sermons from 
preachers on that subject, but none who 
handled it with such ability, common 
sense and biblical truth and harmony as 
did her guides, 

This medium should certainly be brought 
more fully before the public than she is, 
Odessa is barren of good Spiritualists in 
great numbers, and they are poor; 
but their brains and hearts are in the 
cause of enlightenment, and breaking 
down and sinking out of sight the barbar- 
ous dogmas that blight the blooming 
flowers of society as soon as they begin 
to open. Thinking you might want to 
hear from this lady’s work while here, I 
send you this, Fraternally, 


D. REDDINGTON. 
Odessa, Mo., December, 1886. 


OBITUARY. 
Passed into spirit life, Monday November 36th, 
Annie E., daughter of Mr. and Mrs. James Lewis 
Sprigfield, Massachusetts. 


Miss Lewis was a young lady of rare loveli- 
ness, a talanted pianist, and one who was held 


“The Different Phases of Medium- 
ship ; the lessons they teach, and their 
importance to society.” The second sub- 
ject was, “The Mission of Christ,” 


in high esteem by a large circle of friends. She 
had been ill for six months, and last summer 
she and her mother crossed the sea in the vain 
hope that the change might restore her to 
health. Consumption, however, had claimed 
her, and since her return she has slowly but 
surely declined. The funeral took place Thurs- 
day, December 2nd, and was largely attended, 
Rev. John Cotton Brooks officiated, and the 
music was rendered by a select quartet under 
the leadership of Mr. K. Arthur Dearden. Miss 
Lewis’ pet horse Gracie, with her phaeton, in 
which she had taken so many pleasant drives, 
brought up the rear of the funeral procession, 
The casket was of exquisite workmanship, be- 
ing made of Spanish cedar and lined with Eng- 
lish white plush. C. D. Blake of Boston had 
inscribed his new Tally-Ho march to Miss 
Lewis; and only a few days before her death 
C. P. Longley of the same city wrote to ob- 
tain permission to dedicate to her his new song 
to appear, ‘* Only a Thin Veil Between Us.” 
The permission was readily granted, but it is 
a sad fact that Miss Lewis, although so fond of 
music and herself a fine musician, did not hear 
either of these pieces inscribed to her, before 
she passed away. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lewis are known as prominent 
Spiritualists, and supported by their faith they 
may say from the depths of their bereaved 
hearts, ‘not dead, but gone before.” 


A DESERVED TESTIMONIAL. 
A MARVELOUS CURE BY DR. A. B. DOBSON, 
ACROSS THE RVIER IN ILLINOIS, 
Hanover, ILLINOIS, 

Dr. A. B. Dopson: One of the greatest 
cures has been performed by you in my 
family that meaicine ever did. My daugh- 
ter, Emma, was sick for months with a 
complication of diseases, and was attended 
by three physicians until she got so low 
she could not turn in bed or scarcely swal- 
low, and all hopes gone for her recovery, 
At. this critical period we sent for your 
medicines and commenced giving them to 
her. Ina few hours we could see a change 
for the better, and in three days she was 
up, and after taking the remedies a few 
months, she is as well as any person in 
our country, and no one can tell that she 
ever had been so near the grave. The 
most remarkable event about this case is 
this: After she could get around the house 
she ate too many oysters, which made her 
very sick. The next day I wrote to Dr, 
Dobson, stating the case; but before I put 
this letter in the office, I received one 
from him, answering every question in the 
letter that I had not sent, he also sending 
more remedies, which soon completed her 
cure. This showed me he could answer 
questions by some power outside of him- 
self. I wish I could let everybody know 
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the great power Dr. Dobson has in curing 
suffering humanity, and I carnestly ask 
you to write to me in regard to this case- 
for I am willing to give testimony under 
oath to the above facts. H. B. Hunt. 


Thc above was told Calvin E. Northrup; 
a bighly respected citizen of Maquoketa 
by Mr. Hunt, a short time ago.—Maquo- 
keta, Ia., Record. 


There was once a minister of the gospel who 
never built a church. 

Who never preached in one. ? 

Who never proposed-a church fair to buy the 
church a new carpet. 

Who never founded a new rect. 

Who frequented public houses. 

Who never received a salary. 

Who never asked for one. 

Who never wore a black suit or white necktie. 

Who never used a prayer book. 

Or a hymn book. 

Or wrote a sermon, 

Who never hired a cornet soloist to draw souls 
to hear the Word.” 

Who never advertised his sermons. 

Who never took a text for his sermons. 

Wh - never went through a course of theologi- 
cal study. 

Who never was ordained. 

Who never was *‘ converted.” 

Who never went to conference. 

Who was he? 


Jesus Christ. — 


Rev. Highflyer : 4 I delivered that sermon 
off hand. I hadn’t given it a moment’s 
thought. How did you like it?” Frank 
Hearer: “I can’t say. You see, I didn’t 
give it a moment’s thought either.” 


Chronology.—Old gentleman (putting a 
few questions) : ‘¢ Now, boys—ah—can any of 
you tell me what Commandment Adam broke 
when he took the forbidden fruit?” Small 


no Commandments then, sir!’’—N, 


For forms of goverment let fools contest, 

Whate'er is best administered is best ; 

For modes of faith let graceless zealots fight, 

His can’t be wrong whose life is in the right. 
— Pope. 


When a merchant promises to pay #1 for 
his goods, and then fails and is let off by pay- 


ing 30 cents, but makes his tenants pay full | 


rent or get vut, the evicted tenant feels like 
sand-bagging somebody. 

When a railway company counts its yearly 
earnings by the millions, and works its em- 
ployees seven days in the week at starvation 
wages it is nursing a brood of Anarchists. 

Hang the Anarchists? I'm afraid the last 
would have to commit suicide or go unhanged. 

The bomb that exploded in Chicago may 


have been thrown by the eight condemned 


men, but they did not make it. 
Hard, sordid, grasping, pitiless, greedy 
hands spent a good many years making that 


bomb. It is well enough to hang the Anar-. 


chists, my boy, but Iam afraid we're hang- 
ing the wrong men, —Burdette. 


Philadelphia Press: In St. Louis there is a 
man who insists thatthe head is not that ebhai- 
tion of the mind. It should be stated, however 
that this philosopher has confined his observa- 
tions wholly to St. Louis. 

2o I 


The Southern Cultivator and Dixie Farmer | 


speaks of us as followa : 

Our thanks are due “Light in the West,” of 
St. Louis, Mo., one of the ablest and hand- 
somest journals in the country, deveted to 
Spiritualism, for its kindly mention of Zhe 
Cultivator. Persons interested in Spiritualism 
should send fora copy of the above journal and 
well-examine its filled pages. 


SPECIAL NOTICES. 


The First Association of Spiritualists have 
leased the hall on the third floor over Wil- 
liamson’s Drug Store, corner Ninth and 
Franklin Avenue, and will hereafter hold 
their meetings there, commencing as usual 
at 2:30 p. m. 

We would call the attention of our readers 
to the advertisement of Prof. J. B. Campbell, 
V. D., which appears in another column. 
We will say more of this system of cure in our 
next issue. , 

The Golden Argosy of New York has 
changed in size from eight pages to six- 
teen pages, it is a well printed paper in | 
small type, interesting to all, especially 
the young, as its stories are very well | 


written and profusely illustrated. Address 
Golden Argosy, New York City for sample 


copy. 
HOME COOKING, 


At 823 Washington Avenue we have 


established a restaurant, where we give 
regular board, meals and lunches of the 
best, well-cooked food. Also, a principle 


| feature of our establishmentis Hygienic 
scholar (like a shot): ‘* Please, sir, th’worn't | 


Food, and the proper preparation of it 
for all those who desire it. This diet is 
especially suited to dyspetics and all inva- 
lids, and they are earnestly invited to come 
and try what we can do for them. 

Mr. & Mrs. TRASELL. 


THE BOOK SHELF. 


TRAITE EXPERIMENTAL ET THERAPEUTIQUE DE 
Maenetisme, by H. Durville. Pub in Paris. 


5 boulevard du Temple; price. ..2 frances ($.40) | 


This work will be interesting to 
French scholars. The author claims to 
have discovered the laws that regulate 
the phenomena of animal magnetism 
and shows that there is but one malady, 
and that is the derangement of the vital 


forces. 


IRENE; OR THE Road To FREEDOM, by Sada Baily 
Fowler. Published by H.N. Fowler & Co.. 
Philadelphia, Pa. Price...........00+ so. $1.00 


This voiuminous work of 600 pages, 
solid matter, is a discussion of the mar- 
riage problem in the form of a novel. 
The great question of social wrong is 
considered at length, and the book is 
evidently written with good intentions. | 


In places the subject is well treated, but 
on the wole the work is a wild, wierd 
and decidedly unreal tale that stops ab- 
ruptly at the solution of the problem, 
which is to be given in another book, 
now in preparation, entitled Freedom 
Four d, price $1.00. 


TEACHINGS FROM THE SPIRIT Sivz or LIFE, pub- 
lished by S. C. Stoddard, Oakland, al., 
o n a a A moo seseseeee $.30 


This work is given under the inspira- 
tion of ‘* spirits that seek to help the 
fallen and give to the good courage to 
persevere to the end.” It contains 
many gems of thought for those who 
will think 


BOOKS FOR SALE AT THIS OFFICE, 


Book of Algoonah. 4 concise account of the his- 
tory of the eariy people of North America, known as 
the Mound Builders, 353 pages, cloth, reduced to $1 00 
or with LIGHT IN THE WEST one year $1 75 


Mysteries of the Hand, Resealed and Ex- 
plained: the art of determining, from an inspection of 
tne hauds, the person’s temperament, appetites, pas- 
sions, impulses, aspirations, mental endowments, 
character and tendencies. (See advertisement.) 


Spiritualism Sustained, by John R. Kelsoe. 
The latest clear, logical, complete vindication of 8pir- 
itualism published Cloth, 24 pages price ..,.. $1 00 

The Four Gospels in One, contiining every 
statement in Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, in exactly 
the words of the authorized version. (See advertisem't. 


PAMPHLETs. 


Spiritualists’ Directory, useful for reference, 
36 pages $ 


PUBLISHER’S NOTICE. 


Terms.— Until January 1st, 1888, LIGHT IN 
THE WEST will be set. one year to any 
address for One Dollar in Advance 
The paper will not be sent tu any person 
on credit, unless with a distinct under- 
standing as to terms, — $2.00 if not in 
advaı ce; and it will be stopped at the ex- 
piration of the time paid for unless we 
are requested to continue at the rate of 
$260 per annum. The dite with the ad- 
dress on the wrapper shows the sub- 
seriber when his £ bscription is out. 

Specimen Copies.—A specimen copy will 
be sent at tne request of any one, and we 
consider it a favor to have lists of names 
with add: esses sent to us, 

Club Rates. For +750 we will send Ten 
copies 01.6 year to any addresses the 
sender may order, including his own. 
For the benefit of s»cieties, and individ- 
uals wishing a number of copies to dis- 
tribute, LIGHT IN THE WEsT willbe sent 
one vear to one address on the follow- 
ing terms: 

5 COPIOB....erssnsrsceescrcersssecssserererecess $ 4 50 


Oris Secvcsccspesecee oc .. 650 
OMT s «.. 35 00 
100 £6 neneeese E A E o Soreni 65 00 
Īn this case cash must be seut with the 
order. 


Club List —LIGHT IN THE WEST and any 
of the following publications will be sent 
one at the price set opposite :— 


Alone Club 
Banner of Light......... $3 00... 8 50 
Centuryicscccscvecesexess. 4°00! . 4575 
Library Magazine..... 1 25 
St. Nickolas............... 8 76 


Advertisemenis.—Those answering adver- 
tisemeuts will do us a favor by mention- 
ing LIGHT IN THE West. 
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DR. G. S. GREEN'S 


BLOOD PURIFIER & NERVE TONIG, 


Try it foe Kidney Complaint, Liver Troub- 
le, Neuralgia, Dyspepsia, Jaundice, 
Consumption, Nervousness, 

Scrof' la, Rheumwa- 
tism, &c- 

Letter trom Gov. and ex U. 8. Senator, G. W. Hendee 
of Vermont :— 
MORRISVILLE, VT., Oct. 9, 1882. 
G. S. GREEN, M. D.:—Sir: | am glad to say to you that 
i have used your “Blood Purifier and Nerve | onic” in 
my family for some Lime past with excellent success. As 
a blood purifier I am satisfied it is all you recommend 
itt: be. Iam perfectly satistied with the result of the 
trial, and feel sate in cordially recommending it to the 
Yours ‘Lruly, 
GEO. S. GREEN. 
A Medicine Glass graduated to contuin from one te 
four teaspoontuls, accompanying each bottle will be 
found of great service in measuring all kinds of liquids 
where smal doses are reyuired. 


PREPARED BY 

DR. G. S. GREEN & C0., 
Enosburgh Falls, Vt. 
If your druggist does not have it send direct to proprietors 


Full Pint, $1.00 6 Bottles, $5.00. 


public. 


SOCIETY DIRECTORY 


Notices of Society Meetings will be inserted in this cot 
umn at 25 cents for five lines, ar less, each insertion, and 
5 cents for each additional line or part thereof. 


ST. LOUIS. 


The First Association of Spiritualists 
meets every Sunday at their Hall, on the S. W. 
corner Ninth and Franklin Avenue, third floor, 
at 3:00 rp. m. The publie are cordially invited 
to attend. 


A Mediums’ Meeting will be held next 
Sunday evening, at half past seven o’clock, at 
107 N. Eighth street. 


ILLINOIS. 


The Southern Lyceum of Chicago meets 
every Sunday afternoon at Martine’s Hall, N. W. 
Cor. 22nd St. and Indiana Ave., at 1:30 p.m. sharp. 


DIRECTORY COLUMN. 


This column will be prominent and kept near ta 
reading matter for purpose of making it a READY 
REFERENCE where persons £an have their Name 
Address and short notice of business, Each 
Card wiil have space of one-half inch imiformly 
set in small type with the name only displayed 
Ra'es: One-half inch inserted one time for $150 
sıx times $6 00, 12 times $10 00. one year $1500 
payable monthly or quarterly in advance. 

Address or send draft on St. Louis, New York oi 
Postal Note, Post Office order, or small amounts ir 
Registered letter. 

LIGHT IN THE WEST, 
814 Chestnut Street. - - - - - - St. Louis Mo. 


Pfuhl, Prof. A, C. C. Astrologer, Phre- 
nologist, Hea'ing Medium and Teacher of Spiritual Philoso- 
phy. 1631 Morgan street, St. Louis, Mo. 


Campbell, R. A. 418} olivest. Teacher and 
practitioner of Psychic Healing and Palmistry. Office hours 
1 to 3 P.M. Consultation free. Correspondence solicited 


Cordingley, Geo. V. independent Slate Writer, 
holds daily and nightly seances at his home, 1604 Pine St.; 
also teaches develloping classes every day and evening, 


MocGindley, Mrs. M. L. Mandan, D. T., Olair- 
voyant and Business Medium, Six questions answered for 
$1. Life Horoscope $2. Satisfaction guaranteed. 


Thayer, Mrs. M. B. 323 West 34th st., New 
York City. Seance every Thursday eve. Manifestation of 
fowers. Independant Slate Writing. 


Thomas, Dr. R. M. cardington, Obio, Manutac- 
turer of Electro Magnetic Battery and Supporter combined, 
for either sex. Prices $10 & $12. See ad. in this paper. 


INVALID NURSE. 

Persons who wish the services of a good 
nurse are requested to call on or address 
Mrs. Shober, at 3122 Brantner Place, who 
has had over five years’ experiences, and 
can give the best referencos from the city 
doctors and others. 


ACCEPT THIS OFFER. 

Mrs.H. N. Kead, the well known medical clair- 
voyant, formerly of N. Y. City, is now located 
at No. 16 N. Ada St., Chicago, Ill. Any persons 
sending her three 2 ct. stamps, lock of hair, age, 
sex and leading symptom, will receive a diagno- 
sis of their disease free. 


Those wishing any copying done or or. 
namental card writing of any kind, should 
address for price of work Mrs. L. N, Camp 
2617 Franklin Ave., whom we can recom- 
mend asa superior professional penman. 
(See advertisement.) 


See a 
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This well estab- 
lished and superior 
system of practice | 


can beeasily learned. with highest graduation 

of the AMERICAN HEALTH COLLEGE 

Address J. B. CAMPBELL, M. D. V. D. 
FAIRMOUNT, Cincinnati, O. 


=E = 


Four Gospels in One, 
BY ROBERT ALLEN CAMPBELL. 


Second, revised edition. 12 mo. Cloth extra. 283 pages. 

A work embodying in one narrative every statement in 
Matthew, Mark, Luke and Joln, in precisely the language 
of tbe Bible WITHOUT COMMENT. 

It represents the things recounted by the several evange- 
lists, before the reader, in their proper comnection, and thus 
enables him to take in at a single view, what would require 
no little time and difficulty to search out for himself. The 
index to the subjects treated is very full, directing the 
seeker’s attention at once to any point of ihe evangelic his- 
tory he wishes to examine. The exact words uf Scripture 
are faithfully preserved throughout, and the work will prove 
of much service in facilitating a fuller anu clearer under- 
standing of the narrative 

The many flattering notices which the work has received 
{some of which we give velow) and the repeated calls for the 
book since the first edition, published in 1871, was exhausted, 
have induced its publishers to issue the present edition, 
which they hope will command the large sale which it so 
well deserves. 


We most heartily commend the volume.—N.Y. Independent. 


The plan is a most excellent one, and needs no commenda- 
tion from any quarter.—Louisville Courier Journal. 


PR Postage 10 cts. ŒN 
$2.00 


PRICE. Sas ot 
Astonishing Offer. 


Sens three 2 cent stamps, lock of hair, age, sex, 
one leading symptom, and your disease will be 
diagnosed free by spirit power. 


Dr. A. B. DOBSON, M EA Iowa. 


Evolution of Planchette! 


THe 


PSYCHOBRETTE 


OR 
SPIRIT TALKING BOARD. 


Interesting and Instructive. 
A SURE GUIDE TO MEDIUMSHIP! 


Scientists Mystified ! 
Investigators Puzzled 
Spiritualists Pleased ! 


Beautifully made and easily operated. Price 
$1.00 each, or $1 25 delivered to any part of the 
United States. Trade orders solicited. Send for 
descriptive circulars to 


LEES MANUFACTURERS’ AGENCY, 
142 Ontario Street, CLEVELAND. O. 


MRS. T: N. CAMP. Teacher of | 
Ornamental 


enan Sonmanship, 
2617 Franklin Ave., St. Louis, 


Will write and furnish wedding and party Invitations, 
and Cards of all kinds, at the shortest notice and on the | 
most reasonable terms. | 


FRED A. HEATH 
The Blind Medium, 


will give readings by letter, giving future busi- 
ness prospects and other items of interest. Send 
25 cents, lock of hair and stamp. Address 

27 Lawrence street, Charlestown, Mass. 


FOR PHYSICAL AID 


Send six cts. postage, name, age, sex, leading symptoms | 
and receive diagnosis of your case with directions that will 
jeadto recovery, MAGNETISED SILK 
that has the miraculous power of giving relief to painful dis- 
orders, sent for 15cts. persheet, 4 for 60cts, 10 for $1.00. 


Address: Dr. FRANKLIN WRAY, Andrew, Towa 


Mrs, S. C. Scovell, 


PSYCHOMETRIST 


SPIRIT IVEEDIUM. 


To put yourself in magnetic rap- 
port with her spirit band, send lock 
of hair, name, age and sex. She 
will diagnose your disease, or give 
valuable advice in al] social and bus- 
iness matters. A trial reading will 
be given for 25c; full reading, $1.00. 
Will fill lecture engagements in Mis- 
souri and Kansas. Correspondence 
solicited. Address her at 

1031 Muin St., Kansas City, Mo. 


Nature’s own Restorer, Electricity. 


5 A Ad 
hs 


4 N 

: xf ae | N \ \ \ 
Dr R. M. Thomas Electro Magnetic Battery and Supporter 
combined has restorad many invalids to health and happi- 
ness, after the most eminent Physicians had failed. Prof. 
A. B. French of Clyde O. 
than you claimed it would for me.’ Invalids should investi- 
gate this wonder of wonders thut is used and endorsed by 
Physicians, 


nervousness,and many ailments flesh is heir to.Price of Belt 
furnished in red Morrocco $10 white kid $12, when ordering 
send size around back and abdomen Send åcts in stamps, 
ud leading symptoms to Dr. R, M. THOMAS, Lock Box 417 
Cardington, Morrow Cv., Ohio. and be will return you a 
scientific diagnosis, and book uf testimonials free. 


Spore Killer 


Has prov p to bundreds the faet that disease can- 
Not exist where it i» ireely used in connection with | 


Electric Anti-Bilious Pills. 


And plain, systematic iiving. A clear mind and | 
sound body is obtained, which is the secret of all 
suvcess. Price 25 cts, Manufactured by | 


says ‘‘your belt has done more | 


Can be worn by either sex,a specific forall kid- | 
uey disease, rheumatism, female weakness, general debility, | 


Mrs. L. B. Hubbell, Norwich, Conn 


or others,who wish ta examina 


ADVERTISERS this paper, or obtain estimates 


on advertising space when in Chicago, will find it on file at 
45 to 49 Randolph St. 


v a 
the Advertising Agency of LORD a THOMAS B 


MrS. MI EISIN 
2706 INDIANA AVE, 


Office Hours 10 to® Take Gravois Road Cars 


C. L. HERRING. 


Magnetie Physician. 


Has returned irom his tummer trip east and is to be 
found in his office at 2937 OLIVE ST. 
No medication or electricity. 


DR. J. C. PHILLIPS, 


-| Clairvoyant & Magnetic Healer 


My powers and skill are well known to the public, 


Correspondence Solicited. 
OMRO, Wisconsin. 


MAGNETISM! 


When Medicines Fail Try 
MAGNETIC TREATMENT. 


| Itis the life giving principle. It penetrates the nerve 

centers. Equalizes the vital forees. Removes pain, and 
ia KING over RHEUMATISM , NEURALGIA, PARAL- 
YSIS and all nerve diseases. 


Dr. Dawes: 1240 FRANKLIN AVE., ST. Louis. 


To those afflicted with this 

terrible disease we say,—do 

not be discouraged when your physician says your case is 

incnrable. I guarantee to cure if you try my special treat- 
ment. Correspondence Solicited. 


MARY DUFF, 
CLAIRDESCENT PHYSICIAN 
107 N 8th St. - œ ST, LOUIS, MO. 


J Bex Mier, W 


Fashionable 


HATTER, 


GLOVES, UMBRELLANS, etc, 
605 Franklin Ave. St. Louis, Mo. 


CORNS EXTRACTED 


Without Pain. 
25c each. All troubles of the feet treated in a skillful manner. 


Dr. N. Kennison & Son. 


Also a lady manicure to attend to the Finger Nails 


623} Olive Street, St. Louis. 


M. GOETTLER and CO. 


1260 8. BROADWAY. 
KEEPS A LARGE LINE OF 


ats! Hats! 


Established 1853. 


Corect Styles at Moderate Prices. 
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MYSTERIES OF THE HAND 


Revealed and Explair ed. 
he art of determining, from an inspection of the 
hands, tle person's temperament, appetites, 
passions, impulses, aspirations, mental 
endowments, character tendencies 
By Robert Allen Campbell. 

This is a book which any lady or gentleman will per- 
use with exciting interest and from which every 
reader must receive pleasure, instruction and satisfaction. 
It is written froma philosophic and scientific standpoint, 
in a pleusing and lucid style, upon a most fascinating 
subject, and teaches all the title-page nnuounces. 

The subject of character-reading from the hands is 
here, for the first time, presented tn a Manner at once 
acceptable to the educated, and easily understool and 
practiced hy those of ordinary intelligence. 

The author has examined, studied and read many 
thousands of hands—inelud ng those of a!l classes—good 
bad and indifferent—cultured, intelligent and ignorant— 
exalted, commonplace and degraded—eminent aod 
Obscure. His delineations are eleir, full and accurate, 
convincing all intelligent listeners, 

12mo, over 200 pages, beautifully printed from new 
stereotype plaies, on heavy, extra-quality toned paper. 
embellished with 43 illustrations, and eleguntly bound, 


For sale at this Office; Postage 10 cts. 
Extra muslin, gilt side-stamyp, 


BANNER OF LIGHT. 


The oldest journal in the world devoted to the 
SPIRII UAL PHILOSOPHY. 


Issued weekly at Bosworth Street (form- 
erly faa! be Place , Boston, Mass. 
OLBY and RICH, 
PUBLISHERS & PROPRIETORS. 
saas B. Rich, Bus. Ma’g’r, Luther Colby, Ed'r, John W. Day, Ass’t Ed’. 
Aided by a large corps of able writers. 

The BANNER is a orst-class Family Newspaper of 
eight pages- containing forty columns of interest- 
ing and instructive reading, embracing a literary 
department. reports of spiritual lectures, original 
essays—Upon Spititual, Philosophical and Scien- 
titie Subjects, editorial department, spirll-message 
department, and contributions by the most talented 
writers iu the world, etc , etc. 


Terms of Subsciption, in Advance, 


Per Year, = ' 

Six Months, - - - 1.50 

3 Months, ; - = 175 
Postage Free. 


Advertisements published at twenty cents per 
line for the first, and fifteen cents per line for each 
subsequent insertion. 

Subscriptions discontinued at the expiration of 
the time paid for. 

aF Specimen copies sent free. 

7 corBY AND RICH F 
Publish and keep for saleat Wholesale and Retail 
a compləte sale assortment of Spirilual, Progress- 

ve, Reformatory and Miscelaneous Books. 


THE NEW THOUGHT. 


A vigorous #-page journal, devoted to Spiritualism, 
General Religious and Political Reform. Published 
every saturday by MOSES HULL & CO, 
at DES MOINES, la. ‘he organ of the Mississippi 
Valley Association of Spiritualists. 

Terms of Subhsciption: 
One vear.......... ...$1.60| three months ........,$.40 
six months .75 | Single numbers ....... -b 

The New Thought will be sent to new subscribers on 
rtial three months, for 25 cents—a sum which barely 
covers the price of blank paper and presa- work. 

Address all communications to 

Moses Exull & Co, 
DES MOINES IOW A. 


o 
FOUNDATION PRINCIPLES 
Advocates a Humanitarian Spiritualism. Published 
semi-monthly ut Clinton, Ja., and commences its 3rd vol- 
ume June iat 86-8. ı columned pages. 1 per year, ard 
during its rd year offers Foot’s Health Monthly, 6 
paged, 50 cents per year, as a premium to all new sub- 
sclibers You can’t do better than to send for it. 


THE ROSTRUM. 


A.C. OOTTON, ..... .......... -Editor and Publisher 
A fortnightly journal devoted to the Philosophy of 

Spiritualism, Liberali-m and the Progress of Humanity. 
The Rostrum will be supplied to subscribers at the fol- 

lowing rates: 

1 year $1.00—6 months 50 cents. ——3 months, 25 cents 


All money orders and remittances must be made paya- 
ble to A. O. COTTON, Vineland, N- J- 


Painless Dental Rooms. 


S. E. Cor. Ninth and Washington Aves, 


“JACOB, 


D. 
RADOMOKY 


American Ronrontormist 


Edited by James Vincent, and published by 
H & L. Vincent, at Winrixtp, Kas. 


Now in its VI volume. Devoted to total a 


immediate emmancipation from slavery to bond 
holders, railroad corporations, national bank 
and ecclisiastica! dictation. ‘Terms, $1.50 a yaer. 


THE GOLDEN GATE. 


A large eight-page Weekly Paper, ‘‘Devoted 
to the elevation of humanity in this life, and a 
search for the evidences of life beyond,” J. J. 
Owen, Editor and Manager. Mrs. Matrix P. 
Owen, Assistant, San Francisco, Cal. Terms— 
$2.50 per annum. Send for sample copies. 


THE ST. LOUIS 
Post-Dispatch, 


The People's Family Paper. 
Eight Pages. Large Size. 


Best Evening Paper in America; brings news from all parts 
of the world twelve houra earlier than morning papers. Sent 
by mail, or delivered in the city for 15 cents a week. 100,000 
readers. Weekly, $1.10 a year. Lowest advertising rates. 
Send for sumple copies. 


THE ALTRUIST. 


Is amonthly paper, partly in Phonetic spelling, 
and devoted to common property, united labor, 
Community homes. and equal rightstoall. 50cte. 
a year ; specimen copies free. 

Address A. Lonauky, Editor, 

2 N. 4th st., St. Louis Mo. 


EE 
THE NEW TORK BEACON LIGHT. 


An Indeperdent Weekly Spiritual Journal, 
giving messages from our loved ones in spirit 
life and containing matter of general interest con- 
nected with Spiritual Science. 

Free from controversy and personalities. 

Mrs-M E. WILLIAM, Editor and Publisher. 
Subscription Rates: 
Cue Year, $2.00. 6 Mon., $1.)0, 3 Mon., $0.50. 
POSTAGE FREE. 
Rates of Advertising: 

One dollar per inch for first insertion; fifty 
cents for each subsequent one. No advertisment 
inserted or less than $1.00 

Specimen Copies sent free on Application. 

Newsdealers supplied by the American News 
Co., 39 and 41 Chambers Street, New York. 

All communications and remittances should 
be addressed to Mrs. M. E. Williams, 

232 West 46th St. New York 
p 


THE WATCHMAN. 


An&pag Monthy Journal, devoted to theinter- 
rests of Humanity and Spiritualism. 

Also, a Mouth-,iece of he American and Eas 
ern Cong: ess in Spirit Lile. 

WATCIIAN, -pirit Editor. 
Published by Boston Star & C escent Co., 1090 Central Park 
Ave‘ Millard Postal ~lation, Chicago, Illinois. 
Hattie ..Berry. Editress & mg’r, Authur B.shedd, As’t Mg’r, 
Terms of Subscription, in Advance, 
$ 


One year 1.00 | 6 months 


a $0. 50 
8:00 | Single copies :10 
Sample copies free: 

U. 8: Postage Stamps will be received for fractional parts 

dollar: (1s & 2s preferred): 
33> Remit byP: 0: | ‘rder, drawn on Chicago, Ill:, or by 
egistered letter : y3 payable to 
Hattie A. Berry, Editress and Manager: 
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| E POPULAR RAILWAY 


T OF THE CENTRAL STATES. 


ONLY LINE 


Reaching by @” yt routes all the folowing 
Arge cities: 


ST. LOUIS, INDIANAPOLIS, 
CHICAGO, FORT WAYNE, 
DETROIT, LAFAYETTE, 
TOLEDO, SPRINGFIELD, 
. ANNIBAL, QUINCY, 
KEOKUK, PEORIA, 
KANSAS CITY, COUNCIL BLUFFS 
ST. JOSEPH, OMAHA, 


DES MOINES, OTTUMWA, 


Embracing the Principal Points of the Six Great 
States of Michigan, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Iowa 
and Missouri, with Branch Lines or Close Connec- 
tions to other cities not mentioned above. 


THROUGH SLEEPING ÇAR [INES 


— 
Between St. Louis, New York and Boston, via 
Niagara Falls; Chicago and New York, via Detroit 

nd Niagara Falls; St. Louis and St Paul and 
Minneapolis; 8t. Louis and Chicago; St. Louis and 
Kansas City; 8t. Louis and Bt. Joseph; St. Louis 
and Council Bluffs and Omaha; St. Louis and Des 
Moines; St. Louis and Toledo; Bt. Louis and De- 
troit: Chicago and Kansas City; Kansas City and 
Des Moines; Detroit and Indianapolis. 


THE BEST ROUTE 


Via Detroit or Toledo, to all parts of the 
EAST; via Detroit, Chicago, Ottumwa or 
Des Moines, to all parts of the NORTH; via 
Indianapolis, St. Louis or Kansas City, to all 
parts of the SOUTH; via Kansas City, St. Jo- 
seph or Omaha, to all parts of the WEST. 


NO L' JE CAN EQUAL THE CAR SERVICE 


GREAT WABASH ROUTE 


It includes Handsome New Coaches, Luxurious 
FREE Reclining Chair Cars, the Best Equipped 
Dining Cars on the Continent, the latest and moat 
Elegant Pullman Buffet and Sleeping Cars, the 
Splendid and Novel Mann Boudoir Cars and Pal- 
ace Woodruff Sleeping Cars. 

should determine 


EVERYONE WHO TRAVELS before starting to 


make a portion of hia journey, or all, if possible, 
over the WABASH, ST. LOUIS & PACIFIC RY. 
aay Coupon Ticket Agent in the United States or 
anada will sell you tickets via the u 
and give ail desired information. WABASH 

For Maps, Time Tables, etc., write to 
F. CHANDLER, Gen’l Pass. and Ticket Agent, 

eT. LOUIS, MO. 


Ím a SEE 
THE SPIRITUAL OFFERING. 


COL. D. M FOX, - - - - - PUBLISHER 
D. M. & NETTIE P. FOX, - - - EDITORS 
EDITORIAL CONTRIBUTORS 
Prof. Henry Kiddle (H. K.), No. 7, East 130th St., 

New York Cily. 
‘Quina,” through her Medium, Mrs. Cora L. V. 
Richmond, 64 Union Park Place, Chicago. Ili. 

Among the contributors will be found our oldest and 
ablest writers. Init will be found Lectures, Essays upon 
Scientific, Philosophical and Spiritual subjects, Spiritual 
Communications and Messages. 

TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION: 
Per Year...$2.00 | Six Months...$1.00 | Three Months. .60cts 

New Club Rates : 3 copies. #6, 6 copies $8, 10 copies $16. 
A‘) must be new subscribers except the getter up of the club 
Advertisements published at 16 cts per line for the first. and 
10 cts for each subsequent insertion. 

Specimen copies sent free. 

Subscribers desiring a change of post-office, must give 
rhe name of the office where takenand where to he sent, 
othetwise the change cannot be made. Address, 

SPIRITUAL OFFEIRNG, Ottumwa, Iowa. 
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LION REMEDY No. 1 
Cures all diseases of the Liver and Kid- 
neys, such as Diabetis; Bright’s Disease; 
Stone in the Bladder ; removes Gall Stones 
ures Dropsy ; Enlargement of the Liver 
nd Spleen ;destroys Tumors etc. $1.00 
per bottle, 6 bottles $5.00. 
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No. 2 Ti gar j CT CNET mit la i Ei iE 
Cares all diseases of the f 
| Blood and Skin ,such asi [ 
Hi Scrofula, Salt Rheum,Can- H 


ji ker, Cancers, ee ne À “sim Piles, Costiveness, etc. It 
Eczema and all Blood Poi- ac invigorates, strengthens and 


json. $1.00 per bottle.) LION REM DIE ñ gives tone to the whole system ; 
” HI 4) IP F il R 
_ 6 bottlzs, Bes), eet e" JN ‘a | | dded : i . 
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are Nature’s most potent agencies for curing & i I ie 
H disease, as they are made from the very best roots, lata i 
m4 herbs, barks and gums that grow ın this and other coun- au Restores lost vitality and as- 


Hiralgia, Sciatica Affection, g,, tries, their curative powers have been thorouhgly tested E, similated with the blood Po p ANN 


: : H| and proved to be all we Claim for them. 
gy Gout, St. Vitas’ Dance,Ner- WM As it ig impossible to combine the different properties |g 


{vous Headaches, and alla’ required for different diseases in any one compound, gem Whole system; cures impotence, If is. 


larities, cures Back Ache, Fall- À 
ing of the Womb, Leucorrhea, ip 


comes part and parcel of the 


nervous disease, etc, $1.00 ma] preparation or remedy, we have carefully prepared and MM streng!hens and vitalizes every 
per bottle. im) arranged (NINE) different remedies, each one adapted on part. $2.00 per bottle. | f 
n 


6 bottl 5.00. some special case, s- 6 bottles. $10.00. 
otites% | These remedies have been used for the last ce 


aaa aware ET a 
Æ] and towns. It is their wonderful success in eradicating pe | oh 
rah old chronic diseases completely from the system, and Gam ; F FE 
| restoring the patient to perfect health, that has induced e Cures Dispepsia, Heart NE 
a.) us to advertise so extensively that all may know of their GĦ ial- Ra 
{Į Consumption, Asthma, 


zla Hay Fever and Catarrh. 
a- rat 50 cts. per bottle. 


x- great curative powers and be persuaded to try them, Us ; 
H whatever their disease may A oil if their A RE, Me ness, Sour Stomach, Dizzy j pim 
a has given them up as incurable, for the Lion Remedies 54M Head, Coated Tongue etc. hes 
a have cured eb (of so-called incurable) when every- jpm $1.00 bottl tet 
Ñ thing else has failed, as some of our testimonials will show. CMM’ o> per bottle, Je- 


: ve 
oft 6 bottles, $2.50. g Tar Lion Remepixs are put up in large bottles. We H 6 bottles, $5.00- jk ‘a 
paanakin al have given only a few of our many testimonials (that are a ai ae i 
F SRM RSRRRERERESSE in our possession) in favor of the Lion REMEDY, showing a 
a No. 5 uJ clearly that the claims put forth in their behalf have ae 
a) E" truth for their foundation. a 
Cures Chills and Fever, jum ce 
a "l Paralysis, Intermittent bid appetite for Alcoholic f} 
Fever, Malaria, ete. $1.00 Drinks, Opium, Morphine w 
; er bottle. n etc. $125 per bottle. 
tl» ? LION REMEDY CO. [& p | 
zgi 6 bottles, $5.00. Maa No. 16 North Ada St, =- = « CHICAGO, ILL. Wa. 6 bottles, $6 00. | 
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CHICAGO, ILL., May 13, 86. pan NEW YORK CITY, April 1, 1896, 
HEN Lion REMEDY Co. — For several 
Lion ReMEDY Co.—l take great EME) years every spring has found me af- ti 
flicted with deranged liver and kidneys 7 
which generully debilitated me from 6 ff 


| amey] aoa 7 = SS S S S h 
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f = CHICAGO, ILL., May 3, 1886 Tan) CHICAGO, ILL., April 29, 1886. mar 


4 a 5 s E ; i 
ani Le Lion REMEDY Co.—Allow me to add i LION REMEDY Co.—I would like to 


i 4 é p d sti i is i 
my testimonial in praise of your Lion add my testimony in praise of Lion 


M| Remedy No. 2.1 have taken three bot- [Emm Remedy No. I, For Liver and Kidney pleasure in stating that the Lion 


mn Troubles and Billiousness it excels any a Remedy No. 3 is asure cure for | to 8 weeks, Causing much anxiety asfi 
Ji tleas and I never felt so well from the [i thing I have yet tried, My motherhas co T in 3 ` 4 ier y iof 
Fi i aeni Rane eon eee FEHI a er a to ar a AE wal medicine. Learning of the Lion Rem. 
ii K 3 she was $ ottle your ivi £ ETS 
a Ñ and I consider your Remedy No. 1 as Haw cess. For twenty years she was com- {E of your medicine I was MER odies I was induced to try them, hav- q 


the best liver and kidney remedy I fap Pelled to subsist on two meals a day, HEN greatly relieved, and when I had ff 
3 A 1 and her food always distressed her, but WHE) 1 had finished my 2nd bottle I was i 
| ever used, and freely recommend it to H taken two I was entirely cured. ERER SE B Ae PE $ 
; I would say: don’t give up inde pair. H 
Give the Lion Remedies a trial, 


at present she eats her three meals & H 
ar day with a relish and with no distress H- 
HE whatever. Yours truly, T 


‘all suffering from these troubles or A 
g Dilliousness, Yours respectfully, Yours truly, f 


i ing little faith in theircfilcacy. Before $] 
i] K 


rt 
JOHN LYNCH, 222 W. Randolph st. [ign FRED, E, JONES, 995 W. Monroe st, H i E. RısLY, 814 Fulton St. l 
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LIGHT IN THE WEST. 


Mississippi Ry 
(ee ee ee 


The direct and short Line to 


CINCINNATI, 
LOUISVILLE, 
WASHINGTON, 
BALTIMORE, 
NEW YORK (TEAST. 


SOLID DAILY TRAINS to 
CNCINN ATI and LOUISVILLE 
10 HOURS, with Through Day Cars, Parlor Cars and 
alace Sleeping Coaches. No Change of Cars for any class of 
assengers. 


OD DAILY TRAINS 


To Washington in 28 Hours 
To Batimore in 29 Hours 


‘This is4 HOURS QUICKER than the fastest time by any 
other line. 


The Day Express has elegaut Day Coaches and Luxuriant 
Parlor Cars, from st Louis to Cincinnati, connecting with 
sleeper for Washington aud Boston. 

‘The Nig xpress has leepers through without change. No 
yther line from St. Louis runs Through Sleeping Cars tu the 
NATIONAL CAPITAL, 


PALACE BUFFET SLEEPING CARS 


are run by the ‘‘Q, & M.’' Night Express from 


ST. LOUIS to NEW YORK 


IDAT- — 
Without Change in 39 Honrs. 


REST ROUTE TO JACKSONVILLE 
And Winter Resorts in the Southeast. 
The Double Daily Lines of Parlor Cars and Palace 
Sleeping Coaches by this Line from 
St Louis to Cincinnati & Louisville 


Taking direct connections at both points with morning and 
evening Express Traina, having Palace Hotel and sleeping 
Cars to Chattanooga, Atlanta, Macon and Jacksonville with- 
out changes 


No Ferries or Transfers by this Route! 


he Only Line running a Sleeping Car 
of any description between 
St. Louis & Cincinnati. 


For Tickets, Rates, or any particular information call on 


cket Agents of connecting lines, West, Northwest and 
outhweste 


Orin St Louis, at 101 & 103 N. Fourth Street. 


W. W. PEABODY, W. B. SHATTUC, 
CINCINNATI, OHIO. 


G D. BACON, Gen’l Western Passenger Agent, 
sT. LOUIS, MO 


NOW READY 
Laight in the Wiest: 


Bound Volumes 


FOR 


ISS6.. 


Volume VI. 1886, complete, consists of 
600 pages well and neatly bound in heavy 
board covers with leather back and cor- 


ners, and gilt lettering on back. It con- 
tains as much reading matter as any ordin- 
ary book of nine hundred pages and much 
of it the writings of some of our best 
and most favorably known Spiritualists. 

The bound volume is for continuous 
use and for the libraries of those who can 
afford to pay its full value and it is those 
friends of the cause and of ours whom 
we ask to help along this work as they 
may be able to see it deserves. Of course 
it will be outof print and copyrighted and 
when these volumes are disposed of it can 
not be had anywhere for any money. 


Sent to any address Postage Pre-paid, 


PRICE, $5.00. 


The Cosmopolitan 


The handsomest, most entertaining, low price, 
illustrated family magazine in the world. 
(82.50 per year, with a $2.25 premium 
free.) Sixty-four beautifully printed pages in 
each number, filled with short stories, sketches, 
travels, adventures, bright and brief scientitic 
and literary articles, by distinguished American 
and foreign writers, such as Julian Hawthorne. 
Harriet Prescott Spofford, George Parsons 
Lathrop, Louise Chandler Moulton, J. Mac- 
donald Oxley, Ella Wheeler Wilcox, H. H. 
Boyesen, Catherine Owen, Rev. R. Heber 
Newton, Alphonse Daudet, Paul Heyse, Count 
Tolstoi, Th. Dostoivsky, William Westall and 
many others. Also entertaining JUVENILE 
and invaluable HOUSEHOLD departments. 
One or more illustrated articles and several full- 
page engravings in every number. 

A Shannon Letter and 

Bill File or a Shannon 

Sheet-Music Binder 


Free to every 


Subscriber. 
These premiums sell 
everywhere for $2.25 


sy each. The File is the most 
heh perfect device ever invent- 
ed for the preservation and 
classification (alphabetic- 
ally and according to date) 
of all letters, bills, etc. 
Any paper can be referred 
to, taken out and put back 
without disturbing the 
others. With the Binder 
y one can insert or take out 


: any piece of music without 
Nos $558. disturbing any other sheet. 
Get SAMPLE COPY at NEWS STANDor 


send 20 Cents to publishers. 
AGENTS WANTED. BIG COMMISSIONS PAID. 


Schlicht & Field Co., Rochester, N.Y. 


“The o= 
{1ss0URI 


§$ TRAINS DAILY TO B8 
Kansas City. 


DIRECT CONNECTIONS AT 


Kansas City and Omaha 
TO ALL POINTS IN THE WEST. 


& Trains Daily To D, 
Leavenworth, Atchison, 
St. Joseph & Omaha. 


— > oe 


Elegant Pullman Palace Sleeping and 
Buffet cars on all trains 


—— Chair Cars Free.—— 


THE [ron Mountain ROUTE 
IS THE ONLY LINE DIRECT TO ALL POINTS IN 
ARKANSAS and TEXAS. 
ONLY ROUTE TO THE 


FAMOUS HOT SPRINGS. 


OF ARKANSAS. 
ANLY ONE CHANGE OF CARS BETWEEN 


St. Louis 8 San Francisco 


Solid Trains Through to 
Memphis, Tenn., and 


GALVESTON, TEXAS. 
Daily line of sleeping cars through to 


MEMPHIS & NEW ORLEANS. 


W. H. NEWMAN, H. C. TOWNSEND, 
Gew’? Traffic Manager. Gen’l Pass. and Ticket Agt 


ST: COUS: 


